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A B O U T  N O R T H E A S T  O H I O  M E D I C A L  U N I V E R S I T Y 

Founded in 1973, Northeast Ohio Medical University (NEOMED) harnesses diversity, innovation and 
collaboration to create transformative leaders and improve health through education, discovery and service. 
NEOMED’s mission is made possible through its network consisting of several nationally ranked health 
care systems. The University values leadership, excellence, advocacy, diversity, equity and respect. It has three 
Colleges — Medicine, Pharmacy and Graduate Studies — and offers Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) and Doctor 
of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degrees, as well as master’s and doctoral degrees and research opportunities in other 
medical and life science areas. In addition to the basic sciences at its Colleges, NEOMED conducts research 
to advance innovation and discovery in health care through six research focus areas of excellence. NEOMED’s 
unique areas of service include Coordinating Centers of Excellence which disseminate best practices for treating 
mental illness; online didactics and onsite training through several programs; and patient services through its 
centers at NEOMED Health Care and its award-winning Student-run Free Clinic. Learn more at neomed.edu.

M I S S I O N

NEOMED harnesses diversity, innovation and collaboration to create transformative leaders and improve 
health through education, discovery and service.

V I S I O N

To be the model of excellence in innovative education and impactful research to create transformational health 
care leaders of tomorrow.

C O R E  V A L U E S

NEOMED incorporates the following values in all that we do:
Leadership  |  Excellence  |  Advocacy  |  Diversity  |  Equity  |  Respect

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

Phillip L. Trueblood, Chair 

E. Douglas Beach, Ph.D., Vice Chair 

Sharlene Ramos Chesnes 

William H. Considine, M.H.S.A. 

Darrell L. McNair, M.B.A. 

Richard B. McQueen 

Ward J. “Tim” Timken Jr., M.B.A. 

Susan Tave Zelman, Ph.D. 

Sanjay K.A. Jinka, Student Trustee 

Olivia L. Safady, Student Trustee 

Paul R. Bishop, J.D., Trustee Emeritus 

This event is being video recorded and photographed. 
All recordings and pictures may be used for University marketing purposes.
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Doctor of Philosophy in  
Integrated Pharmaceutical Medicine
This program educates and develops independent 
scientists and scholars with a unique cross- 
disciplinary perspective bridging pharmaceutical 
sciences with medical disciplines, with a focus on 
advancement of disease mechanisms and targets  
for therapeutic interventions.

Master of Arts in Medical Ethics and Humanities
In this program, students critically examine and 
apply ethical and health humanities-based theories, 
concepts, and issues. Students gain experience  
toward their professional development as health  
care professionals, clinical ethicists, humanities 
scholars, and bioethicists.

Master of Leadership in Health Systems Science 
This degree program teaches how the aims of health 
science work together to better achieve enhanced  
patient experience within health systems, including 
improved patient and population health, reduced  
cost and better work-life balance for practitioners.

Master of Public Health
A program that provides graduates with a foundation 
of public health skills and knowledge, including  
analytic skills, research strategies, community 
assessment methods, program implementation, 
evaluation and policy development within an  
ethical and culturally sensitive perspective.
 

N O R T H E A S T  O H I O  M E D I C A L  U N I V E R S I T Y 
D E G R E E S  A N D  C E R T I F I C A T E S

Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) 
The degree curriculum fuses behavioral, biological, 
clinical, community health and social sciences  
with the humanities. Students are grounded in  
the complex interplay of these disciplines as they 
pertain to patient care and health outcomes.

Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.)
This program offers an interprofessional curriculum 
that blends classroom and practice experiences  
to provide the knowledge, skills and professionalism 
that is necessary to succeed as a pharmacist.

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES

Master of Science in Health-System 
Pharmacy Administration
This degree program is designed for individuals  
who wish to build on their professional competence 
and enables them to manage complex health-system 
pharmacy departments at the institutional and 
departmental levels.

Master of Science in Integrative Pharmacy 
Medicine Innovation
With a focus on medical device innovation, this 
program offers a unique blend of drug discovery, 
therapeutics and research methods that are critical  
to solving clinical problems. Students develop 
innovative solutions to unmet medical needs  
and prepare them for commercial markets.

Master in Foundations of Medicine 
This degree program is designed to introduce students 
to fundamental concepts in the biomedical sciences  
as well as provide clinical and research experiences.   

Global Health Certificate
Provides learning opportunities in global and 
underserved health with a goal to overcome  
existing challenges through unconventional  
and innovative solutions.

Health Research Certificate
Provides students with essential research  
knowledge and training, competitive skills  
useful for recruitment in post-graduate  
programs, and early career grant funding.

Medical Ethics and Humanities Certificate
This program is designed to combine clinical practice 
with ethics consultation, education and research.
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A C A D E M I C  R E G A L I A

The academic regalia worn at commencement is of medieval origin and dates back to the 11th century. The 
scholars of Bologna, Salamanca, Paris, Oxford, Cambridge, Louvain and Heidelberg dressed in a manner that 
would distinguish them from merchants and other townspeople.

The gown originally may have been worn to keep the teachers warm in unheated classrooms. The gowns of 
bachelor’s and master’s degree recipients are usually black without trimmings. The front of the doctoral gowns 
are faced with velvet and adorned with three velvet bars on the sleeves. 

The hood is lined with colors that denote the field of study represented by the wearer’s degree. The colors 
of the hood are those of the college or university from which the degree is granted. The length of the hood is 
correspondingly longer with each advanced degree and is placed on doctoral candidates by faculty hooders and 
worn by masters candidates during the hooding ceremony.

The Northeast Ohio Medical University hood was designed to reflect the colors of the University, blue and 
silver. 

• • • • • •

The gold cords worn by selected faculty members identify those individuals who have been designated 
NEOMED Master Teachers. This honor recognizes faculty who have consistently excelled at advancing the 
art and scholarship of teaching and who have developed innovative teaching methods within the medical 
profession. 

The green and gold braided cords worn by members of the graduating class of the College of Medicine identify 
those who are Alpha Omega Alpha members.  

The white cords worn by members of the graduating class of the College of Medicine identify those who have 
been inducted into the NEOMED Virtuous Healer Honor Society.  

The purple and white cords worn by members of the graduating class of the College of Pharmacy identify those 
who are Rho Chi members.  

The yellow and green cords worn by members of the graduating class of the College of Pharmacy identify those 
who are Phi Lambda Sigma members. 

Graduating Black students wear Kente stoles as a sign of their successful matriculation through higher 
education and the transformation of their bodies into living, breathing proverbs. This tradition of marking 
oneself with a visible sign of Africa is a practice that literally weaves together the wisdom of Africa before the 
Middle Passage with the persistent struggle to (re)attain knowledge of oneself that defines the Black experience 
in the Diaspora.

• • • • • •

NEOMED is committed to preparing students for a health care career in a multicultural environment by increasing 
the diversity of the student body, faculty and staff and by enhancing policies, procedures and practices that support 
a collaborative environment.

NEOMED is an equal opportunity employer and educator.
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P R O G R A M

Processional	 “Two Trumpet Tunes and Ayre” by Henry Purcell

Please rise, if able, during the processional and remain standing until instructed to be seated.

Declaration of Assembly	 Natalie J. Bonfine, Ph.D.
			   Associate Professor, Department of Psychiatry 
			   Chair, University Council 
			 
Welcome	 John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D.
			   President

Remarks 	 Phillip L. Trueblood 
		  	 Chair, Board of Trustees
 
Presentation of Honorary Degrees	 John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D.

Honorary Degree Recipients	 Robert J. Klonk 
		  Elisabeth L. Rosenthal, M.D.

Commencement Speaker 	 Donald A. Malone, M.D. (’85) 
			   President, Cleveland Clinic Ohio Hospitals 
			   and Family Health Centers 

Conferral of Doctor of Medicine Degrees 

	 Presenters	 Eugene M. Mowad, M.D. 
			   Interim Dean, College of Medicine
			   Clinical Professor of Pediatrics
		  John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D.

	 Reader	 Sandra M. MacPherson, Ed.D.
			   Senior Executive Director, Academic Affairs 
			   and Student Services
			   Assistant Professor, Family and Community Medicine
			   Assistant Professor, Pharmacy Practice
	
	 Presentation of Hoods	 Julie Aultman, Ph.D. 
			   Dean, College of Graduate Studies
			   Professor of Family and Community Medicine 
		  Mariquita Belen, M.D. 
			   Associate Professor of Family and Community Medicine 
		  Paul J. Lecat, M.D. 
			   Professor of Family and Community Medicine, 
			   Internal Medicine and Pediatrics
		  Douglas E. Moses, M.D. (’95)
			   Associate Dean for Admissions and Student Affairs 
			   Clinical Professor of Pediatrics
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		  Eugene M. Mowad, M.D. 
			   Interim Dean, College of Medicine 
			   Clinical Professor of Pediatrics
		  Rupesh Raina, M.D. 
			   Professor of Internal Medicine and Pediatrics
		  Corrie E. Stofcho, M.D. (’06)
			   Assistant Dean of Students
			   Clinical Associate Professor of Pediatrics
		  Hans Thewissen, Ph.D. 
			   Chair of the Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology
			   Ingalls Brown Professor of Anatomy
			   Distinguished University Professor
		  Jesse W. Young, Ph.D. 
			   Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology
		  Joseph Zarconi, M.D. (’81)
			   Professor of Internal Medicine 

College of Medicine Class Oath 	 Amani F. Ashraf 
		  Frank M. Castro 
		  Sanjay K.A. Jinka 
		  Jay P. Natarajan 
		  Paul N. Orefice 
 
Conferral of Doctor of Pharmacy Degrees 

	 Presenters	 Richard J. Kasmer, Pharm.D., J.D. 			 
			   Dean, College of Pharmacy 
			   Professor of Pharmacy Practice
			   Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences
		  John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D.

	 Reader	 Sandra M. MacPherson, Ed.D.

	 Presentation of Hoods 	 Fady F. Abdlrasul, Pharm.D. (’14)
			   Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice
		  Magdi H. Awad, Pharm.D., R.Ph., M.S.A.  
			   Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice
		  DawnDee M. Bostwick, Pharm.D. (’19) 
			   Clinical Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice   
		  Altaf Darvesh, Ph.D.  
			   Associate Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
			   Associate Professor of Psychiatry 
			   Graduate Faculty of College of Graduate Studies
		  Stefanie A. Lehmier, Pharm.D., BCPS 
			   Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice    
		  Kelsey M. Rife, Pharm.D., BCACP  
			   Clinical Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice   

P R O G R A M
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P R O G R A M

College of Pharmacy Oath Committee  	 Miranda N. Galleher 
		  Mason C. Hawes 
		  Lauryn B. Jenkins 
		  Joshua L. Lukachinsky 
		  Melvin Vazquez 
 
Conferral of Graduate Degrees
 
	 Presenters                                            	 Julie Aultman, Ph.D. 
		  John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D.
 
	 Reader                                                    	 Sandra M. MacPherson, Ed.D.
	
	 Presentation of Doctoral Hood 	 Fayez F. Safadi, Ph.D.
			   Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology

Military Ceremony 

	 Presenter	 C. Forrest Faison III, M.D., Sc.D. (hon), FAAP
			   Vice Admiral (ret.), Medical Corps, U.S. Navy
			   Interim Provost 
 
	 Military Students	 Amy Aiken, Air Force 
		  Ashley Houston, Army National Guard
		  Phoebe Otchere, Air Force 

Alumni Welcome 	 Alejandro Adorno, Pharm.D. (’11)
			   President, NEOMED Alumni Association

Closing	 John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D.

Recessional	 “Trumpet Voluntary” by Jeremiah Clarke

• • • • • •
	
Sign language interpretation provided by Jenna Bond and Corynn Snider of Kent State University.

“A Theme for NEOMED,” composed by George Kefalas, M.D. (’99), will be played as the graduates line up to receive 
their degrees.

Music by Paragon Brass: Jack Brndiar and Larry Herman, trumpets, Lisa Fink, horn, Lauren Rudzinskas, trombone and 
Christopher Blaha, tuba

Please remain seated during the recessional. Graduates will recess for group photos outdoors. Guests are encouraged to proceed 
to the lobby areas for a reception.

Guests are asked to remain for the entirety of the program to minimize distractions while graduates receive their degrees.
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Grand Marshal	 Natalie J. Bonfine, Ph.D.

Gonfalonian – 	 Ali M. Syed 
College of Medicine	

Gonfalonian – 	 Emily T. Graves 
College of Pharmacy		

Gonfalonian –  	 Vivian E. von Gruenigen, M.D., M.S., CPE
College of Graduate Studies  		  Program Director, Master of Leadership in Health Systems 
		  Science, College of Graduate Studies Professor, Obstetrics 
		  and Gynecology 

Bowl of Hygeia – 	 Lauryn B. Jenkins 
College of Pharmacy

S P E C I A L  R E C O G N I T I O N
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Robert J. Klonk 

Robert J. Klonk is chairman and CEO of Unison Risk Advisors  
and Oswald Companies, one of the nation’s largest privately held  
and employee-owned, insurance brokerage and risk management 
consulting firms. 

A leader in the insurance field for more than 40 years, Klonk led the  
2020 creation of Unison Risk Advisors, formed by the merger of Oswald 
and RCM&D, a Baltimore, Maryland-based risk and insurance firm.  
With an entrepreneurial approach, Unison is poised for expansive growth. 

Klonk demonstrates a steadfast commitment to the advancement of the 
industry at-large and is an advocate for the critical role of the independent 
broker and advisor. 

Klonk currently serves on the Executive Committee of the Board of  
The Council of Insurance Agents & Brokers (CIAB), over which he 
presides as chairman. He previously served as the chairman of the board 
of Assurex Global, an exclusive partnership of the most prominent 
privately held brokers in the world. He has served both organizations 
in membership and leadership capacities for more than 20 years. He 
has previously served as chairman of The Council of Employee Benefits 
Executives in Washington D.C., and Council PAC, a Political Action 
Committee that serves the broker community and employers. 

Built on a solid history of developing and implementing breakthrough 
solutions to meet both the current and future needs of employers, 
Klonk continues to be a prominent thought leader in the industry. He 
is a frequent speaker and panelist and has been the recipient of various 
business and leadership recognitions throughout his career. As a mark  
of his success and visionary approach, he was recognized as one of the  
Top 100 “Insurance Industry Game Changers” in the last century, by 
Leader’s Edge Magazine and CIAB. In 2022, Klonk received the Dick 
Pogue Award from the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association for his 
leadership in business and unrivaled commitment to the betterment  
of the community. 

He exemplifies Oswald’s core value of “Commitment to Community,” 
serving as Chairman of the Greater Cleveland Sports Commission. Klonk 
also serves on the board of the Greater Cleveland Partnership, and the 
Cleveland Leadership Center, among various board appointments and 
leadership positions he has held with nonprofits throughout his career 
to include Northeast Ohio Medical University, Business Volunteers 
Unlimited (BVU), and National Multiple Sclerosis Society.

H O N O R A R Y  D E G R E E  R E C I P I E N T S
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Elisabeth Rosenthal, M.D. 

Elisabeth Rosenthal, M.D., is the editor-in-chief of Keiser Health 
News (KHN). She joined KHN in September 2016 after 22 years as a 
correspondent with The New York Times, where she covered a variety of 
beats from health care to the environment and did a stint in the Beijing, 
China bureau. While in China, Dr. Rosenthal covered SARS, bird flu,  
and the emergence of HIV/AIDS in rural areas. Her 2013-14 series, 
“Paying Till It Hurts,” won many prizes for both health reporting  
and its creative use of digital tools. 

Dr. Rosenthal’s book, An American Sickness: How Healthcare Became  
Big Business and How You Can Take It Back, was a New York Times 
bestseller and a Washington Post notable book of the year. She is a  
graduate of Stanford University and Harvard Medical School and  
briefly practiced medicine in a New York City emergency room 
before converting to journalism.

You can view Dr. Rosenthal’s recent work at kff.org and follow her  
on Twitter at @RosenthalHealth.

H O N O R A R Y  D E G R E E  R E C I P I E N T S
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C O M M E N C E M E N T  S P E A K E R

Donald A. Malone, M.D. (’85) 
President, Cleveland Clinic Ohio Hospitals 
and Family Health Centers 

Dr. Malone is currently President of the Cleveland Clinic Ohio Hospitals 
and Family Health Centers. In this role, he sits on the Executive Team and 
oversees the Cleveland Clinic Main Campus as well as all Ohio Regional 
Hospitals, Family Health Centers and other ambulatory sites. 

Dr. Malone is a professor of psychiatry at the Cleveland Clinic Lerner 
College of Medicine of Case Western Reserve University. Dr. Malone 
previously served as president of Cleveland Clinic Lutheran Hospital 
as well as chair of the Department of Psychiatry and Psychology at 
Cleveland Clinic where he also directed the Center for Behavioral 
Health. He also serves as chair of the Cleveland Clinic Strategic Space 
Planning Committee and a member of the Cleveland Clinic Planning 
Committee. Dr. Malone graduated with his M.D. from Northeastern 
Ohio Universities College of Medicine in 1985, where he was a member 
of Alpha Omega Alpha. Following his medical school training, he did one 
year of internship in internal medicine followed by a psychiatric residency 
at The Massachusetts General Hospital. 

He has been with The Cleveland Clinic since 1989. Dr. Malone has 
been very active in research, education, and various local and national 
committees. He has held positions in the Ohio Psychiatric Association, 
the American Psychiatric Association, the International Society for 
Neurostimulation, and the American College of Psychiatrists. His research 
has been primarily in the areas of anxiety disorders, anabolic steroid 
use and abuse, neuromodulation, and Deep Brain Stimulation. He 
has authored numerous publications in these areas and presented both 
nationally and internationally.
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C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3

C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E
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Peter Bahij Alamir 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
University Hospitals Community 
Consortium 
Parma, OH 
Hometown: Solon, OH

Bisan Elie Abboud 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
UPMC Medical Education 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Hometown: North Randall, OH

Aviva Z. Aguilar 
Residency: Family Medicine 
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Bolingbrook, IL

Brian Frank Abboud 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
St. Louis University School of Medicine 
St. Louis, MO 
Hometown: San Jose, CA 

Amy Briana Aiken 
Residency: Family Medicine 
Ohio State University 
Columbus, OH 
Hometown: Orwell, OH

Itohan Felisha Aikhionbare 
Residency: General Surgery 
Thomas Jefferson University 
Philadelphia, PA 
Hometown: Eagle Rock, CA

Varun Sai Aitharaju 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Troy, MI

Ali Salam Arif 
Residency: Transitional  
and Ophthalmology 
Nazareth Hospital 
Philadelphia, PA 
Hometown: Houston, TX

Amani Firdouze Ashraf 
Residency: Pediatrics 
St. Louis University School of Medicine 
St. Louis, MO 
Hometown: Mason, OH

Ashley Lauren Audi 
Residency: Neurology 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Youngstown, OH

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3



D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Yaa Owusuaah Bosompim 
Residency: Medicine-Primary 
Yale-New Haven Hospital 
New Haven, CT 
Hometown: Accra, Ghana

Shayan Azizi 
Residency: Medicine-Primary 
Family Health Centers at NYU Langone 
Brooklyn, NY 
Hometown: Rootstown, OH

Oren Michael Zeev Barat 
Residency: Urology 
Allegheny Health Network Medical 
Education 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Hometown: Canton, OH  

Carla Elie Baaklini 
Residency: Ophthalmology 
University of Missouri 
Columbia, MO 
Hometown: Westlake, OH

Sophie Anne Bell 
Residency: Family Medicine 
University of Tennessee Health  
Science Center 
Memphis, TN 
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Youstina Ossama Bolok 
Residency: Anesthesiology 
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: North Royalton, OH 

Sushmitha Sai Boppana 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Dublin, OH

Alexandra Kelly Brooks 
Residency: Child Neurology 
Childrens Hospital 
Boston, MA 
Hometown: Champaign, IL 

Alessandro Brunetti 
Residency: Pathology 
Hospital of the University  
of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA 
Hometown: Mansfield, OH

Dominic Vincent Bucci 
Residency: Surgery-Preliminary 
St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center 
Boston, MA 
Hometown: Akron, OH
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Joshua Michael Thomas Coovert 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
The MetroHealth System/Case Western 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Ashland, OH

Garrison Earl Burky 
Residency: Psychiatry 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Burbank, OH

Richard Michael Chahine 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Canfield, OH

Frank Michael Castro 
Residency: Family Medicine 
St. Elizabeth Health Center 
Boardman, OH 
Hometown: Poland, OH

Meghana Chowdhary Chanamolu 
Research: Otolaryngology 
University of Tennessee Health  
and Science Center 
Memphis, TN 
Hometown: Lima, OH

Jessica Chang 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
University of Southern California 
Los Angeles, CA 
Hometown: San Marino, CA

Emilie Jacqueline Cohn 
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary  
& Anesthesiology 
The MetroHealth System/Case Western 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Pepper Pike, OH

Dominique Marie Cox 
Residency: Psychiatry 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Boardman, OH

Prapti Pratik Dalal 
Residency: Pediatrics 
Nationwide Childrens Hospital 
Columbus, OH 
Hometown: New Albany, OH

Nizar Christian Dergham 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
University Hospitals  
Community Consortium 
Chardon, OH 
Hometown: Westlake, OH
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Ibrahim Mohammed Fattah 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
UC Davis Medical Center 
Sacramento, CA 
Hometown: Lakewood,OH

Sritej Devineni 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Ohio State University Medical Center 
Columbus, OH 
Hometown: Mason, OH

Hayley T. Drlik 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
The MetroHealth System/Case Western 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Seven Hills, OH

Adannekwu Ndidiamaka Dibor 
Residency: Psychiatry 
The MetroHealth System/Case Western 
Cleveland Heights, OH 
Hometown: Hatfield, PA

Brittany Nicole Edwards 
Residency: General Surgery 
UHS Southern California Medical 
Education Consortium 
Wildomar, CA 
Hometown: Laguna Hills, CA

Sarah Jessica Eley 
Residency: Transitional 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Dermatology 
University Hospitals 
Jackson, MS 
Hometown: Akron, OH

Taya Marie El-Hayek 
Residency: Anesthesiology 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Canfield, OH

Levi John Franson 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
John Peter Smith Hospital 
Fort Worth, TX 
Hometown: Soda Springs, ID

Forest Taylor Galloway 
Residency: Family Medicine 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Copley, OH

Saimanthra Ganesh 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
University of Florida College of 
Medicine/Shands Hospital 
Gainesville, FL 
Hometown: Mason, OH

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Laura Christine Fortney Harlan 
Residency: Obstetrics-Gynecology 
Good Samaritan Hospital 
Cincinnati, OH 
Hometown: Oxford, OH

Alexandra Marie Glaser 
Residency: Pediatrics 
LSU School of Medicine 
New Orleans, LA 
Hometown: St. Louis, MO

Sneha Gundavarpu 
Residency: Physical Medicine  
& Rehabilitation 
MedStar National Rehabilitation 
Hospital 
Washington, DC 
Hometown: Mason, OH

Nupur N. Goel 
Residency: Med-Prelim/Neurology 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Boston, MA 
Neurology 
Brigham & Womens Hospital 
Boston, MA 
Hometown: Solon, OH

Megha Sonal Gupta 
Residency: Plastic Surgery (Integrated) 
University of Illinois College of Medicine 
Chicago, IL 
Hometown: Dayton, OH

Shreya Prasanna Gurumurthy 
Residency: Obstetrics-Gynecology 
Aultman Hospital/NEOMED 
Canton, OH 
Hometown: Wooster, OH

Justin Yi Han 
Residency: Family Medicine 
Full Circle Health 
Boise, ID 
Hometown: Dublin, OH

Joel N. Harris 
Residency: Pediatrics 
University of Tennessee Health  
Science Center 
Memphis, TN 
Hometown: Springboro, OH

Gordon CW Hong 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Beachwood, OH

Ashley Marie Houston 
Residency: Family Medicine 
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Nova, OH

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3
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Sanjay Krishna Ashoka Jinka 
Residency: Surgery-Preliminary 
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Maumee, OH

Jason Huang 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
University of Cincinnati Medical Center 
Cincinnati, OH 
Hometown: Columbus, OH

Muhammad Saiyed Islam 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
St. John’s Medical Center/University 
Hospitals Community Consortium 
Westlake, OH 
Hometown: Atlanta, GA

Hafsa Meraj Hussain 
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary 
University of Louisville School  
of Medicine 
Louisville, KY 
Diagnostic Radiology 
University of Kentucky Medical Center 
Lexington, KY 
Hometown: Dayton, OH

Abdur Rahman Jabir 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center 
Winston-Salem, NC 
Hometown: Indiana, PA

Justin James Jickess 
Residency: General Surgery 
Trinity Health Ann Arbor Hospital 
Ypsilanti, MI 
Hometown: Canfield, OH

Richard Bryan Jin 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Sylvania, OH

Kelsey Alexandra Johnson 
Residency: Pediatrics 
Childrens Hospital/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Kansas, OH

Saurav Prashant Kadatane 
Residency: Medicine-Pediatrics 
University of Oklahoma College  
of Medicine 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Hometown: Columbus, OH

Sneha Reddy Kandi 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Mason, OH

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Matthew Jacob Kubina 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
University of Michigan Hospitals 
Ann Arbor, MI 
Hometown: Bolivar, OH

Andrew J. Kemme 
Residency: Anesthesiology 
The MetroHealth System/Case Western 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Mason, OH

Ala’a Grace Khattab 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
Henry Ford Hospital 
Detroit, MI 
Hometown: Cleveland, OH

Isna Hira Khaliq 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Rush University Medical Center 
Chicago, IL 
Hometown: Canfield, OH

Isabel Marie Kiko 
Residency: General Surgery 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Louisville, OH

Kelly Marie Kimball 
Residency: Dermatology 
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist 
Columbus, OH 
Hometown: Salem, OR

Sonia Singh Kshatri 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Medical College of Wisconsin  
Affiliated Hospitals 
Milwaukee, WI 
Hometown: Worthington, OH

Emily Taylor Kurth 
Residency: Psychiatry/Rural 
Pine Rest Christian Mental  
Health Services 
Grand Rapids, MI 
Hometown: Garden, MI

Thomas Curtis Langlois 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
Hennepin County Medical Center 
Minneapolis, MN 
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Charles Richard Leahy 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
University of Rochester/Strong Memorial 
Rochester, NY 
Hometown: Otego, NY

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3
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Nicole Sun Ma 
Residency: Transitional 
Zucker School of Medicine - Northwell 
Mather Hospital 
Port Jefferson, NY 
Diagnostic Radiology 
Jacobi Medical Center/Einstein College 
of Medicine 
Bronx, NY 
Hometown: Naples, FL

Evelyn Jean Lee 
Residency: Psychiatry 
UC Irvine Medical Center 
Orange, CA 
Hometown: Saratoga, CA

Giovanna Rose Leone 
Residency: Urology 
Akron General Medical Center 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Aurora, OH

Prachi N. Lele 
Residency: Orthopedic Surgery 
Wright State University Boonshoft 
School of Medicine 
Dayton, OH 
Hometown: Mason, OH

Michelle Lin 
Residency: Family Medicine 
Ascension St. Joseph 
Chicago, IL 
Hometown: San Francisco, CA

Evan David Livingston 
Residency: General Surgery 
Mount Carmel Health System 
Grove City, OH 
Hometown: Fairborn, OH

Brett Michael Lowden 
Residency: Orthopedic Surgery 
Marshall University School of Medicine 
Huntington, WV 
Hometown: Brimfield, OH

Kaitlyn Elaine Mangus 
Residency: Surgery-Preliminary 
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Uhrichsville, OH

Jonathan Craig Markle 
Research: Ophthalmology 
Cleveland Clinic Cole Eye Institute 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Jackson Township, OH

Andrew Kouji Matsushita 
Residency: Family Medicine 
Dignity Methodist Hospital 
Sacramento, CA 
Hometown: Denver, CO

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Gabriel Jibril Mekiel Mirhaidari 
Residency: Plastic Surgery (Integrated) 
Ohio State University Medical Center 
Columbus, OH 
Hometown: Dover, OH

Isabelle Hope Mawby 
Residency: Child Neurology 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
Nashville, TN 
Hometown: Hudson, OH

Tanner Ross McGuire 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
University of Washington 
Boise, ID 
Hometown: Cedar City, UT

Leah Anne McCollum 
Residency: Family Medicine 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Lima, OH

Natalie Maria Menassa 
Residency: Pediatrics 
Zucker School of Medicine/Northwell 
Cohen Childrens 
New Hyde Park, NY 
Hometown: Wadsworth, OH

Derrick Everett Mershon 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Marshall University School of Medicine 
Huntington, WV 
Hometown: West Portsmouth, OH

Kyle J. Meyer 
Residency: Anesthesiology 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Fremont, OH

Sondos Abdullah Mishal 
Residency: Psychiatry 
Wright State University Boonshoft 
School of Medicine 
Fairborn, OH 
Hometown: Stow, OH

Maahi Niraj Mistry 
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Anesthesiology 
The MetroHealth System/Case Western 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Westlake, OH

Kevin Qi Mo 
Residency: Anesthesiology/Clinical  
Base Year 
Ohio State University Medical Center 
Columbus, OH 
Hometown: Ottawa, OH

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3
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Matthew Andrew Nied 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Northfield, OH

Puja Mohan 
Residency: Psychiatry 
Charleston Area Medical Center 
Charleston, WV 
Hometown: Naperville, IL

Adam Naeim Muntaser 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
Detroit Medical Center/WSU 
Detroit, MI 
Hometown: North Olmsted, OH

Kristina Marie Monteleone 
Residency: Surgery-Preliminary 
The MetroHealth System/Case Western 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Seven Hills, OH

Ayesha Syeda Najeed 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
University of Illinois College of Medicine 
Chicago, IL 
Hometown: West Chester, OH

Jay Prasad Natarajan 
Residency: Vascular Surgery 
University of South Florida/Morsani 
College of Medicine 
Tampa, FL 
Hometown: Carmel, IN

Adrianna Nicholson 
Residency: Pediatrics 
Childrens Hospital/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Mineral Ridge, OH

Timilehin Femi Ogunjana 
Research: Orthopedic Surgery 
Hometown: Amsterdam, NY

Elizabeth Marie Olah 
Residency: Pediatrics 
University of Rochester/Strong Memorial 
Rochester, NY 
Hometown: Mentor, OH

Paul Nicholas Orefice 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Lakewood, OH

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Joseph Michael Piks 
Residency: Psychiatry 
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Solon, OH

Negin Orfanian Azimzadeh Khosravi 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Benicia, CA 

Jamie Michelle Pandey 
Residency: Psychiatry-Family Medicine 
UPMC Medical Education 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Phoebe Afua Otchere 
Residency: General Surgery 
Boston University 
Boston, MA 
Hometown: Alexandria, VA

Kishan H. Pandya 
Residency: Transitional 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Youngstown, OH

Daniel Robert Pastel 
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary 
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Garfield Heights, OH

Karishma Narendra Patel 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
UPMC Medical Education 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Sarah Lois Rader 
Residency: Pediatrics 
Montefiore Medical Center/Einstein 
College of Medicine 
Bronx, NY 
Hometown: Queens, NY

Shilpa Reddy 
Residency: Obstetrics-Gynecology 
Wright State University Boonshoft 
School of Medicine 
Dayton, OH 
Hometown: Centerville, OH

Sahar Habib Rehman 
Residency: Obstetrics-Gynecology 
University of Arizona College  
of Medicine 
Phoenix, AZ 
Hometown: Miamisburg, OH

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3
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Jerika Lynn Schirf 
Residency: Obstetrics-Gynecology 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: North Canton, OH

Lance Richard Reidenbach 
Residency: Psychiatry/General 
UPMC Medical Education 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Hometown: Holmesville, OH

Matthew Gene Russ 
Residency: Surgery-Preliminary 
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist 
Columbus, OH 
Hometown: Canfield, OH

Katherine Ann Rodriguez 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
Medical University of South Carolina 
Charleston, SC 
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Jonathan Patrick Sasse 
Residency: Psychiatry 
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Mentor, OH

Monika Abhay Satoskar 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Ohio State University Medical Center 
Columbus, OH 
Hometown: Upper Arlington, OH

Sanika Abhay Satoskar 
Residency: Pathology 
Johns Hopkins Hospital 
Baltimore, MD 
Hometown: Upper Arlington, OH

Thomas Robert Scott 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
McGaw Medical Center of  
Northwestern University 
Chicago, IL 
Hometown: Dublin, OH

Christian Kyrillos Seif 
Residency: Anesthesiology 
The MetroHealth System/Case Western 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Independence, OH

Koshala Selvakumar 
Residency: General Surgery 
Western Reserve Health Education/
NEOMED 
Warren, OH 
Hometown: Liberty Twp., OH

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Mark Donald Sobnosky 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
Albert Einstein Medical Center 
Philadelphia, PA 
Hometown: New Franklin, OH

Jay Divyang Shah 
Residency: Family Medicine 
Medical University of South Carolina 
Charleston, SC 
Hometown: Green Brook, NJ

Payas Kamlesh Shah 
Residency: Psychiatry 
Tower Health/Reading Hospital 
West Reading, PA 
Hometown: Livonia, MI

Manan M. Shah 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Boardman, OH

Ain Shajihan 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Inova Fairfax Hospital 
Falls Church, VA 
Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA

Anamika Anu Singh 
Residency: Pathology 
Penn State Hershey Medical Center 
Hershey, PA 
Hometown: Macedonia, OH

Harguneet Singh 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
The MetroHealth System/Case Western 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Brook Park, OH

Devin S. Spivey 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
University of Rochester/Strong Memorial 
Rochester, NY 
Hometown: Oxford, OH

Krithika Sundaram 
Residency: Pediatrics 
UPMC Medical Education 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Hometown: Strongsville, OH

Ali Muhammad Syed 
Residency: Med-Prelim/Ophthalmology 
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Loveland, OH

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3
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Caitlin Danelle Villers 
Residency: Pediatrics 
Penn State Hershey Medical Center 
Hershey, PA 
Hometown: Copley, OH

Alex Dieu Tang 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Worthington, MN

Derek Ryan Teeling 
Residency: Orthopedic Surgery 
Allegheny General Hospital 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Hometown: Tallmadge, OH

Ananya Tawde 
Residency: Surgery-Preliminary 
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Mason, OH

Nicholas Robert Thomas 
Residency: Orthopedic Surgery 
UPMC Hamot Medical Center 
Erie, PA 
Hometown: Louisville, OH

Theodore Tsonis 
Residency: Psychiatry 
LewisGale Medical Center 
Salem, VA 
Hometown: Baltimore, MD

Zeel Ishwar Vaghasia 
Residency: Psychiatry 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Mentor, OH

Paayal Sanjay Vora 
Residency: Transitional 
University Hospitals  
Community Consortium 
Chardon, OH 
Hometown: Marion, OH

Theodore Franklin Weber 
Residency: Urology 
Charleston Area Medical Center 
Charleston, WV 
Hometown: Fayetteville, OH

Keira D. Wilson 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
UHS Southern California Medical 
Education Consortium 
Temecula, CA 
Hometown: Solon, OH

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Mackenzie Lynn Wilson 
Residency: Emergency Medicine 
Maimonides Medical Center 
Brooklyn, NY 
Hometown: Columbus, OH

Rita Marie Penullar Yaacoub 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: West Lafayette, IN

Dakota Robert Wise 
Residency: Family Medicine 
North Country HealthCare 
Flagstaff, AZ 
Hometown: Redlands, CA

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3

Curtis James Yovichin 
Residency: Internal Medicine 
Summa Health/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Doylestown, OH
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C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3  O A T H

Upon having conferred on me the high calling of a physician and entering medical practice, I swear 
to keep, according to my best ability and judgment, the following oath:
 
I pledge to recognize health care as a right. I will be a champion of health care beyond the walls of my 
clinic and hospital, so that all in my community can access a healthy life. 

I recognize that as a physician, I am not solely a patient provider. I pledge to demonstrate leadership, 
trust, and commitment to the community I am fortunate enough to serve.  
 
I acknowledge that some of the most difficult battles my patients will fight will be invisible to a 
trained eye and undetectable on a laboratory test. I pledge to remember these unseen battles, and 
treat the whole person in front of me rather than their disease. 

I shall accept each of my patients in a nonjudgmental manner, recognizing the validity and worth of 
different value systems and peoples to uphold the full measure of human dignity. 
 
I pledge to never forget the title of doctor means teacher. May I be eager to teach this sacred 
profession to those who come after me and seek that knowledge. 

I will also never forget the title of doctor means student. I pledge to continue the pursuit of learning, 
academic excellence, and contributing to the institution of medicine. 
  
I acknowledge that while I am immensely privileged to see some of the most amazing aspects of the 
human spirit and experience, I will also be present for times of darkness and depravity.  

I pledge to recognize that there is no shame in experiencing the deep impact of loss. I must heal 
myself and my colleagues, in order to give the best to our patients.  
 
Finally, I acknowledge being able to serve patients as a healer is a privilege in itself. I pledge to accept 
this responsibility with humility and awareness of my own limitations.  
 
If I do not violate this oath, I will live honored knowing I have returned to society the great 
investment and trust it has placed in me.
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C O L L E G E  O F  P H A R M A C Y
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Hadi Abbas 
Hometown: Kent, OH

Maher Fawzi Abbo 
Position: Staff Pharmacist 
CVS 
Southfield, MI 
Hometown: Southfield, MI

Pius Butler Addai-Boame 
Position: Staff Pharmacist 
University Hospitals Cleveland  
Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Kumasi, Ghana

Newton Caleb Agbeshie 
Position: Staff Pharmacist 
CVS 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Accra, Ghana

Suha Khalid Ahmed 
Position: Pursuing Community Pharmacy 
Hometown: Reynoldsburg, OH

Sadak Wafi Albaaj 
Position: Pursuing Hospital Pharmacy 
Hometown: Kent, OH

Qataralnada Abedulelah Aljebori 
Hometown: Strongsville, OH

Deanna Khaled Alnazer 
Position: Pharmacist 
CVS 
North Royalton, OH 
Hometown: North Royalton, OH

Naheel Zahran Al-Qadan 
Position: Pursuing Community Pharmacy 
Hometown: Avon, OH

Bushra Altabbaa 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
MetroHealth Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Westlake, OH

D O C T O R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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Heather Lynn Andro 
Position: PGY1 Resident 
Western Reserve Hospital 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 
Hometown: Cuyahoga Falls, OH

Ryan David Angle 
Hometown: Parma, OH

Anthony Blake Angyal 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Cleveland Clinic - Specialty 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Cleveland, OH

Angela Marie Armocida 
Position: Inpatient Pharmacy 
Akron Children’s Hospital 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Akron, OH

Ashlyn Paige Barnhart 
Position: Pharmacist 
Rite Aid 
Spokane, WA 
Hometown: Cadiz, OH

Faith Gabrielle Belcher 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Mercy Health - St. Elizabeth Hospital 
Youngstown, OH 
Hometown: Jeromesville, OH

Alycia Anne Brown 
Position: Pharmacist 
CVS 
Lyndhurst, OH 
Hometown: Natchitoches, LA

Kimvan Nguyen Bui 
Position: Pursuing Hospital Pharmacy 
Hometown: Cleveland, OH

Aleksandra Cassill 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Cleveland Clinic Fairview Hospital 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Broadview Hts., OH

Xin Chen  
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Cleveland Clinic South Pointe Hospital 
Warrensville Heights, OH 
Hometown: Milan, MI
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Austin Michael Clapper 
Position: Pharmacist 
Aultman Hospital 
Canton, Ohio 
Hometown: Canton, OH

Elizabeth Marie Clapper 
Position: Pharmacist 
Klein’s Assuremed Solutions 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 
Hometown: Independence, OH

Hannah Nicole Colburn 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Option Care Health 
Columbus, OH 
Hometown: Mineral Ridge, OH

Gerald L. Crutchfield, Sr. 
Hometown: Berea, OH

Hala Bashar Daghlas-Yusuf  
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
The University of Toledo Medical Center  
Toledo, OH 
Hometown: Geneva, OH

Kamryn M. Del Vecchio 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
University Hospitals Cleveland  
Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Niles, OH

Kyle Andrew Duale 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
University Hospitals Specialty  
Pharmacy Services 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Medina, OH

Samantha Eileen Foster 
Position: Pharmacist 
Rite Aid 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Twinsburg, OH

Miranda Noelle Galleher 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Summa Health System 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Rootstown, OH

Logan Kaylor Georskey 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Ralph H. Johnson VA Medical Center 
Charleston, SC 
Hometown: Kirtland, OH

D O C T O R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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Jawaher E. Ghazoul 
Hometown: Syria

Ramandeep Singh Gill 
Position: Pharmacist 
Drug Mart 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Twinsburg, OH

Emily Taylor Graves 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
The Ohio State University Wexner 
Medical Center 
Columbus, OH 
Hometown: Ravenna, OH

Mason Cooper Hawes 
Position: Pharmacist 
ScriptShop Pharmacy 
Navarre, OH 
Hometown: Akron, OH

Lauryn Brittanie Jenkins 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Ann Arbor VA Healthcare System 
Ann Arbor, MI 
Hometown: Belleville, MI

Henry Johnson 
Position: Staff Pharmacist 
CVS 
Columbus, OH 
Hometown: Columbus, OH

Caleb William Johnston 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
AxessPointe/NEOMED 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Manchester, OH

Zeinab Hussein Keblawi 
Position: Pursuing Community Pharmacy 
Hometown: Dearborn, MI

Fatema Khalaf 
Position: Pharmacist 
Walgreens 
Brunswick, OH 
Hometown: Strongsville, OH

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3

Abby Lynn Knauss 
Position: Pursuing Hospital Pharmacy 
Hometown: Canton, OH
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George E. Koupiaris 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Mercy Health - St. Elizabeth Hospital 
Youngstown, OH 
Hometown: Warren, OH

Amber Myrtle Kovach 
Position: Floater Pharmacist 
Giant Eagle 
Streetsboro, OH 
Hometown: Streetsboro, OH

Paige Mackenzie Kramer 
Position: Pharmacist 
CVS 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Willowick, OH

Ellis Kudior 
Position: Staff Pharmacist 
Walgreens 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Kent, OH

Jonathan Allen Lang 
Position: Pursuing Community Pharmacy 
Hometown: Cortland, OH

Maranda Celeste Liogas 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Aultman Alliance Community Hospital 
Alliance, OH 
Hometown: Warren, OH

Emmanuel Gonzalo Livchak 
Residency: PGY1 Resident  
Cleveland Clinic Avon Hospital  
Avon, OH 
Hometown: Sheffield Lake, OH

Lora Marie Louis 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Cleveland Clinic Mercy Hospital 
Canton, OH 
Hometown: Canton, OH

Tiana Nicole Lovelace 
Hometown: Bedford, OH

Joshua Luke Lukachinsky 
Position: Pursuing Community Pharmacy 
Hometown: Tallmadge, OH

D O C T O R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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Paul Lungu 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Cleveland Clinic Akron General 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Parma, OH

Kaitlin Martin 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Cleveland Clinic Akron General 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Dalton, OH

Matthew Michael Martinsek 
Position: Staff Pharmacist 
CVS Health 
Hinckley, OH 
Hometown: Strongsville, OH

Nautica Tulajha McCully 
Hometown: Cleveland, OH

Ezziree Dawn Morrow 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Cleveland Clinic Medina Hospital 
Medina, OH 
Hometown: Steubenville, OH

Jade Arielle Natali 
Residency: PGY1/PGY2 Health-System 
Pharmacy Administration Resident 
University Hospitals – Cleveland 
Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Niles, OH

Thao Tran Thien Nguyen 
Position: Pursuing Hospital Pharmacy 
Hometown: Westminster, CA

Ahmad Noureddine 
Hometown: Dearborn, MI

Nadine Noureddine 
Hometown: Dearborn, MI

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3

Megan Elizabeth Pantaleano 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
University Hospitals Specialty  
Pharmacy Services 
Warrensville Heights, OH 
Hometown: Northfield, OH
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Drashti Pinakin Patel 
Hometown: Willoughby, OH

Nirali Pratik Patel 
Position: Pursuing Hospital Pharmacy 
Hometown: Rootstown, OH

Destiny Patrick 
Position: Graduate Pharmacist 
Giant Eagle 
Youngstown, OH 
Hometown: Vienna, OH

Kayla Marie Pearson 
Position: Pharmacist 
Acme 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 
Hometown: Cuyahoga Falls, OH

Vindya Sumedhika Perera 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
The Ohio State University Wexner 
Medical Center 
Columbus, OH 
Hometown: Cortland, OH

Jacob Jaroslav Petrovets 
Position: Pharmacist 
CVS Health 
Wadsworth, OH 
Hometown: Parma Heights, OH

Zachary Allen Pilz 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
University Hospitals - Portage  
Medical Center 
Ravenna, OH 
Hometown: Rincon, GA

Kayla Nicole Rektor 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Cleveland Clinic Mercy Hospital 
Canton, OH 
Hometown: Austintown, OH

Leah Elizabeth Rohan 
Position: Pharmacist 
Meijer Pharmacy 
Boardman, OH 
Hometown: Columbiana, OH

Fatemeh Rostami 
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

D O C T O R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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Nicholas Daniel Schmidt 
Position: Pursuing Hospital Pharmacy 
Hometown: Painesville, OH

Tina Zabos Shcherbakov 
Hometown: Cleveland, OH

Katie Shupp 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
MetroHealth Medical Center 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Orrville, OH

Jacob Adam Smearman 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Cleveland Clinic Akron General 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Chardon, OH

Lewis Gregory Smith 
Hometown: Canton, OH

Elizabeth Lauren Snodgrass 
Position: Staff Pharmacist 
Summa Akron City Hospital 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Wadsworth, OH

Srdjan Stojic 
Hometown: Parma, OH

Ryan Lee Sullivan 
Position: Staff Pharmacist 
Rite Aid 
Youngstown, OH 
Hometown: Warren, OH

Katy Eileen Troyer 
Position: Clinical Inpatient Pharmacist 
University Hospitals 
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Sugarcreek, OH

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3

Paige Mackenzie Tulcewicz 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
HCA Florida North Florida Hospital 
Gainesville, Florida 
Hometown: Brook Park, OH



38

Melvin Vazquez 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
University Hospitals - St. John  
Medical Center 
Westlake, OH 
Hometown: Cleveland, OH

Madison Marie Villers 
Position: Pharmacist 
CVS 
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Norton, OH

Tyler Daniel Virgil 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
Atlanticare Regional Medical Center 
Atlantic City, NJ 
Hometown: Hamilton, NJ

Samira Yasmeen 
Position: Pursuing Community Pharmacy 
Hometown: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Mahdi Farazdak Zahed 
Position: Pursuing Community Pharmacy 
Hometown: Kent, OH

Olivia Marie Zanolli 
Residency: PGY1 Resident 
HCA Florida West Hospital 
Pensacola, FL 
Hometown: North Canton, OH

D O C T O R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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I am eager to enter the pharmacy profession as a new graduate of the class of 2023.  
In order to practice at the top of my license, I fulfill this vow:  
  
For the patient:  
I will practice patient-centered care and always include the patient in the  
decision-making process.  

I will provide compassionate and unbiased care to those that I serve.  

I will serve all patients equally regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, or background.  
  
As a pharmacist:  
I will advocate for the profession of pharmacy, with the goal of continuing to expand  
our role as health care professionals.  

I will lead with integrity, adhering to strong ethical principles and values.  

I will stay updated on new clinical trials and guideline changes to provide the most  
accurate recommendations.  
   
As a health care professional:  
I will embrace team-based learning approaches to ensure improved patient outcomes.  

I will use professionalism in my everyday communication with other members  
of the health care team.  
   
For our profession:  
I promise to devote myself to a lifetime of caring, serving, and treating others with the 
utmost respect.  

I will promote and advocate for the profession of pharmacy by being a life-long learner, 
preceptor, and leader.  
   
For myself:  
I acknowledge and accept these responsibilities of the profession of pharmacy as I stand 
before my family, friends, and colleagues. I WILL be an exceptional pharmacist.

C O L L E G E  O F  P H A R M A C Y  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3  O A T H
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G R A D U A T I N G  C L A S S

C O L L E G E  O F  G R A D U A T E  S T U D I E S
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D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  I N T E G R A T E D 
P H A R M A C E U T I C A L  M E D I C I N E

Cody Juguilon
Dissertation: Understanding the 
Mechanisms of Coronary Microvascular 
Dysfunction in Diabetes
Dissertation Advisor: Liya Yin, M.D., 
Ph.D.
Hometown: Parma, OH

Ernesto Jose Solorzano Zepeda
Dissertation: Lymphatic Invasion Into
Bone, a Rare Disorder With Unexplained
Osteopathy 
Dissertation Advisor: Fayez Safadi, Ph.D. 
Hometown: Managua, Nicaragua

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  M E D I C A L  E T H I C S  
A N D  H U M A N I T I E S

Olivia Jean Anderson
Hometown: Brunswick, OH

Jason Nicholas Constable 
Hometown: Erie, PA

Hannah Marie Girgis 
Hometown: Medford, NJ

Branavan V. Ragunanthan 
Hometown: Canton, OH

Praveena Reddy Tondapu
Hometown: Strongsville, OH

Kelsey Alexandra Johnson 
Hometown: Kansas, OH

Isabelle Hope Mawby 
Hometown: Hudson, OH

Koshala Selvakumar 
Hometown: Liberty Twp., OH
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M A S T E R  O F  L E A D E R S H I P  I N 
H E A L T H  S Y S T E M S  S C I E N C E

Isaiah Jeremiah Murray 	
Hometown: Rochester, MN

Ethan Joseph Sontz 
Hometown: Rancho Mirage, CA

Danielle Suah Oh  
Hometown: Vienna, VA

Jordan Alea Stewart
Hometown: Plantation, FL

Christopher David Roscoe 	
Hometown: Brilliant, OH

Tony Chen Zhao
Hometown: Rochester, NY

Michael David Kay 	
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

Joel Ravichandar  
Hometown: Bristow, VA

Greta Wilker  
Hometown: Belding, MI

Connor James Maloney 	
Hometown: Madison, WI

Hannah Elisabeth Berlin 	
Hometown: Anderson Twp., OH

Roshen George Eapen
Hometown: Wall, NJ
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Alexander Prosper Powell 
Hometown: Cuyahoga Falls, OH

Morgan Sperling
Hometown: Akron, OH

M A S T E R  O F  P U B L I C  H E A L T H

Shivani Neil Agarwal 
Hometown: Stow, OH

Summer Lena Aiti 
Hometown: Canton, OH

Kyley Ann Mollohan Findley
Hometown: Parma, OH

Enoch Nti Duah
Hometown: Accra, Ghana

Rami A. Ismail 
Hometown: Nablis, Palestine

Curtis James Rude, Pharm.D.
Hometown: Ravenna, OH

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  H E A L T H - S Y S T E M 
P H A R M A C Y  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  I N T E G R A T I V E  P H A R M A C Y 
M E D I C I N E  I N N O V A T I O N

M A S T E R  I N  F O U N D A T I O N S  O F  M E D I C I N E

Max Rafael Alvarez
Hometown: Dunedin, FL

Mason Michael Covel
Hometown: Alexandria, MN
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Madeline Alexandra Guy 
Hometown: Nashville, TN

Taeris Guzman 	   
Hometown: Kissimmee, FL

Arnold Diaz 	
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

Nicholas David Hackstedde 
Hometown: Columbiana, OH

Alexie Eliane Kindy 	
Hometown: Minot, ND

Kamille Lee Miracle 	
Hometown: Green, OH

Hudson Conor Rogers
Hometown: Gilbert, AZ

Cayman Delaney Pearsall
Hometown: Millersville, MD

Loga Suresh Iyer 	   
Hometown: Mason, OH

Klarens Thomas Menage 	   
Hometown: Miami, FL

Brianna Owairu 	   
Hometown: Gardena, CA

Alison Jo Pryor
Hometown:  Hollandale, MN

M A S T E R  I N  F O U N D A T I O N S  O F  M E D I C I N E
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Kennedy Watson 	
Hometown: White Lake, MI

Adam Patrick Sanchez 	   
Hometown: Bay Harbor Islands, FL

C E R T I F I C A T E  I N  G L O B A L  H E A L T H

C E R T I F I C A T E  I N  M E D I C A L  E T H I C S 
A N D  H U M A N I T I E S

Spencer Crocker 
Hometown: Salt Lake City, UT

C E R T I F I C A T E  I N  H E A L T H  R E S E A R C H

Meghana Chanamolu
Hometown: Lima, OH

Sophie Bell 
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Tanner McGuire
Hometown: Cedar City, UT



ACP Ohio Chapter Outstanding Medical Student of the Year Award 	 Matthew Kubina 

Class Speaker 	 Alessandro Brunetti

Diversity Leader Award	 Aviva Aguilar

Excellence in Emergency Medicine Award 	 Hayley Drlik

Excellence in Family Medicine Award 	 Jamie Pandey

Excellence in Internal Medicine	 Matthew Nied

Excellence in Obstetrics/Gynecology Award	 Itohan Aikhionbare

Excellence in Pediatrics Award	 Krithika Sundaram

Excellence in Psychiatry	 Sarah Eley 

Excellence in Surgery Award	 Derek Teeling

William H. Falor Research Award 	 Gordon Hong, Gabriel Mirhaidari 

Ideal Physician Award 	 Carla Baaklini, Sophie Bell, Frank Castro, Jamie Pandey, Ali Syed

Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award	 Krithika Sundaram

Matthew Allen Lewis Award for Outstanding Patient Care	 Jamie Pandey
and Mastery of the Science of Medicine Award

Outstanding Achievement Award	 Sanjay Jinka

Service to College of Medicine Award	 Jamie Pandey

United States Public Health Service Excellence in Public Health Award	 Monika Satoskar

Volunteer Service to Community Award	 Evelyn Lee
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COLLEGE OF MEDICINE  ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA MEMBERS

VIRTUOUS HEALER HONOR SOCIETY MEMBERS

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE ELECTED STUDENT LEADERS

NEOMED Student Council 
Isabel Kiko
Matthew Nied 

Student Conduct Council 
Carla Baaklini 
Matthew Russ 

Student Curriculum Council  
Alexandra Glaser 
Ali Syed 

Ashley Audi  
Carla Baaklini 
Alexandra Brooks  
Richard Chahine 
Meghana Chanamolu  
Jessica Chang  
Sarah Eley 
Nupur Goel 

Megha Gupta 
Sanjay Jinka 
Isna Khaliq  
Kelly Kimball 
Matthew Kubina 
Charles Leahy 
Evelyn Lee 
Prachi Lele 

Brett Lowden  
Kevin Mo 
Jay Natarajan 
Adrianna Nicholson 
Matthew Nied  
Kishan Pandya 
Jonathan Sasse  
Monika Satoskar 

Sanika Satoskar 
Krithika Sundaram 
Ali Syed 
Derek Teeling 
Paayal Vora 

Nupur Goel 
Sanjay Jinka 

Kelly Kimball 
Jamie Pandey 

Krithika Sundaram 
Ali Syed 

Rita Marie Yaacoub

A W A R D S  A N D  H O N O R S

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE STUDENT AWARDS
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C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3

Outstanding Service (Faculty)
Paul Lecat, M.D.
	 Professor of Family and Community Medicine, 
 	 Internal Medicine and Pediatrics

OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE CLASS AWARD

Outstanding Service (Staff)
Corrie Stofcho, M.D. (’06)
	 Assistant Dean of Students 
	 Clinical Associate Professor of Pediatrics

Akron Area Society of Health-System Pharmacists Pharmacy Practice Award	 Miranda Galleher

APhA-ASP Senior Recognition 	 Paige Tulcewicz

Bowl of Hygeia Award 	 Lauryn Jenkins

Commitment to Service Award  	 Hala Daghlas-Yusuf

Council of Ohio Colleges of Pharmacy Leadership Award  	 Faith Belcher

Council of Ohio Colleges of Pharmacy Leadership Scholarship  	 Vindya Perera

Evidence-Based Medicine Approach to Patient Care Award 	 Kamryn Del Vecchio

Excellence in Clinical Communication and Patient Care Award  	 Destiny Patrick

Ohio Pharmacists Association Student Leadership Award  	 Elizabeth Clapper

Outstanding Researcher Award  	 Melvin Vazquez

Pharmacy Diversity Inclusion and Excellence Award 	 Hala Daghlas-Yusuf

Professional Achievement Award  	 Paul Lungu

Student Excellence in Role Modeling of Interprofessional Collaboration Award	 Bushra Altabbaa

Student Marshal (Gonfalonian)  	 Emily Graves

Summa Health Rootstown Pharmacy Community Practice Award 	 Austin Clapper

Viatris Excellence in Pharmacy Award  	 George Koupiaris

United States Public Health Service Excellence in Public Health Pharmacy Award	 Paige Tulcewicz

Walgreens Pharmacy Multilingual Award 	 Kimvan Bui 

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY STUDENT AWARDS

Aviva Aguilar 
Youstina Bolok 
Yaa Bosompim 
Hayley Drlik 

Ibrahim Fattah 
Ashley Houston 
Andrew Matsushita 
Adam Muntaser 

Paul Orefice 
Daniel Pastel
Joseph Piks 
Lance Reidenbach 

Payas Shah 
Keira Wilson 
Rita Marie Yaacoub

Itohan Aikhionbare 
Garrison Burky 
Levi Franson 
Sanjay Jinka 

Kelsey Johnson 
Matthew Kubina 
Charles Leahy 
Derrick Mershon 

Jay Natarajan 
Jamie Pandey 
Alex Tang 
Nicholas Thomas 

Paayal Vora

RURAL PATHWAY

URBAN PATHWAY
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Naheel Al-Qadan 
Bushra Altabbaa 
Elizabeth Clapper 
Miranda Galleher 
Emily Graves 
Mason Hawes 
Lauryn Jenkins 

George Koupiaris 
Amber Kovach 
Joshua Lukachinsky 
Megan Pantaleano 
Vindya Perera 
Kayla Rektor 
Katie Shupp 

Jacob Smearman
Elizabeth Snodgrass 
Paige Tulcewicz 

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY PHI LAMBDA SIGMA MEMBERS

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY RHO CHI MEMBERS

Bushra Altabbaa
Anthony Angyal 
Faith Belcher
Austin Clapper
Elizabeth Clapper
Kamryn Del Vecchio

Miranda Galleher
Emily Graves 
Lauryn Jenkins
George Koupiaris
Ezziree Morrow 
Vindya Perera

Katie Shupp
Jacob Smearman
Paige Tulcewicz
Melvin Vazquez

NEOMED Student Council 
Anthony Angyal 
Hala Daghlas-Yusuf 

Student Conduct Council 
George Koupiaris 
Jacob Petrovets 

Student Curriculum Council 
Elizabeth Clapper
Mason Hawes

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY ELECTED STUDENT LEADERS

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY FACULTY AWARDS 

Most Influential Professor/Faculty Award  
Magdi Awad, Pharm.D., R.Ph., M.S.A.
	 Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice 

P4 Preceptor (Core Faculty) of the Year Award 
Patrick Gallegos, Pharm.D., BCPS
	 Associate Professor of Internal Medicine 
	 and Pharmacy Practice 

P4 Preceptor (Volunteer) of the Year Award  
Jennifer Hockings, Pharm.D., Ph.D.
	 Pharmacotherapy Specialist


