
 

 
 

Social Justice Pathway (SJP) 
APPLICATION 
 
Academic Year 2022-2023 
 

The Social Justice Pathway (SJP) Program 

A student-centered learning community in NEOMED College of Medicine 

About the Program: 

The Social Justice Pathway (SJP) is designed to introduce medicine students to contemporary 
social justice issues that intersect with medical practice, as well as to foster critical thinking on 
social issues and compassionate care for underserved, marginalized, or otherwise socially 
disadvantaged and/or vulnerable patient populations. SJP students will receive training on the 
issues of stigma, systemic forms of injustice, social determinants of health, and how the power of 
language impacts the provision of care. 

Utilizing a student-centered learning community model, the SJP spans all four years of medical 
school. Through curricular integration and co-curricular opportunities, the goal of the SJP is to 
foster student interest in social justice while enhancing the medicine student experience. 

• SJP Mission: To train student physicians to address health care inequities and 
disparities in underserved and vulnerable populations. 

• SJP Vision: To create a more equitable and just society, where all individuals can meet 
their full potential, and underserved communities have the capacity and power to thrive. 

Students in the SJP have early and longitudinal training in social justice, including training in the 
SOAR Student-Run Free Clinic. 

Application Process: 

The SJP is like each Integrated Pathway program, in which all matriculating M1 students are 
eligible. All interested students must attend information sessions provided throughout the spring 
and then encouraged to apply. Students apply to the SJP prior to the first-year of medical school. 
All students are equally considered regardless of undergraduate institution or NEOMED early 
assurance partner: University of Akron, Baldwin-Wallace University, Cleveland State University, 
Hiram College, Kent State University, and Youngstown State University. 

Once students submit all application materials, candidates will be invited for interviews before 
final selection decisions are made each academic year.



 

WHAT’S NEEDED TO APPLY: 

 
STUDENT BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

You will be asked for some basic information, including your place of birth, what type of 
community you grew up in, and specialty interests. Additionally, you will be asked to provide a 
copy of your resume/CV. 

 
COMMUNITY REFERENCE 

A student applying for the SJP must provide 1 letter of recommendation. These references could 
be members of the community, such as educators, business leaders, civic leaders, faith-based 
community leaders, etc. Ideally, these references should live or work in an underserved 
community. These should also be able to attest to the student’s background, personal qualities, 
and commitment to social justice. Community references should send their letters to the contact 
below. 

 
ESSAY 

 
Please complete a 1-2 page essay including your response to each of the following prompts: 

 
• Describe the value of practicing in an underserved area(s) and/or with marginalized 

population(s) 
• Describe social responsibility in the context of medicine 
• Describe what shaped your commitment to social justice in medicine 
• Explain why you want to participate in the Social Justice Pathway or what you hope to 

contribute to the work of social justice through your involvement in the program. 
 
HOW TO APPLY:  

1. Submit the above application materials (except your letter of reference) on Campus Groups at this 
link: https://cglink.me/2oJ/s65 

Note: You will be asked to provide your letter writer’s name when submitting your application 
materials through Campus Groups. 

2. Please instruct your community reference writers to email their letters to: 
 
Rebecca Johnson, M.S., M.Ed. 
Curriculum Coordinator, Integrated Pathways 
Northeast Ohio Medical University 
4209 St. Rt. 44, PO Box 95, Rootstown, Ohio 44272 
Phone: 330-325-6584 
Email: DFCMpathways@neomed.edu 
 
 

Early application and consideration deadline: April 1, 2022 
 

Final application deadline: June 1, 2022 
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