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3 to 4:30 p.m. 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Present: Walt Horton, Kathy Benderev, Denise Inman, Chris Ritter, Paul Hartung, Julie Aultman, Chelsey 
Bruce, Gary Meszaros, Yanqiao Zhang, Fayez Safadi, Alex Galazyuk, Doug Snyder, Nona Hose 
 
 
A motion was made by Paul Hartung to approve the minutes from the GFC meeting on January 13, 2015. 
The motion was seconded by Fayez Safadi and the minutes were approved. 
 
Chris Ritter shared an update of the work that is being done through the NCA Progress Report Taskforce 
with the council. The taskforce has been working for approximately one year to prepare a report to 
address the HLC concern for developing necessary policies and procedures in the COGS. Several policies 
have been established and approved by the GFC to date and there are a few more to come in the near 
future.  
 
At the last meeting of the taskforce, Julie Aultman presented curriculum mapping tools used by COP and 
COM. Because of the costs associated with such tools, the taskforce recommended it is not reasonable 
to have curriculum mapping in the COGS, but to come up with an alternative way to ensure the goals of 
each program are being met through the course objectives. 
 
The taskforce will address guidelines for assessment of student learning, assessment of faculty teaching 
effectiveness and the dissemination of COGS policies and procedures before the July 1, 2015 deadline to 
have the completed report to the Dean of the COGS.  
 
The taskforce is on task with its charge. 
 
 
 
The council received a draft policy for accepting COGS non-program students. These would be students 
who are taking courses but are not formally enrolled in a program in the COGS. Walt Horton asked if 
anyone on the council would be opposed to having non-program students taking courses. The council 
agreed that this would not be a problem, but guidelines needed to be established in the policy regarding 
the title of the policy and what to call the students; the maximum numbers of credits allowed per 
student and per semester; and fees.  
 
Fayez Safadi asked if international students would be permitted to attend courses as a non-program 
student. Alex Galazyuk commented the same question could be asked for international faculty. Walt 
stated he will find out if these are possibilities. Walt will develop a draft policy to be voted on at the May 
GFC meeting. 
 
 
 
Denise Inman presented three courses to be approved for the IPM program - Brain, Mind and Behavior, 
Pharmaceutics and Principles of Drug-Body Interactions. She explained that these courses have been 



taken by students as a part of the IPM program for some time, but had not gone through the formal 
approval process of the GFC. Approving the courses will make them compliant with enrollment services. 
She also stated that students in the professional degree programs who then enroll in the IOPM program 
receive credit for these courses toward their COGS degree. Denise also shared that more courses like 
these will be coming for approval from the GFC in future meetings.  
 
Paul Hartung made a motion to approve all three courses. Fayez Safadi seconded the motion and the 
courses were approved by the council. 
 
 
 
Fayez Safadi initiated a discussion regarding career development for COGS students. He has been 
approached by several students inquiring about career development opportunities at NEOMED. One 
suggestion from the students is to start a student-led committee that would invite professionals with 
graduate degrees to come and speak about opportunities in a variety of industries. The students would 
like to be involved in the selection process of the speakers.  
 
Student Affairs is the starting point for student organizations. Students can start an interest group and 
even receive a stipend from the university upon meeting established requirements. Doug Snyder stated 
that the University Student Council is working to find ways to include COGS students and Chelsey Bruce 
stated that she would be interested in being a part of this interest group from a networking standpoint. 
 
Kathy Benderev suggested utilizing video-conferencing to be able to invite speakers without the costs 
associated with their travel.  
 
Walt Horton suggested using the students’ individual development plans (IDPs) as a tool to help with 
career development – not as a replacement for it, but as a tool to use as well. Nona Hose will send out 
the IDP form to all of the program directors. 
 
Julie Aultman stated it would be nice to have a COGS conference where speakers could speak to all of 
the programs.  
 
 
 
Walt Horton shared that a new certificate program, Research Methods and Statistics, has been 
proposed by Michelle Chyatte. Members of the council received a copy of the Program Development 
Plan (PDP) to review. Walt explained the process for approving a new certificate program. The PDP 
needs to be approved by the GFC and then it will go before the Council of Deans for consideration. He 
also shared his thoughts that from a structural standpoint, the PDP has been well put together. 
 
Chris Ritter asked on what basis would the GFC choose NOT approve a PDP. Walt explained that the 
council should be looking at the academic quality of the program.  
 
Denise Inman asked how state share of instruction will be captured. Walt explained that SSI is generated 
by degree and course completion.  
 



After more discussion, the decision was made to draft a formal document to respond to Michelle 
Chyatte listing the questions and concerns that the GFC would like to be addressed. Questions and 
concerns to be addressed are as follows: 
 

 How does this program relate to the MPH program? 

 What is the added value of this program? 

 Why is the GPA requirement 2.75 as opposed to 3.0 like the other programs? 

 Would like to see an endorsement from the chair of the department. 

 Would like more information regarding the faculty who will teaching the courses. 

 Would like to have more specific evidence of department process. 
 
Paul Hartung made a motion to approve the new certificate program with the recommendation that the 
council’s concerns are addressed. Chris Ritter seconded the motion. The PDP was approved. 
 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 


