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UNDERSTANDING THE 

USE OF “PINK SLIPS” 

FOR BEHAVIORAL 

HEALTH PATIENTS 



What is a “pink slip”? 

Euphemism used to identify document 

referenced in Revised Code Section 5122.10 

Document utilized to obtain emergency 

hospitalization for an individual who is 1) 

mentally ill subject to hospitalization by court 

order, and 2) represents a substantial risk of 

physical harm to him/herself or others if 

allowed to remain at liberty pending 

examination 

DEFINITION OF “PINK SLIP” 



“Pink slip” is the common 

term for the paperwork used 

to detain an individual for the 

purpose of emergency 

hospitalization.  Technically, 

the correct term is 

“Application for Emergency 

Admission.”   







 5122.10 Emergency  hospita l izat ion  
 A ny  p syc h ia t r i s t ,  l i c en sed  c l in i ca l  p syc h o log i s t ,  l i c en sed  

p hy s i c ia n ,  hea l t h  o f f i ce r,  p a ro le  o f f ic e r,  po l i c e  o f f i c e r,  o r  sh e r i f f  
m ay  t ake  a  p e r son  in to  c u s tod y,  o r  t h e  c h ie f  o f  th e  ad u l t  p a ro le  
a u t ho r i t y  o r  a  p a ro le  o r  p rob a t io n  o f f i ce r  w i t h  t he  ap p rova l  o f  
t h e  ch ie f  o f  t he  au t h o r i t y  m ay  t ake  a  p a ro lee ,  a n  o f fen d er  u n der  
a  c o m mu n i t y  c on t ro l  sa nc t ion  o r  a  p o s t - r e lea se  c o nt ro l  
sa n c t io n ,  o r  a n  o f fen der  u nd er  t r a ns i t i o n a l  c on t ro l  i n to  c u s tod y  
a n d  m ay  im m edia te l y  t r a n spo r t  t h e  pa ro lee ,  o f fen der  o n 
c o m m un i t y  c o nt ro l  o r  po s t - re lea se  c o nt ro l ,  o r  o f fend er  un d er  
t r a n s i t i o n a l  c o nt ro l  to  a  h o sp i t a l  o r,  no tw i t h s t a n d in g  sec t io n  
5119 .20  o f  t he  Rev i sed  Co d e ,  to  a  gen era l  h o sp i t a l  n o t  l i c en sed  
by  th e  d ep a r t m en t  o f  m en t a l  h ea l t h  w h er e  t he  p a ro lee ,  o f fen d er  
o n  co m m u n i ty  c o nt ro l  o r  p o s t - r e lea se  c on t ro l ,  o r  o f fend er  un d er  
t r a n s i t i o n a l  c o n t ro l  m ay  b e  he ld  fo r  th e  p e r iod  p r esc r ib ed  in  
t h i s  sec t io n ,  i f  the  p syc h ia t r i s t ,  l i cen sed  c l in i c a l  p syc h o lo g i s t ,  
l i c en sed  phy s i c ia n ,  hea l t h  o f f i ce r,  pa ro le  o f f i c e r,  po l i c e  o f f i c e r,  
o r  sh er i f f  h a s  r easo n  to  b e l ieve  th at  t he  pe r so n  i s  a  m en t a l l y  i l l  
p e r so n  su b jec t  to  ho sp i t a l i z a t io n  by  co u r t  o r de r  u nder  d i v i s io n  
( B )  o f  sec t ion  51 22 .01  o f  t he  Rev ised  C o de ,  a nd  r ep r esent s  a  
su b s t a n t ia l  r i sk  o f  phy s i c a l  h ar m  to  se l f  o r  o t he r s  i f  a l l owed  to  
r e m a in  a t  l i b e r t y  p e n d in g  ex a m in a t i o n .  

 A  w r i t ten  s ta temen t  sh a l l  b e  g i ven  to  su ch  ho sp i t a l  by  t he  
t r a n sp or t in g  p syc h ia t r i s t ,  l i c en sed  c l in i c a l  p sych o lo g i s t ,  
l i c en sed  phy s i c ia n ,  hea l t h  o f f i ce r,  pa ro le  o f f i c e r,  po l i c e  o f f i c e r,  
c h ie f  o f  t he  a du l t  p a ro le  au t ho r i t y,  p a ro le  o r  p rob a t io n  o f f i ce r,  
o r  sh er i f f  s t a t in g  t h e  c i r c u m sta nces  u nd er  wh ic h  su c h  p e r so n  
wa s  t aken  in to  cus to d y  a n d  t he  r easo n s  fo r  t h e  p sych ia t r i s t ’ s ,  
l i c en sed  c l in i c a l  p syc h o log i s t ’ s ,  l i c en sed  phy s i c ia n ’ s ,  h ea l t h  
o f f i ce r ’ s ,  p a ro le  o f f i ce r ’ s ,  p o l i ce  o f f i ce r ’ s ,  c h ie f  o f  t h e  ad u l t  
p a ro le  a ut h or i t y ’ s ,  p a ro le  o r  p ro ba t io n  o f f i ce r ’ s ,  o r  sh e r i f f ’ s  
b e l i e f .  T h i s  s t a tem en t  sh a l l  b e  m a d e  ava i la b le  to  th e 
r e sp o n den t  o r  t h e  r e s p on d en t ’s  a t to r n ey  u p o n  r e q u es t  o f  e i t h er.  

 E ver y  r ea son a b le  a n d  a pp ro p r ia te  e f fo r t  sh a l l  b e  m ad e  to  t ake 
p e r so n s  in to  c u s to d y  in  th e  lea s t  co n sp ic uo u s  m a nn er  po ss ib le .  
A  p e r so n  t ak in g  th e  resp o nd ent  in to  cu s to dy  pu r su an t  to  t h i s  
sec t io n  sha l l  exp la in  to  th e  resp ond ent :  t he  n a me,  p ro fess io n a l  
d es ig n a t io n ,  a nd  a g en cy  a f f i l i a t io n  o f  t h e  pe r so n  ta k in g  t he  
r esp o nd ent  in to  c u s to dy ;  t ha t  the  cu s to d y - t ak in g  i s  no t  a  
c r im in a l  a r res t ;  a n d  t ha t  t he  pe r so n  i s  b e ing  t a ken  fo r  
exa m ina t io n  by  m en t a l  h ea l th  p ro fess io n a ls  a t  a  sp ec i f i ed  
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t y  i d en t i f i ed  b y  n a m e .  

 

 

○ Fi rst  

paragraph 

def ines who 

can p ink s l ip  

and 

requi rements  

○  Second 

paragraph 

ident i f ies  

“statement of  

bel ief”  l i s ted 

on p ink s l ip  

○  Thi rd 

paragraph 

ident i f ies  

impor tant  

pat ient  r ights  

i ssues when 

taking  pat ient  

into custody  

 

OHIO 

REVISED 

CODE 

RELATED 

TO PINK 

SLIP  

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5119.20
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5119.20
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5119.20
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5122.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5122.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5122.01


 

 Ohio Revised Code 5122.10 (Continued)  
 

 I f  a  person taken into custody under this  sect ion is  
t ransported to a general  hospital ,  the general  hospital  
may admit  the person,  or  provide care and treatment 
for  the person,  or  both,  notwithstanding section 
5119.20 of  the Revised Code,  but  by the end of  twenty -
four  hours af ter  arr ival  at the general  hospital ,  the 
person shall  be transferred to a hospital  as defined in 
sect ion 5122.01 of  the Revised Code.  

 A person transpor ted or  transferred to a hospital  or  
community  mental health agency under this sect ion 
shall  be examined by the staf f  of  the hospital  or  agency 
within twenty -four  hours af ter  arr ival  at  the hospital  or  
agency.  I f  to conduct  the examination requires that  the 
person remain overnight ,  the hospital  or  agency shall  
admit  the person in an unclassif ied  status unt i l  making 
a disposit ion under this  sect ion.  Af ter  the examination,  
i f  the chief  cl inical  of f icer  of  the hospital  or  agency 
bel ieves that  the person is not  a mental ly  i l l  person 
subject  to hospital ization  by cour t  order,  the chief 
cl inical  of f icer  shall  re lease or  discharge the person 
immediately  unless a cour t  has issued a temporary  
order  of  detention applicable  to the person under 
sect ion 5122.11 of  the Revised Code.  Af ter  the 
examination,  if  the chief  c l inical  of f icer  bel ieves that 
the person is a mentally  i l l  person subject  to 
hospital izat ion by cour t  order,  the chief  c l inical  of f icer 
may detain the person for  not  more than three court  
days fol lowing the day of  the examination and during 
such period admit  the person as a voluntary  patient 
under section 5122.02 of  the Revised Code or f i le an 
af fidavit  under sect ion 5122.11 of  the Revised Code. If  
neither  act ion is  taken and a court  has not  otherwise 
issued a temporary  order  of  detention applicable  to the 
person under sect ion 5122.11 of  the Revised Code,  the 
chief  c l inical  of f icer  shall  discharge the person at  the 
end of  the three-day period unless the person has been 
sentenced to the department  of  rehabil itat ion  and 
correct ion and has not  been released from the person’s 
sentence,  in which case the person shall  be returned to 
that  depar tment .  

 Ef fect ive  Date:  01-01-2004 

 

○ F i r s t  
paragraph 
ident i f ies  
requirement  to  
t ransfer  to  
hospi ta l/un i t  
l icensed or  
operated by  
ODMH (with in  24 
hours )  

○  Second 
paragraph says  
that  CCO has  24 
hours  to  
examine pat ient  
& has  3 
subsequent  
cour t  days  to  
admit  
vo luntar i ly  or  to  
f i le  af f idav i t  for  
cour t  ordered 
hospi ta l i zat ion  

 

OHIO 

REVISED 

CODE 

RELATED 

TO PINK 

SLIP 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5119.20
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5119.20
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5119.20
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5122.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5122.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5122.01


To get individuals to safe environment 
where they can get treatment and 
recover 

 

The “one use” paradigm 

 

Common Sense Approach- If someone 
presents at hospital ED with licensed 
psychiatric unit, why send individual 
across town? 

 

 

 

PURPOSE OF PINK SLIP 



1) Have good policies and procedures 

 

2) Follow those policies and procedures 

 

3) Go to 1) 

PINK SLIP TIPS 



Statute  
Legal     

Advice  
Common 

Sense 

Court 
Order? 

Reality 



Related 

to Pink 

Slips 
QUESTIONS FROM YOU  



Is a pink slip 

valid on a 

medical unit in 

a hospital with 

or without psych 

services 

present? 

 Since ORC 5122. 

addresses 

hospitalization of the 

mentally ill, a pink slip 

is appropriate if  

principal focus of 

treatment is mental 

illness, but not 

appropriate if principal 

focus of treatment is 

medical issue 

PINK SLIP ON MEDICAL UNIT 



Can facility 
name on 
original pink slip 
be altered to 
another facility 
and who 
can/should do 
this? 

Pink slip is “one 
use” paradigm so 
cannot be used for a 
second facility 

 If a mistake has 
occurred, originator 
of pink slip may 
amend document 
according to medical 
record standards 

FACILITY NAME CHANGE ON PINK SLIP 



If original pink slip 
has expired, can 
new one be issued 
in order to move 
patient to 
psychiatric 
services? 

Does pink slip 
expire after 72 
hours? 

After pink slip 
expires, patient 
must be 
discharged, sign in 
voluntarily, or have 
court ordered 
hospitalization 

Pink slip expires 
after 72 hours (3 
court days) 

PINK SLIP EXPIRATION 



How are hospitals 
dealing with issue 
of holding patient 
requiring 
admission who 
cannot be pink-
slipped and not 
having physician 
available to do it? 

Cannot hold a 

patient against 

his/her will unless 

patient meets 

criteria for 

emergency 

hospitalization 

according to ORC 

5122.10 

PATIENT HOLDS 



Clarification of 24 
hour initial time 
frame and 
subsequent 72 
hours once 
patient is seen by 
psychiatrist and 
psychiatrist signs 
pink slip 

CCO has 24 hours 
to examine 
patient & has 3 
court days to 
admit voluntarily 
or to file affidavit 
for court ordered 
hospitalization 

TIME FRAMES 



 If patient placed on 
pink slip at 6 pm, for 
purposes of 3 court-
day time frame, 
when does pink slip 
start? 

 If CCO determines 
individual is mentally ill 
and subject to 
hospitalization by court 
order, CCO has 72 hours 
to either admit person 
voluntarily or file 
affidavit for court ordered 
hospitalization 

 Example: If pink-slipped 
on Friday night, would 
ignore Saturday & Sunday 
(not court days) and 72 
hours would end 6 pm 
following Wednesday 

TIME FRAMES 



Does pink slip 
expire when 
probate court 
closes or next AM 
when court 
opens? 

Expiration of pink slip 
occurs according to 
time frame listed on 
pink slip, i.e. 72 hours 
from time that pink 
slip was initiated and 
“may detain the 
person for not more 
than three court days 
following the day of 
examination”  

TIME FRAMES 



Is it appropriate 

for receiving 

psychiatric facility 

to require 

voluntary patient 

to be pink slipped 

for transportation 

to their facility? 

Patient cannot be 

pink-slipped 

unless patient 

meets criteria for 

emergency 

hospitalization 

according to ORC 

5122.10 

 

PINK SLIP TO TRANSPORT 



Does pink slip 

need facility name 

listed to be valid? 

If so, is it legal to 

pink slip again to 

another facility? 

Pink slip is legal 

document that 

must be fully 

completed 

Pink slip is “one 

use” paradigm 

FACILITY NAME NECESSARY 



If patient is 
probated to 
facility and needs 
transferred to 
another facility for 
ECT, does probate 
order need altered 
by court? 

Hospital providing 
treatment for 
patient would 
need to be 
consistent with 
that of probate 
court order, so 
would need to 
amend with court 

TRANSFER OF PROBATE PATIENT 



Can psychiatric 
nurse practitioner 
sign pink slip? 

Not defined in law 

Check with 
Risk/Legal 
Department 

Comply with Ohio 
Board of Nursing 
standards and 
hospital policies 
and procedures 

NURSE PRACTITIONER FUNCTION 



Can one pink 

slip minors? Is 

it illegal to 

transport 

minor to 

hospital on 

pink slip? 

 

It is not 

prohibited by 

statute 

MINORS AND PINK SLIPS 



Is there such a 
thing as a medical 
hold (in-house 
physician pink-slips 
patient to medical 
floor to prevent 
him/her from 
leaving)? 

Since ORC 5122. 
addresses 
hospitalization of the 
mentally ill, a pink 
slip is appropriate if  
principal focus of 
treatment is mental 
illness, but not 
appropriate if 
principal focus of 
treatment is medical 
issue 

 

MEDICAL HOLD 



 Is the county court 

probate requirement 

correct that an 

individual must be 

transferred from the 

general hospital to 

psychiatry within 24 

hours of a pink slip? 

By the end of 

twenty-four hours 

after arrival at the 

general hospital, the 

person shall be 

transferred to a 

hospital as defined 

in section 5122.01 

of the Revised Code. 

 

PROBATE COURT REQUIREMENTS 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5122.01


Do all local law 
enforcement 
agencies (city 
police, sheriff’s 
dept.) have ability 
to initiate pink 
slip? 

 In accordance with ORC 
5122.10, “A written 
statement shall be 
given to such hospital 
by the transporting 
psychiatrist, licensed 
clinical psychologist, 
licensed physician, 
health officer, parole 
officer, police officer, 
chief of the adult 
parole authority, parole 
or probation officer, or 
sheriff.” 

INITIATING PINK SLIP 



 If patient is on 
medical-surgical unit 
and is found to be 
suicidal, can 
hospital’s police 
officers detain 
patient until 
psychiatrist has 
consulted and 
placed patient on 
pink slip? 

Review on case by 
case basis 

Consult with 
Risk/Legal 
Department 

Follow hospital’s 
policies and 
procedures 

Err on side of 
patient safety 

HOSPITAL POLICE OFFICERS 



Can another 

facility’s ED 

place patient on 

pink slip and 

send them to 

another 

hospital? 

Pink slip is “one 

use” paradigm 

Idea is to get 

person to safe 

location 

ANOTHER FACILITY PINK SLIP 



If person is placed 

on pink slip and 

needs transported 

to state hospital, 

does ORC specify 

local law 

enforcement must 

transport? 

No, not defined in 

statute 

TRANSPORT TO STATE HOSPITAL 



Additional 

Questions? 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

 

MARC  BAUMGARTEN, CHIEF 

 

OFFICE OF LEGAL SERVICES 

OHIO DEPT.OF MENTAL HEALTH 

8TH FLOOR 

30 E. BROAD STREET 

COLUMBUS, OH 43215 

 

(614) 466-8288 

 

 


