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OHIO CIT NEWS 
Summer 2023 

2023 Ohio Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) Conference: Seeing CIT Growth Across Ohio 
By: Em Ribnik 

 
The annual Ohio Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) Conference drew over 160 attendees representing the 

fields of mental health, criminal justice, law enforcement, and advocacy. Approximately 40 Ohio CIT Programs 
across the state serving 47 counties had representatives attend the conference in Columbus.  

 
Opening remarks were led by Ruth Simera, Executive Director of the 

Coordinating Centers of Excellence in the Department of Psychiatry at the 
Northeast Ohio Medical University (NEOMED). The opening keynote address 
Building the Bridges for Mental Health was delivered by Matt Dorgan, President and 
Founder of Building Bridges for Brianna, an organization based in Pennsylvania that 
promotes suicide awareness and prevention, funds suicide awareness and 
prevention programs, supports those in need and families dealing with mental 
health issues. Matt discussed his experience of the loss of his daughter to suicide 
and the creation of Building Bridges for Brianna, including mobilizing a one-time 
suicide prevention awareness event into a movement for his community and the 
compassionate acts of CIT officers on the day of his daughter’s death. The morning 
breakout sessions were The Impact of Trauma on the Brain: Healing Our Communities (NiCole Thomas, LPCC-S), 
Mitigating Crisis in a Correctional Setting (Teresa Russell), and Interacting with a Person Experiencing Psychosis 
(Dr. Deb Hrouda, Ph.D., and Dr. Doug Smith, M.D., DFLAPA). 

 
 
The 2023 Ohio CIT Awards were presented by Lois Hochstetler, Assistant 

Director for Community Treatment Services at OhioMHAS, and retired Ohio 
Supreme Court Justice Evelyn Stratton. When commenting on the Ohio CIT 
Awards, Luke Russell, Executive Director of NAMI Ohio, stated “The CIT Award 
winners reflect the work being done each week to bring together law 
enforcement leaders and personnel to better engage individuals with mental 
illness and their families. The efforts by Ohio’s CIT programs not only helps 
people in crisis, NAMI Ohio believes it saves lives.” Over 50 nominations for 
awards were submitted from community members and CIT partners across 
Ohio. All nominees and award winners were recognized at this year’s event. For 
a list of the Ohio CIT Award Winners and Nominees, see page 3. 
 

 
 
 

https://bb4bpa.org/
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After the awards ceremony and lunch, the afternoon breakout sessions 
were Stopping the Revolving Door (Betsy Johnson and Bradley Tarr), So You Say 
You are a CIT Coordinator, Now What? (Kimberly Farrier) and Changing the 
Outlook for Law Enforcement De-Escalation Training in America (Ret. Chief Paul 
Hartinger). The closing plenary session, Lived Experience: A Journey Through the 
Challenges of Mental Illness, was delivered by Ohio resident and advocate Cory 
Dobbelaere. Through his personal story, Cory shared how he navigated his own 
journey with mental illness, prison, mental health hospitalizations, homelessness, 
and gaps in outpatient mental health treatment. A strong supporter of NAMI and 
other advocacy organizations, Cory made sure all attendees heard his message 
while also getting a few laughs. 
 

 

Interested in the materials from the 2023 Ohio CIT Conference? Access these materials here. 

 

Can’t wait for 2024? Save the Date for next year’s Ohio CIT Conference:  

Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Columbus. 

 

The event was hosted by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Center of Excellence (CJ CCoE) in partnership with 

the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Ohio, and supported with funding from the Ohio Department of 

Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS). 

 
 

       

 

 

 

 

Some of the Ohio CIT Award winners and nominees 

  

https://www.neomed.edu/cjccoe/cit/training-calendar/#1568833556559-2052ec08-1fda
https://www.neomed.edu/cjccoe/
https://namiohio.org/
https://mha.ohio.gov/
https://mha.ohio.gov/
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2023 Ohio CIT Award Winners 

 

 
CIT Corrections Professional of the Year 
Sergeant Margaret Amadio, Co-CIT Coordinator 
Mansfield Correctional Institution 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CIT Patrol Officer of the Year 
Officer Scott Singleton 
Road Patrol with the Fairfield Township Police 
Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
CIT Program of the Year  

Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office  
CIT Co-Responder Program 
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2023 Ohio CIT Award Winners 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Evelyn Lundberg Stratton CIT  
Champion of the Year 

Dr. Doug Smith, M.D., DLFAPA 
County of Summit Alcohol, Drug Addiction 

& Mental Health Services Board 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Law Enforcement Administrator of the Year 
Major Tricia M. White 
Lucas County Sheriff’s Office 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Health Professional of the Year 
Phillip Isco, LPCC-S, BHP2 

Madison Correctional Institution 
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2023 Ohio CIT Award Winners 

 
 

 
Michael S. Woody CIT Coordinator of the Year 
Officer Joshua Bartholomew 
Streetsboro Police Department 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Person with Lived Experience of the Year 
Carl Etta Capes 

Hancock County CIT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Public Safety Telecommunications  
Professional of the Year 
Jill Henderson 
Montgomery County Regional Dispatch 
Center 
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2023 Ohio CIT Award Nominees 

 
 
 

 
Officer Jason Bailey – Stow Police Department  
“Jason has time and time again been an exemplary example of what a CIT Officer should be.”  
 
Rhonda Benson, Executive Director – NAMI Butler County 
“I believe from the bottom of my heart that the CIT Program in Butler County would not be where it is today 
without the work and dedication of Rhonda Benson.” 
 
Officer Zachary Boone – Dayton Police Department 
“CIT… gave him the confidence he needed to make a difference.” 
 
Annette Chambers-Smith, Director – Ohio Department of Rehabilitation & Correction (ODRC)  
“Under the leadership of Director Chambers-Smith, ODRC has stood up its steering committee and rededicated 
itself to following CIT's core elements.”  
 
Corrections Officer Angel Cordle – Ohio Department of Rehabilitation & Correction (ODRC)- Belmont 
Correctional Institution  
“Angel has selflessly given her time, been away from home, and shared her talents to support these efforts, 
serving as a facilitator, a coach, and a role player both regionally and at CTA.”  
 
Deputy Susanne Cox– Franklin County Sheriff’s Office  
“She is always willing to help make our program a success and continues to find ways to improve it.”  
 
Amanda Davis, AOD Program Coordinator – Hopewell Health Centers, Inc. 
“For each county (in her area) she is seen as a resource for addressing law enforcement needs related to 
behavioral health concerns.” 
 
Corrections Officer Joshua Delp – Mansfield Correctional Institution CIT (MANCI) 
“Joshua Delp participates in many programs benefitting the youth and elderly members of his community.” 
 
Gail DeWolf, Program Administrator 3 – Ohio Department of Rehabilitation & Correction 
“Gail has been instrumental in building the foundation that will allow ODRC to grow and flourish their CIT 
program.” 
 
Amanda Drake, Public Safety Telecommunications Specialist – Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office  
“Dispatcher Drake’s utilization of crisis intervention training and support for MCSO CIT programming was 
evidenced in this call and many more she has conducted while assigned to the Montgomery County Regional 
Dispatch Center.”  
 
Lieutenant Mark Farrar – Akron Ohio Police Department  
“He shows a strong commitment to CIT, because he cares.” 
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2023 Ohio CIT Award Nominees 

Kimberly Genis, Director of Behavioral Health Services – Stark County Family Court 
“Her willingness to help and unselfish approach with her time and knowledge makes her a tremendous asset not 
only to the Court, but also Stark County.”  
  
Pamela Goines, Owner – Safe Encounters 
“Pamela fell in love with the CIT program and hopes to be able to impact CIT programs in her community as well 
as throughout the state and nation by providing insight and education.” 
 
Probation Officer Spencer Grummel – Lorain County Adult Probation Department  
“Officer Grummel shows exemplary leadership skills while displaying dedication to those living with mental 
illness.” 
 
Sergeant Dan Gutierrez– Lucas County Sheriff’s Office 
“His leadership by example has proven that verbal and non-verbal de-escalation skills are valuable and crucial to 
the safety of the inmates and the CO's.” 
 
Ret. Sergeant Daniel Harmon – Hancock County  
“He has been in the community for approximately 20 years with CIT. He brings so much education, experience, 
and compassion to the program.” 
 
Christopher Ickes – Northwest Ohio CIT 
“Chris provides an inspirational first-person perspective to our program that is absolutely necessary to create the 
impact that we need to truly reach officers.” 
 
Captain Jordan Johnson – NERC CIT and Ohio Department of Rehabilitation & Correction (ODRC) HNT 
“He is truly passionate and dedicated to Crisis Intervention.” 
 
Detective AJ Linscott – Marietta Police Department 
“Detective Linscott has been a true leader of the community, especially with CIT.” 
 
Officer Felix Lopez – Cleveland Police Department 
“His work is exceptional, and you can tell he genuinely cares about the individuals he encounters in the 
community and takes his role as a CIT officer to heart.” 
 
Natalie Magee, Operations Compliance Manager – Ohio Department of Rehabilitation & Correction (ODRC)  
“Since coming to CCI, she has been instrumental in our CIT efforts.” 
 
Deputy Sheriff Matthew Martin – Washington County Sheriff’s Office 
“Matt has dedicated his life to providing help, education, prevention, treatment, and recovery to all ages.” 
 
Chief Steve Maynard – Fairfield City Police Department 
“Overall, he stands out for his excellence in CIT leadership and is helping to make a positive difference in how 
mental health crises are perceived and managed in our county.”  
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2023 Ohio CIT Award Nominees 

Jovonnah Mayo, Peer Support Specialist – Marietta Memorial Behavioral Health 
“Jovonnah has developed a consistent program that ensures that patients who seek services in our hospital 
setting not only receive quality clinical care but also compassionate, dignified care that allows them to feel 
valued and worthy.” 
  
Sergeant Scott Morgan – Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office 
“Sergeant Morgan is a leader in our office’s CIT Roundtable discussion and is a CIT mentor, not only within our 
office, but among other local LE partners.”  
 
Detective Jon Petry – Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office  
“Jon has had a significant impact in our community and demonstrates a strong commitment to achieving the 
goals of our CIT program.” 
  
Tara Plaugher, Recovery Advocate – Washington County Behavioral Health Board 
“It is impossible to find another person as deeply invested in CIT as Tara.” 
 
LeeAnn Price, Peer Recovery Support Specialist – Washington County Suicide Awareness Alliance 
“LeeAnn is the first call when local first responders encounter a suicide attempt/completion, she provides QPR 
training during our annual CIT training, and is always willing to step up and volunteer.” 
 
Deputy Detective Steven Ross – Lake County Ohio Sheriff’s Office 
“Thank you for representing law enforcement in such a compassionate and professional manner.” 
 
Amanda Shaw, Associate Director – Prevention and Education Services - Mental Health America of Northern 
Kentucky and Southwest Ohio 
“Amanda is always finding new and exciting ways to reach first responders and service providers in the greater 
Cincinnati region.” 
  
Deputy Wes Shepard – Montgomery County CIT Co-Responder Program 
“It is because of his dedication to Crisis Intervention Training and Crisis Teamwork that many of our Harrison 
Twp residents experiencing a mental health crisis have been diverted from the criminal justice system and linked 
to appropriate community supports.”  
 
Brandon Spatz – Montgomery County CIT 
“Brandon is a huge asset to the CIT program in Montgomery County.”  
 
Bradley Tarr – Richland County  
“His willingness to share his story and educate has touched thousands of professionals and our families.”  
 
Sherri Tyree – Athens, Hocking, & Vinton Counties 
“Having been a first responder herself and then transitioning into the field of mental health, Sherri truly 
understands the value of CIT.” 
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2023 Ohio CIT Award Nominees 

Troy A Urbano, Public Services Liaison – Columbus Fire Department RREACT, Franklin County 
“His willingness to help comes from a real desire to help first responders to better understand those in crisis we 
serve and to help get better outcomes for clients.” 
 
The Honorable Judge Janet Dyar Welch – Washington County Municipal Court 
“She sees the true value in the core competencies of the CIT model and expects nothing less than providing    
superior advocacy, compassion, and access to services for those that need it most.” 
 
Timothy M. Wise, Director – Firelands Counseling & Recovery Services 
“Tim Wise is and has been an essential part of the CIT program for CIT Northwest Ohio.” 
 
Chief Deputy David Wiseman – Delaware County Sheriff’s Office 
“Wiseman leads by example and his active participation on our CIT Advisory Committee is invaluable.”  

  
 

All award nominees were presented with a certificate of recognition which stated: 

 

As a nominee for an Ohio Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) Award, you join an elite group of 

professionals that demonstrate exemplary work and service towards CIT in your community. CIT 

does not exist without the hard work, dedication, and commitment that you have shown. Your 

efforts to support this program in your community are truly outstanding. CIT can only thrive with 

the incredible endeavors of individuals such as you.    

We thank you and honor your personal efforts to support Ohio CIT Programs. 
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2023 Ohio CIT Conference 

 
 
 

NiCole Thomas, LPCC-S 
Beauty from Ashes Counseling 

and Consultation 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

Deb Hrouda, Ph.D., 
LISW-S, BeST Center 
and Dr. Doug Smith, 
M.D., DFLAPA, County 
of Summit Alcohol, 
Drug Addiction & 
Mental Health 
Services Board 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Betsy Johnson & Bradley 

Tarr, Treatment Advocacy 

Center  
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2023 Ohio CIT Conference 

 

 

Chief (Ret.) Paul Hartinger 
Hamilton County (Ohio) CIT through 
Mental Health America of Northern 
Kentucky & SW Ohio 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke Russell 
Executive Director 
NAMI Ohio 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2023 Ohio CIT  
Award Winners 
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 Recent Ohio CIT Course Graduates 

Tuscarawas County Completed a CIT Patrol Officer Training Course in February 2023 

 
 

Gallia, Jackson, & Meigs Counties Completed a CIT Patrol Officer Training Course in March 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mahoning County Completed CIT Patrol Officer Training Course in March 2023 
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 Recent Ohio CIT Course Graduates 

Lorain County Completed a CIT Patrol Officer Training Course in April 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summit County Completed their 50th CIT Patrol Officer Training Course in April 2023 
The top photo is from 2000 and the bottom photo is the most recent class that includes two officer leaders who 

were in the first class: Sergeant James Donohue and Captain Mike Yohe of Akron Police Department. 
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 Recent Ohio CIT Course Graduates 

The Columbiana County Mental Health and Recovery Services Board Completed a CIT Patrol Officer Training 
Course in April-May 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clark, Greene, & Madison Counties Completed a CIT Public Safety Telecommunicator Training Course in May 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Washington County Completed a CIT Patrol Officer Training Course in May 2023 
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 Recent Ohio CIT Course Graduates 

The Montgomery County Alcohol, Drug Addiction & Mental Health Services Completed a CIT Patrol Officer 
Training Course in May 2023 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clermont County Completed a CIT Patrol Officer Training Course in May 2023 
Clearmont County successfully expanded their CIT Patrol Officer Training from 32 to 40 hours 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Stark County Completed a CIT Public Safety Telecommunicator Training Course in May 2023 
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Congratulations! 

 
 
 
Columbiana County 2023 CIT Officer of the Year  
Robert Sanchez 
Columbiana County Sheriff's Office    
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Gallia County 2022 CIT Officer of the Year 
Deputy Brendan Payne 

Gallia County Sheriff’s Office 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Jackson County 2022 CIT Officer  
of the Year  
Patrolman Nick Spangle 
Jackson County Police Department 
*Award received while a deputy with Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Summit County 2022 
CIT Officer of the Year 
Sergeant Ralph Stover 
Tallmadge Police Department 
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Upcoming Trainings and Events 
 

Technical Assistance Session 
Training Goals and Performance Objectives for CIT Training  

Friday, June 30, 2023 
10AM-11AM 

 
This Technical Assistance (TA) session will focus on creating training goals and performance objectives 

and provide samples of both. Goals, like a compass, provide the general direction of the training 
course. Performance objectives, like a GPS device, provide detailed directions to reach the goal and 

identify what the learner will do when back on the job, along with how proficiency will be measured. All 
CIT courses must have training goals tied to the overall goals of Ohio CIT and require performance 
objectives so that learners know what knowledge and skills they will obtain after completing the 

training. Performance objectives will be discussed using the concept of backward design. This concept 
identifies what a person will do after training, called the behavior within a performance objective, first 
and then adds the other two objective elements. Along with a discussion of these concepts, presenters 
will also introduce an upcoming publication that will be released to CIT coordinators to assist them in 

building and integrating training goals and performance objectives into CIT programs. 
 

Registration is not required. Click here to join the session, or visit 
https://neomed.zoom.us/j/91717235535?pwd=bVZGaEpkSnN4UmY1SzBTSG9XcVNRZz09 

 
 

 

Online Training Opportunity – QPR for Law Enforcement 

The Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) Institute provides an online QPR for Law Enforcement 
training. This certificate training is designed to provide the skills and techniques needed in suicide 

prevention for those working in law enforcement. This training is completely online and takes about 3 
hours to complete; however, individuals can stop and start the training as the training platform 

bookmarks progress. Registration is on a first come first served basis. 
 

Please instruct law enforcement officers to register for the training here.   
Upon registration, officers will be provided a code to access a CJ CCOE training slot. 

To learn more about QPR for Law Enforcement training, please click here. 
If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Mekal Banyasz 

@ mbanyasz@neomed.edu 

  
 
 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus14.mailchimp.com%2Fmctx%2Fclicks%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fneomed.zoom.us%252Fj%252F91717235535%253Fpwd%253DbVZGaEpkSnN4UmY1SzBTSG9XcVNRZz09%26xid%3Dd2962bc7b6%26uid%3D60853933%26iid%3Dc31d17c2b9%26pool%3Dcts%26v%3D2%26c%3D1687191524%26h%3Daf7858592ed77f2e92d41d6d3ce20be53b10d9f9c72bfb573a7fcca2a2bc4cc3&data=05%7C01%7Caeads%40neomed.edu%7C93e7e59cb6f74ba1c59f08db70e0e1e4%7Caed15656c70e4893a68c133fc60edf36%7C0%7C0%7C638227883408637687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GZq0wLmwiFdpd5CKD32Z9c2gkpG26CxgTz%2BVRcGKq60%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus14.mailchimp.com%2Fmctx%2Fclicks%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fneomed.zoom.us%252Fj%252F91717235535%253Fpwd%253DbVZGaEpkSnN4UmY1SzBTSG9XcVNRZz09%26xid%3Dd2962bc7b6%26uid%3D60853933%26iid%3Dc31d17c2b9%26pool%3Dcts%26v%3D2%26c%3D1687191524%26h%3Daf7858592ed77f2e92d41d6d3ce20be53b10d9f9c72bfb573a7fcca2a2bc4cc3&data=05%7C01%7Caeads%40neomed.edu%7C93e7e59cb6f74ba1c59f08db70e0e1e4%7Caed15656c70e4893a68c133fc60edf36%7C0%7C0%7C638227883408637687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GZq0wLmwiFdpd5CKD32Z9c2gkpG26CxgTz%2BVRcGKq60%3D&reserved=0
https://neomed.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2t6JmOfkzI3qddc
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcourses.qprinstitute.com%2findex.php%3foption%3dcom_zoo%26task%3ditem%26item_id%3d12%26Itemid%3d739&c=E,1,kavotqBInDPaZEHvRx6a5_Eu72cc_j5gjpTHlfJIyhZF6CEZy3jeeM-w9EKXb1UBQBbhwlL3dEQDMycl2PQ0N4YeUB7sSZ3LIqfnvGdamcSsLdaVdhUT&typo=1
mailto:mbanyasz@neomed.edu
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Upcoming Trainings and Events 
 

Collaborative Mental Health Care for Incarcerated Individuals - Part 5  
Thursday, July 27, 2023  

12:00PM – 1:15PM 
 

 Fairfield County Jail Reentry and Hancock County Jail Involved Mentee Outcomes  
  

Fairfield County 
Join us as Fairfield County Jail Director of Reentry, Samantha Green discusses the jail’s new innovative 
approach to incarceration and reentry. During a person’s incarceration they have access to a variety of 
classes, programs, and support. This includes veterans’ outreach, financial literacy, parenting classes, 
cognitive behavioral treatment, anger management, substance abuse and mental health counseling, 
release plans and more. The jail wants to initiate positive change in those incarcerated prior to their 

release into the community, to treatment or to probation supervision, and provide direct community 
linkage in support. Hope. It is the only thing stronger than fear.  

 
Hancock County 

Also, hear from Captain Ryan Kidwell from the Hancock County Justice Center and Carla Benjamin from 
Welcome to a New Life as they discuss jail involved mentee outcomes. The Hancock County Justice 

Center, in collaboration with Welcome to a New Life, assists those individuals who are reentering the 
community who desire change and seek a new road to hope as they are Welcomed to a New Life. Their 
mission is to provide mentorship and resources for adults who are part of the criminal justice system so 

they can achieve a crime-fee, drug-free productive life.  
 

Registration is required.  
For more information and to register, click here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://neomed.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lwuroc_VQJ-LKZAgw-pOtw#/registration


19 
 

CJ CCoE Reader’s Corner 
 

This quarter, CJ CCoE staff member Mekal Banyasz shares her thoughts on two new book selections coming 
soon to our CJ CCoE lending library. Please reach out to Ashley Eads at aeads@neomed.edu to reserve a copy.  

The use of the lending library and the mailing of materials is free. 
 

Both books are centered around personal stories, addressing mental health and suicide. One is fiction based on 
true events of the author, and the other is a memoir. 

 
 
 
It’s Kind of a Funny Story by Ned Vizzini (2007)  
-Vizzini wrote this after being hospitalized for severe depression. It is a fictionalized 
account of his real experiences, where he is portrayed by Craig, a young man who 
has made his way to a hospital after revealing he is thinking about harming himself. 
Throughout the book Craig takes us through his thoughts, which are filled with his 
hopes and fears for the present and future. I think the most sobering part of this 
book is reading the foreword and discovering that the author completed suicide 
several years after this book was published. His perspective throughout this book is 
immensely relatable and offers distinctive insight into one person’s struggle with 
mental health.  
 
 

 
 
Furiously Happy by Jenny Lawson (2017) 
- Jenny Lawson is a blogger, author, and comic. This book is one in a series of personal 
accounts she has written where she candidly shares her logic as she moves through the 
world. Lawson is known for being open about her struggles with mental health. Her 
activism works to reduce stigma around mental health. Her approach keeps you 
guessing, and I found her amusing and her stories very relatable even when she was 
talking about something I had never experienced.  

 
 

 

We welcome book reviews and recommendations related to mental health, criminal justice, and any 

intersections relevant to our work to expand our library.  

Watch for more reviews featured in future newsletter editions! 

 
 
 

mailto:aeads@neomed.edu
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Upcoming CIT Patrol Officer Training Courses 
 

Seneca, Sandusky, Wyandot, Erie, Ottawa, and Huron Counties July 17-21, 2023 

Trumbull County  August 1-4 & 7, 2023 

Hamilton County August 7-11, 2023, 2023 

Stark County August 7-11, 2023, 2023 

Summit County August 7-11, 2023, 2023 

Clark, Green, Madison August 28 - September 1, 2023 

Delaware and Morrow Counties  October 2-6, 2023 

Mahoning County October 2-October 6, 2023 

Wayne and Holmes Counties October 2-6, 2023 

Seneca, Sandusky, Wyandot, Erie, Ottawa, and Huron Counties October 19, 26, November 2, 9, 16, 2023 

Muskingum, Coshocton, Noble, Perry, Guernsey, & Morgan 
Counties  

October 23-26, 2023 

Lake County October 30-November 3, 2023 

Union, Champaign, and Logan Counties October 30-November 3, 2023 

Richland County November 6-11, 2023 

Summit County November 13-17, 2023 

Miami, Darke, and Shelby Counties December 4-7, 2023 
 

Please visit our Training Calendar for a full list of trainings. 

 

 

Please advise Ashley Eads @ aeads@neomed.edu of all (CIT Patrol Officer Training, Advanced, Refresher, and 

Role-Specific) planned CIT Courses for 2023 and send photos from your CIT courses and CIT awards 

to be featured in our newsletter! 

 

In Case You Missed It… 

The CJ CCoE hosted nine Technical Assistance Sessions so far in 2023. Below are links to the most 
recent TA sessions.  

• First Responder Wellness (June 2023) 
• Psychosis Training for CIT Officers (June 2023) 
• In Jail Mental Health Services (April 2023) 
• E.A.R. Model (May 2023) 

• Psychosis Training for CIT Officers (June 2023) 
 

Access the complete list of CJCCOE Technical Assistance Sessions. 

 
 

 

http://www.neomed.edu/cjccoe/cit/training-calendar
mailto:aeads@neomed.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNDXW_bKjlo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbrLoIcbI_0
https://youtu.be/s1HzMLwLOAI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bnHIB3nY618
https://youtu.be/IbrLoIcbI_0
http://www.neomed.edu/cjccoe/cit/other-technical-assistance/
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Ohio CIT Program Coordinator Contact information  
Note: Information is subject to change 

 

 

Allen/Auglaize/Hardin 
Rick Skilliter  
rskilliter@pvff.org  

Defiance/Fulton/Henry/Williams 
(Four County) 
Rob Giesige 
rob@fourcountyadamhs.com 
Bethany Shirkey 
bethany@fourcountyadamhs.com  

Lucas 
Latrice Flowers 
lflowers@lcmhrsb.oh.gov  

Richland 
Mary Kay Pierce 
families@namirc.org 
Sgt. Mark Perry 
jperry@ci.mansfield.oh.us 
 

Athens/Hocking/Vinton 
Sherri Tyree 
sherri@ahv317.co.athens.oh.us  
Captain Stephen Noftz  
noftzs@ohio.edu 
Chief Kelly Strickland 
Kelly.strickland@mha.ohio.gov 

Delaware/Morrow 
Rhianna Mattix 
rmattix@dmmhrsb.org  
Officer Bob Hatcher (Retired) 
rhatcher@dmmhrsb.org 

Mahoning 
Michelle Werth 
Michelle.Werth@mahoningcountyoh.gov 
Sgt. Jerry Fulmer 
sgtfulmer@youngstownohio.gov   

Ross/Pike/Fayette/Highland/Pickaway 
(Paint Valley) 
Kelly Dennis 
Kdennis@pvadamh.org   

Belmont/Harrison/Monroe 
Patty Allen 
patriciaa@bhmboard.org 
Yolandah Burger 
Yolandah.burger@colemanservices.org  

Fairfield 
Dawn Good 
dgood@ohiopps.org  
Toni Ashton 
tashton@ohiopps.org 

Medina 
Gail Houk 
ghouk@alternativepaths.org 

Scioto/Lawrence/Adams 
Amy Hamm 
a.hamm@shawneemhc.org  

Butler 
Rhonda Benson 
rbenson@nami-bc.org  
  

Franklin 
Karly Tennant 
ktennant@adamhfranklin.org  
Lt. Mike Voorhis 
mvoorhis@columbuspolice.org 
Lt. Charles Waldenga 
cwaldenga@columbuspolice.org 

Mercer/Paulding/Van Wert 
Sgt. Donald Bird 
donald.bird@mercercountysheriffohio.gov  
Alicia Bruce 
Alicia.bruce@tricountyadamhs.org 

Seneca/Sandusky/Wyandot/Ottawa/Huron/
Erie (NWO Ohio CIT Program) 
Melanie White 
mawhite@namissw.org 
Ret. Chief David Olds 
dolds@namissw.org 
Julie Richards 
Jrichards@namissw.org 
 

Brown 
Deanna Vietze 
dvietze@bcmhas.org  

Gallia/Jackson/Meigs  
Amanda Davis 
Amanda.davis@hopewellhealth.org  

Miami/Darke/Shelby (Tri-County) 
Beth Adkins 
adkinsb@tcbmds.org  
Brad Reed 
reedb@tcbmds.org 

Stark 
Delaney Green 
delaney.green@starkmhar.org  
Major CJ Stantz 
146@starksheriff.org  

Champaign/Logan 
Adam Sorensen 
asorensen@mhdas.org 
Chief Joe Freyhof 
policechief@russellspoint-oh.gov  

Geauga 
Brian Ayer 
AyerB@Ravenwoodmhc.org 

Montgomery 
Kim Farrier  
kfarrier@mcadamhs.org 
 

Summit 
Dr. Doug Smith 
DougSmith@admboard.org 
Sergeant Ralph Stover 
rstover@tallmadge-ohio.org 

Clark/Greene/Madison 
Adam Kempf 
adam@mhrb.org  

Hamilton 
Officer Beth Roach 
broach@mhankyswoh.org  

Muskingum/Coshocton/Noble/ 
Perry/Guernsey/Morgan (Six County) 
Jamie McGrew 
jamiem@mhrs.org 

Trumbull 
John Myers 
jmyers@trumbullmhrb.org   
Katie Cretella 
kcretella@trumbullmhrb.org  

Clermont 
Denny Moell 
dmoell@ccmhrb.org 
Officer Chad Lutson 
clutson@union-township.oh.us 

Hancock 
Ret. Sgt. Dan Harmon 
Ptl.harmon@gmail.com  
Brooke Nissen 
brooke@focusrwc.org  

ODRC 
Joel Nussbaum 
Joel.Nussbaum@odrc.state.oh.us   
Gail DeWolf 
Gail.dewolf@odrc.state.oh.us  

Tuscarawas/Carroll 
Jenna M. Kanter 
Kanterj@co.tuscarawas.oh.us  

Columbiana 
Marcy Patton 
mpatton@ccmhrsb.org  
Officer Richard Whitfield 
rwhitfield@columbianaohio.gov 

Lake 
Julie Kalina-Hammond 
jhammond@crossroadshealth.org  
Ret. Officer Joe Parkin 
jparkin@crossroadshealth.org 

OSHP 
Lt. Molly Harris 
mjharris@dps.ohio.gov  

Warren/Clinton 
Lt. Wally Stacy 
wstacy@clearcreektownship.com 

Crawford/Marion 
Mark Light 
Lightcin2020@gmail.com 
Jennifer Jennette 
Ed.namimarioncrawfordoh@gmail.com  

Licking/Knox 
Kay Spergel 
kspergel@mhrlk.org 
Daniel Cuciak 
DCuciak@mhrlk.org  

Portage 
John Garrity 
johng@mental-health-recovery.org 
Officer Josh Bartholomew 
jbartholomew@streetsboropolice.com 

Washington 
Tara Plaugher 
tplaugher@wcbhb.org 
Tim Hahn 
thahn@wcbhb.org 
  

Cuyahoga 
Carole Ballard 
ballard@adamhscc.org 

Lorain 
Arielle Edwards 
aedwards@mharslc.org 

Preble  
Autumn Cooper 
Autumn.Cooper@pcmhrb.org 

Wayne/Holmes 
Dawn Ross 
dross@namiwayneholmes.org 
 

Wood 
Jessica Hartman  
Jessicah@namiwoodcounty.org 
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National News and Updates 

CIT International – Conference Registration 

CIT International’s annual conference will be held on August 14-16 in Detroit, MI. Learn more 
information and register. 

 
 
 
 

Please share with your local CIT officers and Law Enforcement agencies. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.citinternational.org/events
https://citinternational.org/

