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CJ CCOE MISSION AND GOALS:

ÅEstablished in May 2001 through Summit ADM 

via funding from OhioMHAS

ÅPromote alternatives to divert people with 

mental illness from jail/justice system and keep 

them in treatment 

ÅEncourage collaborative relationships and 

promote cross-system sharing between mental 

health and criminal justice systems

ÅPromote utilization of Best Practices

ÅDevelop education and training materials



ADULT CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

1980 ï2014 (BUREAU OF JUSTICE STATISTICS)

0

1,000,000

2,000,000

3,000,000

4,000,000

5,000,000

6,000,000

7,000,000

8,000,000

80 82 84 86 88 90 92 94 96 98 00 02 04 06 08 10 12 14

Total

Probation

Prison

Parole

Jail



NOT ALL MENTAL ILLNESSES ARE ALIKE: 

MENTAL ILLNESS IN THE GENERAL POPULATION

Diagnosable 
mental 

disorders 16%

Serious 
mental 

disorders 5%

Severe 
mental 

disorders 
2.5%

Slide  courtesy of Fred Osher, M.D



MENTAL ILLNESSES: OVERREPRESENTED 

IN JAILS AND PRISONS

5% Serious 
Mental Illness

General Population Correctional Population

17%Serious 
Mental Illness 72%Co-Occurring

Substance Use
Disorder

Slide  courtesy of 
Fred Osher, M.D



OVER-REPRESENTATION OF PEOPLE WITH MENTAL 

ILLNESS:  THE OHIO STORY

ÅIn Ohio prisons
ÅTotal inmates = 50,174 (June 2017)

ïEstimated 20% mental health caseload: 9% classified SMI; 
percentage typically double for female population MI

ï7 times rate of substance abuse as the general population 
(13,856 DRC inmates involved in Recovery Services CY15)

ÅOhio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 

completed 1652 community linkage packets for persons 

identified as SPMI in calendar year 2015.

ïAverage 3/4 substance abuse and 1/2 trauma history

ÅIn Ohio psychiatric hospitals
ï 1,039 individuals (6/19/17)

ÅAs of June 2016, 69% are ñforensic patientsò
Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity (NGRI)

Incompetent to Stand Trial (IST)

Competency or sanity evaluations



A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO THE 

CRIMINALIZATION PROBLEM

Å There is no single solution to the problem we are 

calling ñcriminalization of people with mental illnessò

ïPeople move through the criminal justice 

system in predictable ways

ïThe problem must be attacked from multiple levels

ïThe Sequential Intercept Model



SEQUENTIAL INTERCEPTS
Best Clinical Practices:  The Ultimate Intercept

I.  Law Enforcement/Emergency Services

II.  Post-Arrest:

Initial Detention/Initial Hearings

III.  Post-Initial Hearings:

Jail/Prison, Courts, Forensic 

Evaluations & Forensic Commitments

IV.  Re-Entry From Jails,

State Prisons, &

Forensic Hospitalization

V.  Community

Corrections &

Community

Support

Munetz & Griffin:

Psychiatric Services 

57: 544ï549, 2006



TITLE GOES HERE

ÅBody copy goes here. Bolded phrases in 

orange.

ÅSecond bullet.
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ÅMental Illness and Intellectual Disabilities 

Joy Stankowski, M.D., Northcoast Behavioral Healthcare

ÅEthics of Working with Clients with Diminished Capacity 

Kristen Henry, Esq., Disability Rights Ohio

ÅLegal and Competency Issues, Concerns, and Updates 

Stephen Noffsinger, M.D., UH Cleveland Medical Center

ÅEffective Communication Styles

Megan Testa, M.D., UH Medical Center

Kathryn Zielinski and Tina Moreno, Cuyahoga County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities



The National Association of Counties (NACo), 
the Council of State Governments (CSG) Justice 
Center, and the American Psychiatric 
Foundation (APF) are leading an unprecedented 
national initiative to help advance countiesô 
efforts to reduce the number of adults with 
mental illnesses and co-occurring substance use 
disorders in jails.
ü375 counties have passed resolutions 

nationally 
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To build on the foundation of innovative and 
evidence-based practices already being 
implemented across the country, and to bring these 
efforts to scale, NACo, the CSG Justice Center, and 
APF are working with partner organizations: 
Å Sheriffs 
Å Judges 
ÅCommunity corrections professionals and 

treatment providers 
ÅConsumers 
Å Advocates 
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ÅConstructive dialogue between OBSSA, 
OhioMHAS, ADAMH boards and others 
resulted in funding for jail -based mental 
health & addiction services and supports

Å$1.5 million/year in FYs 14/15

Å$3.0 million/year in FYs 16/17

ÅMedicaid expansion can help post-release; 
enrollment activities are critically important 

ÅStepping Up Ohio advisory team has been 
formed
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Stepping Up 
Ohio 

counties: 31 
have joined, 
representing 
61% of Ohioôs 

population 
(over 7 million 

people)



Approaches (and examples):

ÅStatewide information available (by topic) 
to help all counties with planning and 
implementation

ÅTargeted assistance to individual counties

ÅPolicy/operational infrastructure 
improvements: state-led with county 
assistance
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ÅTool kits

ÅAssessment materials

ÅCommunity examples (Ohio & beyond)

ÅUpcoming training, grant opportunities

ÅLinks to resources and publications related to 

mental illness and the criminal justice system

ÅAccess todayôs presentations under ñEvents 

and Opportunitiesò and then ñUpcoming 

Opportunitiesò




