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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

General Description 

The Northeast Ohio Medical University College of Medicine M3 Surgery Clerkship is a nine- 

week clinical rotation. This core curriculum is designed to develop clinical competence, foster 

appropriate attitudes toward professional responsibility as a physician and to introduce the 

student to the specialty of Surgery. The emphasis will be on the surgeon’s method and approach 

to the care of the patient. Both cognitive and non-cognitive learning will be primarily patient 

oriented. 

Course Type 

This course is solely a College of Medicine Course for M3 students taking place at medical 

facilities under the supervision of clinical site supervisors and their designated staff. 

 

Course Enrollment Requirements 

Successful completion of M1 and M2 years of study. 

 

Trainings Screenings Immunizations 

HIPPA 

BLS 

OSHA 

ACLS 

Responsible Conduct of Research 

Human Subjects Research 

Criminal Background Check 

Toxicology Screen 

TB Test 

 

Hepatitis B, MMR, Tdap, 

Varicella (required upon 

matriculation) 

Flu shot 

 

 

Conferences and Morning Report 

Students are required to attend morning report and formal teaching conferences along with the 

house staff and attending physicians. Clerkship Site Director’s teaching conferences, which can 

take the form of lectures, or other teaching activities will be in addition to formal teaching 

conferences. 

Ambulatory Experience 

Students will spend time in outpatient clinics as well as in private offices of surgeons. 

Call and Work Hours 

Call schedules may vary by clerkship teaching site. Students are not to be assigned call more 

than once every fourth night. Saturday and Sunday call will vary by rotation site. At the 

beginning of each clerkship, the Clerkship Site Director will assign call schedules and provide 

information regarding student responsibilities, sleeping facilities and meal reimbursements (if 

provided). Students on call must be available as required at all times. In compliance with 

guidelines established by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME), students 

generally will not be required to work longer hours than residents. 

COURSE ADMINISTRATION 

Dr. Drazen Petrinec is Clinical Experiential Director for the Surgery Clerkship and in 

collaboration with Dr. David Sperling, Senior Director of Clinical Experiential Learning, and Dr. 



4 

 

Susan Nofziger, Director of M3 Clinical Experiences, provides oversight for the clerkship. In his 

role as Clinical Experiential Director, Dr. Petrinec is responsible for ensuring that 

implementation of the Surgery Clerkship curriculum is comparable across all teaching sites. 

 

Drazen Petrinec, M.D. 

Summa Health System, Akron 

City Hospital 

dpetrine@neomed.edu  

 

David Sperling, M.D. 

dsperling@neomed.edu  

330.325.6778 
 

 

Susan Nofziger, M.D. 

snofziger@neomed.edu 

330.325.6582 

  

Course Coordinator 

 

 

David Ruble, M.S. 

Email: druble@neomed.edu  

330.325.6140 

 

 

Hospital Sites and Clerkship Site Directors  

The facilities for clinical instruction in surgery are those institutions and residency training 

programs that have committed themselves to the Northeast Ohio Medical University College of 

Medicine for participation in the undergraduate training of the NEOMED students. 

 

mailto:dpetrine@neomed.edu
mailto:dsperling@neomed.edu
mailto:snofziger@neomed.edu
mailto:druble@neomed.edu
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Joseph A. Saadey, M.D. 

Aultman Hospital 

 

 

Noaman Ali, MD 

Cleveland Clinic Akron General 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katherine Kelly, MD 

Louis Stokes Cleveland VA 

Medical Center 

 

 

Tiffany Marchand, MD 

Mercy Health, 

St. Elizabeth Youngstown 

Hospital 

 

 

Constance P. Cashen, D.O. 

Mercy Health, St. Vincent 

Medical Center 

(Toledo) 

 

 

Kirby L. Sweitzer, M.D. 

Mercy Medical Center  

(Canton) 
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Kristin Blaker, M.D. 

Metro Health System 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TBD 

Mount Carmel Health System 

(Columbus) 

 

John Bach, M.D.  

Riverside Methodist Hospital 

 

 

 

Drazen Petrinec, M.D. 

Summa Health System, 

Akron City Hospital  

 

 

Rick Gemma, DO, FACOS 

Western Reserve Hospital 

 

Orientation 

The clerkship begins with orientation focusing on clerkship goals and objectives, student 

responsibilities, schedules and assessment methods. Students will be provided information on 

relevant hospital policies and procedures, personnel contact information, meal allowances (if 

provided) and parking. The orientation will include instruction on the risks of infection, 

techniques for reducing the spread of infection and site-specific hospital protocol to be followed 

in the event of exposure to an infectious or environment hazard or other injury. 

First Day Reporting 

First day reporting information varies by clinical site. Please see the AIMS M3 site for first day 

reporting information. 
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COURSE GOALS 

Course Sequence and Links with College of Medicine Program Courses 

This course immerses students in the clinical setting after their first two foundational years of 

medical education. This course introduces students to multiple medical disciplines in the clinical 

and simulated setting which prepares them for selecting electives in their M4 year. 

 

Clerkship Goals 

The overall goal of the Surgery Clerkship is the mastery of basic core competencies that are 

essential for practice as a competent physician focused on the ACGME core competencies. The 

Surgery Clerkship will focus on these competencies in the context of the delivery of surgical care 

regardless of the student’s career focus, and include:  

• Acquisition of a body of knowledge and skills necessary for the recognition and 

management of patients with disorders that may necessitate evaluation by a surgeon. 

• Development of clinical reasoning skills, manual techniques and algorithmic thought 

processes used by surgeons. 

• Commitment to ethical principles and behaviors that promote good patient relations and 

management. These include, but are not limited to, patient education, emotional support, 

rehabilitation, and legal and financial issues. 

• Development of attitudes and attributes that promote effective patient and professional 

relationships, including honesty, integrity, reliability and compassion. 

• Recognition and appreciation of one’s own limits, values and need for growth and 

recognition of one’s own response to critique. 

• Recognition of the constantly evolving nature of knowledge and the value of intellectual 

curiosity and lifelong learning. 

• Development of personal characteristics including professional appearance and behavior. 

 

Core Clerkship Learner Objectives 

Upon completion of the nine-week Surgery Clerkship, the student will be able to: 

• Describe strategies used to identify, assess and manage life-threatening surgical 

emergencies. 

• Discuss strategies used to assess risk and to identify, prevent and treat post-operative 

complications. 

• Recognize altered structure and function, pathology and pathophysiology of the body and 

its major organ systems that are seen in various surgical diseases. 

• Recognize opportunities to assess and treat pain, to ameliorate suffering and to provide 

support and care for the terminally ill. 

• Recognize the impact of sociological, psychological and other non-biological aspects of 

health care. 

• Obtain an appropriate history and physical examination in a time-efficient manner for 

patients with symptoms that commonly indicate surgical referral. 
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• Develop a differential diagnosis and treatment plan for patients with symptoms that 

commonly require surgical referral including an understanding and mastery of the basic 

skills required to order and to interpret commonly used labs and studies. 

• Perform routine technical procedures commonly required on a surgical service while 

applying basic sterile technique. 

• Establish effective communication with patients, patients’ families and colleagues. 

• Respect and support the patient’s autonomy, individuality and right to privacy, 

confidentiality, dignity and quality of life, and freedom from undue discomfort or injury. 

• Recognize ethical dilemmas and avoid conflict between one’s own ethical beliefs and 

choices made by patients and their families. 

• Recognize potential medico-legal issues. 

• Identify appropriate consultation resources, both medical and non-medical, as well as 

community resources. 

• Recognize the importance of cost-effective health care, quality assurance and practice 

guidelines in today’s health care environment, and recognize one’s role as an advocate 

for access to health care for all patients. 

Instructional Methods/Learning Strategies 

A variety of learning strategies will be used during the clerkship to help students achieve their 

goals. Strategies include but are not limited to: 

• Patient encounters (inpatient, private office, clinics, hospice centers) 

• Standardized patient encounters 

• Teaching rounds 

• Small group discussions 

• Conferences and lectures 

• Core educational lecture videos 

• Web-based clinical modules (WISE-MD) 

• Practice-based Learning and Improvement (PBLI) Project  

• Textbooks 

Organized reading and study materials will be available to support learning about assigned 

subjects and surgical problems of assigned patients, and to prepare for comprehensive written 

examinations. This source material will include enumeration of concepts to be learned and 

specific details pertinent to these concepts. These materials will be supplemented by conferences 

and lectures that may include oral quiz sessions covering the assigned topics and by selective 

patient assignments appropriate to the curriculum plan.  

The net effect of the several avenues of implementation is to provide a framework designed to 

help the student acquire the knowledge of selected surgical subjects, to appreciate the 

pathophysiology involved, to use the scientific method of problem solving, to develop 

proficiency in selected basic skill, and to develop a professional attitude of responsibility and 

empathy toward patients. A significant advantage of this overall approach is early development 
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of the capabilities and habits which will support each medical student in a life-long study of 

medicine. 

Pathway Articulation 

Not applicable. 

Academic Integrated Management System (AIMS) 

The on-line learning and collaboration system, Academic Integrated Management System 

(AIMS) will be used to post all education materials including, but not limited to, course syllabus, 

schedules, assignments, and instructional materials including any core curriculum lecture videos. 

It is the sole responsibility of the student to check for course updates on a daily basis. 

COURSE GRADE 

Final Grade Determination 

Assignment/Assessment % of 

Final 

Grade 

Grade Criteria Type of 

Feedback 

Date 

Scheduled/Due 

     

Final Grade Report 

Form 

• Patient Care 

• Interpersonal and 

Communication 

Skills 

• Knowledge for 

Practice 

• Practice-Based-

Learning and 

Improvement 

• Systems-Based 

Practice 

• Professionalism 

• Interprofessional 

Collaboration 

• Personal and 

Professional 

Development 

50% See overall 

Clerkship Course 

Guide including 

(1) behavioral 

anchors for each 

rating in each 

competency 

element and (2) 

the formula for 

final rating/grade 

Rubric with 

Narrative 

Feedback 

Feedback is 

recorded 

throughout the 

clerkship via 

student 

evaluation 

forms. The 

Clinical Grade 

will be 

generated at the 

conclusion of 

the course by 

the clerkship 

site director 

submitted to for 

final review 

and grade 

assignment to 

the Clinical 

Experience 

Director. 
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Assignment/Assessment % of 

Final 

Grade 

Grade Criteria Type of 

Feedback 

Date 

Scheduled/Due 

Clinical Skills 

Experience Portfolio 

(CSEP) 

0% Satisfactory 

completion 

Checklist of 

required 

activities 

Mid-course and 

end of rotation 

meeting with 

Site Director 

National Board of 

Medical Examiners 

(NBME) subject exam 

50% Fail ≤ 59; Pass 60-

80; Pass with 

Commendation ≥ 

81 

Numerical 

score and Fail, 

Pass or Pass 

with 

Commendation 

Last Friday of 

the course 

Total Course N/A    

 

Practice-Based Learning and Improvement (PBLI) Project 

Students are required to complete a self-directed Practice-based Learning and Improvement 

(PBLI) Project specific to each clerkship (except Emergency Medicine). PBLI is important 

because physicians should monitor the quality of their own work, improve their work and keep 

up with developments in medicine. PBLI is based on the belief that physicians should be leaders 

in making change rather than reacting to changes made by others and the belief that positive 

changes in one’s own practice behavior can have positive effects on large systems. Specific 

examples include: increasing preventive care, improving chronic disease management and 

enhancing patient safety. See the Clerkship Guide for additional details on PBLI. 

 

Clinical Skill Experience Portfolio (CSEP) 

The Internal Medicine Clinical Skills Experience Portfolio (CSEP) is an electronic checklist of 

clinical experiences developed for the clerkship and designed for students to use to track their 

progress in developing knowledge and skill in the following areas: 

➢ Diagnoses/Symptoms/Clinical Scenarios 

➢ Physical Examinations 

➢ Procedures/Technical Skills 

➢ Additional Clinical Activities 

➢ Additional Learning Activities 

 

All items listed on the CSEP are required; i.e., students must document exposure to all of 

the listed experiences. Students are required to submit their CSEP electronically to the 

Clerkship Site Director for review at both the midpoint and the end of the clerkship. See 

Appendix E for a complete list of Internal Medicine CSEP Requirements. 
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See instructions below for accessing and entering data into CSEP: 

➢ Links to clerkship-specific content for each CSEP are posted on AIMS M3 Clerkship Site 

homepage. Follow the link for CSEP and enter your Banner ID number (excluding the @ 

character and initial zeros); 

➢ Click the fields in which you wish to enter information. Please be sure to mark Patient 

Type, Setting and Level of Responsibility for each item; 

➢ click “Submit” when you have finished. 

➢ You do not need to put in your email address because you will receive a copy 

automatically whenever you submit. 

➢ To send a copy of your CSEP to your Clerkship Site Director or preceptor, enter their e-

mail address at the bottom of the form. 

➢ You can return to the site as often as necessary throughout the rotation to update your 

entries. All previous entries will be preserved. 

 

Formative and Mid-course Feedback  

The Surgery Clerkship places emphasis on providing students with continuous feedback on their 

knowledge, skills and attitudes. Your final grade report form will reflect the feedback provided 

to you throughout the rotation. A mid-rotation meeting may be scheduled around the middle of 

the clerkship for you to: 

• discuss your performance based on the assessment forms completed by faculty during the 

week of the rotation and a self-assessment of your performance, 

• review clinical progress via your Clinical Skills Experience Portfolio, 

• plan activities for the week to match your learning objectives, and 

• address any problems or concerns. 

An end-of-rotation meeting will be scheduled to: 

• discuss your performance since mid-rotation, 

• review your Clinical Skills Experience Portfolio, 

• review clerkship objectives and your initial learning plan to assess if and how all 

objectives were met, and 

• review your feedback forms. 

Narrative Feedback  

Summative feedback will be provided on the Final Grade Reporting Form by Site Directors 

 

Course Remediation 

Students should refer to the Course Guide for information related to course remediation. 

Students who would like to access NEOMED resources available for academic support may 

contact the Learning Center at 330-325-6758, in the NEOMED Office of Student Affairs. 

 

Remediation contracts may be signed by the Director of M3 Clinical Experiences, however, if a 

student is referred to CAPP for academic or professionalism issues, the opportunity to remediate 
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will be the decision of CAPP.  Students referred to CAPP should continue with their academic 

program; however, remediation opportunities cannot be approved until they are approved by 

CAPP. 

COURSE TEXTBOOKS AND INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES 

Required Textbooks and Resources 

Reading during the clerkship should include both textbooks and journal literature. Students 

should read about specific problems encountered with their own patients, as well as subjects of 

general importance in surgery. Specific reading assignments from both text and the periodic 

literature may be required at the discretion of the Clerkship Site Director or other designees. 

The required textbook for the clerkship are: 

Lawrence, PF, et al. (2012) Essentials of General Surgery. 5th Edition. Philadelphia: 

Lippincott Williams and Wilkins. 

Lawrence, PF, et al. (2006) Essentials of Surgical Specialties. 3rd Edition. Philadelphia: 

Lippincott Williams and Wilkins. (2 Book Package) 

AQUIFER WISE-MD MODULES 

WISE-MD modules are intended to be a transition from didactic presentation of information to 

the self-directed learning format students will need to develop and follow in a lifelong study of 

medicine. Students are encouraged to access the Aquifer website and to complete all modules 

especially those in areas where students have had minimal clinical exposure. Students are 

required to complete the modules listed in bold in the following table.  

 

Aquifer WISE-MD Case Modules 

(modules indicated in bold type are required) 

 

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysms Adrenal Adenoma Anorectal Disease 

Appendicitis Bariatric Bowel Obstruction 

Breast Cancer Burn Management Carotid Stenosis 

Cholecystitis Colon Cancer Diverticulitis 

Hypercalcemia Inguinal Hernia Lung Cancer 

Pancreatitis Pediatric Hernia Pediatric Pyloric Stenosis 

Skin Cancer Thyroid Nodule Trauma Resuscitation 
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Aquifer WISE-MD Skills Modules 

 

Best Practices 
Epidural Placement 

Technique 
Foley Catheter Placement 

Surgical Instruments 
Suturing and Instrument 

Tie 
Two Handed Knot Tie 

Ultrasound Basic Principles Ultrasound: ABI 
Ultrasound: Abdominal 

Aortic Aneurysm 

Ultrasound: Breast Ultrasound: Carotid Artery 
Ultrasound: Cholelithiasis / 

Cholecystitis 

Ultrasound: E-Fast Exam 
Ultrasound: For Vascular 

Access 
Ultrasound: Thyroid 

Ultrasound: Venous   

 

Aquifer Registration and Log-in Instructions 

Following are the instructions to gain access to the cases for first time users*: 

 

1. Go to: https://www.meduapp.com/users/sign_in 

2. Enter your institutional e-mail under “Need to Register?” option  

 

3. Click “Register” button. 

4. An email will be sent to you. Follow the instructions in the email to set up your account. 

*You only need to register once with Aquifer to access Family Medicine, Internal Medicine, 

Pediatrics and Surgery (WISE-MD) modules. Separate registration is not required. 

Recommended Textbooks and Resources 

For more comprehensive information, the following textbooks are recommended: 

https://www.meduapp.com/users/sign_in
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Mann, B. (2009) Surgery A Competency-Based Companion. 1st Edition. Saunders, an imprint 

of Elsevier Inc. 

University of Cincinnati Residents, et al. (2008) The Mont Reid Surgical Handbook. 6th 

Edition. Elsevier Health Sciences. 

NBME Practice Subject Examination 

For the Surgery Clerkship, students are required to purchase and complete the practice subject 

examination prior to their mid-clerkship meeting with their site directors, and to prepare to share 

the results during the meeting. Surgery Practice Exam is part of Clinical Science Mastery Series 

and can be purchased by logging into NBME Self-Assessment Services 

https://nsas.nbme.org/home We strongly recommend taking the second practice test at least one 

week prior to the subject examination for self-assessment purposes and insight into how to focus 

study in the final week (or more) of the clerkship. 

NBME Subject Examination Preparation Tips 

Consider using study tips for NBME shelf exams put together by NEOMED students in the Class 

of 2018 https://1drv.ms/u/s!AlAkB8gcPGSxhmvNZO39gNF4MoZ6 

Core Educational Lecture Videos on AIMS 

In order to broaden the student’s knowledge and understanding of the scope of surgical practice, 

a core lecture video series has been developed by the faculty that includes common topics in both 

general surgery as well as the specialties and subspecialties. As proactive learners, students are 

encouraged to set a timetable for viewing the lectures during the course of the clerkship. The 

lectures are intended to help students gain insight into the practice of surgery and to prepare for 

their CSA and National Board subject examination. 

To access the lecture video series, log on to AIMS and go to the M3 CLERKSHIPS site. The tab 

for the “Core Educational Lecture Videos” is located in the left sidebar. 

 

Surgery Clerkship – Core Educational Lecture Videos 

 

Hernias Rashid A. Abdu, M.D. 

Acute Abdominal Pain  D. James Smith, M.D. 

Acute and Perioperative Pain Management  Kyle D. Tipton, M.D. 

Aneurysms  Jason R. Delatore, M.D. 

Bariatric Surgery  John G. Zografakis, M.D. 

Cardiac Disease John C. Cardone, M.D. 

https://nsas.nbme.org/home
https://1drv.ms/u/s!AlAkB8gcPGSxhmvNZO39gNF4MoZ6
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Self-Directed Educational Resources 

Listed below are website links to educational resources that contain high quality materials for the 

self-directed student learner (last accessed March 8, 2017). 

AUA National Medical Student Curriculum 

http://www.auanet.org/education/auauniversity/medical-student-education/medical-student-

curriculum  

Surgery 101: free I-Tunes downloadable podcasts on general surgery and specialty topics: 

Central Venous Catheter Complications Parts I to III Guest Presenter 

Diagnosis and Management of Benign Breast Disease Nancy L. Gantt, M.D. 

Diagnosis and Management of Malignant Breast Disease Nancy L. Gantt, M.D. 

Diseases of the Genitourinary System Mark A. Memo, D.O. 

Evolution of Laparoscopic Surgery Michael S. Kavic, M.D. 

Fire Prevention in the OR Guest Presenter 

Fractures – The Fundamentals Thomas S. Boniface, M.D. 

General Urologic Problems Daniel J. Ricchiuti, M.D. 

Gastrointestinal (GI) Bleeding Costas H. Kefalas, M.D. 

Hepatobiliary Disease Brian T. Jones, M.D. 

Non-Melanoma Skin Cancers Michael K. Obeng, M.D. 

Parenteral Nutrition Vincent W. Vanek, M.D. 

Peripheral Arterial Occlusive Disease Drazen P. Petrinic, M.D. 

Practice Based Learning and Improvement Project John D. Sutton, M.D. 

Pulmonary Embolism Robert DeMarco, M.D. 

Introduction to Asepsis and Sterile Technique Guest Presenter 

Shock William F. Fallon, M.D. 

Thyroid and Parathyroid Surgery Mark C. Horattas, M.D. 

Writing Brief Operative Notes and Surgical Orders David N. Linz, M.D. 

http://www.auanet.org/education/auauniversity/medical-student-education/medical-student-curriculum
http://www.auanet.org/education/auauniversity/medical-student-education/medical-student-curriculum
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https://itunes.apple.com/ca/podcast/surgery-101/id293184847 

YouTube video surgical technique references: 

Surgical Positioning, Prepping and Draping DVD sample clip:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VB1ufcUCr6c&feature=related 

Introduction to Asepsis DVD Sample clip: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEcx9FBRnr8&feature=related 

Basic Surgical Skills by the Royal College of Surgeons 

https://www.youtube.com/  

 

COURSE POLICIES  

Students should refer to the Course Guide for a full list of Clerkship Course Policies. 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

Clerkship schedules will be made available to the students on the first day of each clerkship. For 

reporting instructions, refer to Site Information resource on AIMS. 

  

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/podcast/surgery-101/id293184847
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VB1ufcUCr6c&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEcx9FBRnr8&feature=related
https://www.youtube.com/
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Appendices 

Appendix A. Focused Surgical History and Physical Examination Outline 

Date/time 

CC: 

HPI: 45 yo Caucasian male presenting with abdominal pain… 

Pain: “COLDERIPPP” 

➢  Character, Onset, Location, Duration, Exacerbation, Radiation, Intensity (X/10), 

Palliation, pO association, Previous history of... 

•  Associated ROS; SOB/CP, nausea, emesis (duration, #, hematemesis, 

coffee grounds, bilious), current abdominal pain, BM (melena, 

hematochezia, constipation, diarrhea, color, last BM/flatus), urine output 

(dysuria, hematuria, decreased UO), fever, chills, nightsweats, weight loss 

(how much, time period, trying to lose wt), history of prior EGD or 

colonoscopy (findings, physician, when). (Include GI/GU ROS). 

PMHx: 

PSHx: dates, operations, surgeon, findings 

Meds: ask about anticoagulants, homeopathic agents 

Allergies: 

FHx: complete cancer history, familial diseases 

SHx: occupation, lives with, where, recreational drugs, ETOH 

ROS: Those not mentioned in HPI 

Physical Examination: 

VS: including Ht/Wt or BMI 

General: 

HEENT: 

CV: including peripheral pulses 

Pulmonary/Chest/Breast exam: 

Abdomen: 
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Rectal exam: 

Ext/Musculoskeletal: 

Neuro: 

Labs/Radiology/Cultures: 

Assessment/Plan: (include differential diagnosis) 
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Appendix B. Surgical Admission Orders Mnemonic Outline 

 

 

“ADCVAAN DIIMLS” 

 

Admit (date/time, to specific physician, team, bed type) 

Diagnosis 

Condition 

Vital signs qX hours 

Allergies 

Activity 

Nursing (dressing changes, tubes, drains, positioning, etc.) 

Diet/Nutritional support/calorie counts 

IV fluid 

Intake/Output 

Medications (drug, dose, route, frequency, hold orders) 

VTE prophylaxis 

Analgesics 

Antibiotics 

Routine “Home” medications 

Labs 

Special (procedures, X-rays, consults, physician notification) 
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Appendix C. Pre-Operative Note/Checklist/Orders Outline 

 

 

Date/time 

Preoperative diagnosis/pathology report 

Procedure planned 

Surgeon 

Labs 

EKG 

CXR/other imaging studies 

Informed consent 

Anesthesia evaluation 

Type and screen/cross 

VTE prophylaxis 

Prophylactic antibiotics 
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Appendix D. Operative Note Outline 

 

 

Date/time 

Procedure 

Operative findings 

Attending surgeon 

Assistant/resident surgeons 

Anesthesia 

EBL 

IV fluids 

Crystalloid 

Blood products 

Urine output 

Specimens removed 

Tubes/drains/packs/catheters 

Complications 

Disposition 

Diagram procedure if appropriate 

07.01.19 

S:\COM Curriculum\M3 Clerkships\Clerkship Syllabus\2019-20\Final Syllabi for Review\SU Clerkship Syllabus 

AY 2019-20.docx  
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Appendix E. Surgery CSEP 



5/31/2019 20_AS_M3_CSEP_SU_2019-20

https://surveys.neomed.edu/se/705E3EE14888E1FF 1/5

M3 Clinical Skills Experience Portfolio (CSEP)

Clerkship-Required Clinical Activities

Surgery

AY 2019-20 

 

Diagnoses/Symptoms/Clinical Scenarios

In all cases, active participation with real patients is strongly encouraged. Active
participation means collecting the history and/or performing the physical exam and/or
generating an assessment and plan and/or documenting the encounter and/or
presenting the patient.  
 
 

Please choose all options that apply for each diagnosis, e.g., if you actively participate
in the care of a real patient and complete an online case for a diagnosis, please mark
both "patient" and "online case" under "patient type." All students, at minimum
through completion of an online case, must document experience with all
diagnoses. If "patient" is marked in the first column, please also complete the setting
(hospitalized or not hospitalized) and level of responsibility (actively participated or
observed). 
 
Abbreviations for the text and online resources 
WISE-MD: Aquifer Web Initiative for Surgical Education of Medical Doctors 
Lawrence: Essentials of General Surgery - Peter F. Lawrence (5th Edition-2012) 
AIMS: AIMS Core Educational Lecture Videos 
BatesVG: Bates' Visual Guide - Physical Examination 
Bates Guide: Bates' Guide to Physical Examination and History Taking

At what clinical site is your rotation?
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Physical Exam 
Recommended level of responsibility for all below is “perform with supervision.” If patient is marked
in the first column, please also document the setting and level of responsibility.

Patient Type Setting Level of Responsibility

Patient
Online
Case Hospitalized

Not
hospitalized

Actively
participated

in care Observed

Abdominal pain (left
lower quadrant)

Abdominal pain (right
lower quadrant)

Abscess

Appendicitis

Cholecystitis

Diverticulitis

Dyspepsia

Gastrointestinal bleed
(lower)

Gastrointestinal bleed
(upper)

Hernia

Peripheral arterial
disease

Post-operative fever

Shock

Solid organ malignancy
(e.g. breast, colon)

Trauma

(-Ignore-)

Patient Type Setting Level of Responsibility

Patient
Simulated

patient Hospitalized
Not

hospitalized

Performed
with

supervision Assisted Observed
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Procedures/Technical Skills 
If "patient" is marked in the first column, please document the setting and level of responsibility. 

Patient Type Setting Level of Responsibility

Patient
Simulated

patient Hospitalized
Not

hospitalized

Performed
with

supervision Assisted Observed

Abdominal exam
(PS)

Breast exam (PS)

Glasgow coma
scale (PS)

Rectal exam (PS)

Patient Type Setting Level of Responsibility

Patient
Simulated

patient Hospitalized
Not

hospitalized

Performed
with

supervision Assisted Observed

Abdominal incision
(O)

Abscess incision
and drainage (O)

Appendectomy (O)

Breast surgery (O)

Cholecystectomy
(open or
laparoscopic) (O)

Endoscopy (O)

Exploratory
laparotomy (O)

Foley catheter
placement (O)

Hernia repair (O)

Knot tie
(instrument) (PS)

Knot tie (two-
handed)   (PS)

Intubation (O)



5/31/2019 20_AS_M3_CSEP_SU_2019-20

https://surveys.neomed.edu/se/705E3EE14888E1FF 4/5

Additional Clinical Activities

Additional Learning Activities

Patient Type Setting Level of Responsibility

Patient
Simulated

patient Hospitalized
Not

hospitalized

Performed
with

supervision Assisted Observed

IV placement (O)

Laceration
repair/suturing (PS)

Skin lesion excision
(O)

Sterile technique
including prepping
and draping sterile
field (PS)

Sutures/staples
removal (PS)

Wound
care/dressing (PS)

Wound VAC
dressing change
(O)

Yes No

Document admission orders

Observe informed consent

Discuss post-op orders with supervising resident or attending

Review abdominal plain film with resident or attending

Review abdominal CT scan with resident or attending

Review RUQ ultrasound with resident or attending

Complete two observed H and Ps during first two weeks

Yes No

Review clerkship objectives in syllabus.

Develop and submit rotation personal goals by end of Week One.

Complete SURG NBME subject practice exam prior to mid-point and share
results with site director.

Review progress on personal goals by end of Week Five.
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Enter an e-mail address to send someone (e.g., site director) a copy of your log in electronic form.  
 
You do not need to put in your email address because you will receive a copy automatically whenever you submit.

 
Note: Submission of the CSEP to the Clerkship Site Director between Monday and Friday of the final week of the
clerkship is a clerkship requirement.

 
With your submission of your CSEP, you attest to the accuracy and validity of its contents. Confabulated or
misrepresented information is considered an Honor Code violation. 
 

Yes No

Submit progress on personal goals by end of Week Nine.

Complete four required Wise-MD cases: Burn Management,
Pediatric_Hernia, Pediatric Pyloric Stenosis, Trauma_Resuscitation and
others as required to ensure experience with all the diagnoses listed under
the "diagnosis" section of the CSEP.

Review Core Educational Lecture Videos on AIMS as required to ensure
experience with all diagnoses listed under the "diagnosis" section of the
CSEP not covered by Wise-MD cases or clinical exposure.

Complete PBLI presentation.

Primary contact with at least 45 patients.

Will have completed end-of-clerkship feedback survey by the deadline.

E-mail Recipient

Additional E-mail Recipient

Submit

Northeast Ohio Medical University
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