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To the NEOMED Community:  

Welcome to the 41st Northeast Ohio Medical University Commencement. 

� e Class of 2021 will forever be recognized for its perseverance. Your academic journey abruptly changed 
in March 2020 at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in the U.S. Yet you continued to thrive with the 
unwithered tenacity that brought you here as an aspiring health professional. Many of you even found the 
time outside of the classroom to lend a helping hand to those who were most vulnerable during the pandemic. 

� is dedication to service is what makes you the next generation of leaders in the health professions. 
I am certain that this class will go on to do extraordinary things while serving our communities. 

I would like to o� er a special thank you to Sandra Emerick, Ed.D., and the Commencement Committee 
for making today’s events possible. � is team worked tirelessly to � nd solutions that allow us to celebrate 
this monumental occasion while managing the constant uncertainties brought on by the pandemic.  

Congratulations to our newest physicians, pharmacists, researchers and other health professionals! Enjoy this 
special day of celebration as a re� ection of your remarkable achievements during your time at NEOMED. I 
look forward to seeing your success stories as you become leaders in your health professions. 

Sincerely, 

John T. Langell
President

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N TL E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
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A B O U T  N O R T H E A S T  O H I O  M E D I C A L  U N I V E R S I T Y

For more than 40 years, Northeast Ohio Medical University has been changing the lives of individuals in the 
region through the innovative teaching of tomorrow’s physicians, pharmacists, public health o�  cials and health 
care researchers.

M I S S I O N

NEOMED harnesses diversity, innovation and collaboration to create transformative leaders and improve 
health through education, discovery and service.

V I S I O N

To be the model of excellence in innovative education and impactful research to create transformational health 
care leaders of tomorrow.

V A L U E S

NEOMED incorporates the following values in all that we do: Leadership, Excellence, Advocacy, Diversity, 
Equity and Respect (LEADER).

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

Richard B. McQueen, Chair 

Phillip L. Trueblood, Vice Chair 

E. Douglas Beach, Ph.D. 

Sharlene Ramos Chesnes 

William H. Considine, M.H.S.A. 

Robert J. Klonk 

Chander M. Kohli, M.D. 

Darrell L. McNair, M.B.A. 

Susan Tave Zelman, Ph.D.

STUDENT TRUSTEES

Joshua L. Tidd (’23) 

AuBree R. LaForce (’21)

• • • • • •

NEOMED is committed to preparing students for a health care career in a multicultural environment by increasing 
the diversity of the student body, faculty and sta�  and by enhancing policies, procedures and practices that support 
a collaborative environment.

NEOMED is an equal opportunity employer and educator.



06

Doctor of Philosophy or Master of Science in Integrated Pharmaceutical Medicine
� e program educates and develops independent scientists and scholars with unique cross-disciplinary 
perspective bridging pharmaceutical sciences with medical disciplines, with a focus on advancement 
of disease mechanisms and targets for therapeutic interventions.

Master of Arts in Medical Ethics and Humanities
In this program students critically examine and apply ethical and health humanities-based theories, concepts, 
and issues relevant to global health; illness and disease; medical culture and practice; social justice; health policy 
and law; literature and media. Students gain experience toward their professional development as healthcare 
professionals, clinical ethicists, humanities scholars, and bioethicists.

Master of Public Health
A program that provides graduates with a foundation of public health skills and knowledge, including analytic 
skills, research strategies, community assessment methods, program implementation, evaluation and policy 
development within an ethical and culturally sensitive perspective.

Master of Science in Health-System Pharmacy Administration
� e degree program is designed for individuals who wish to build on their professional competence and enables 
them to manage complex health-system pharmacy departments at the institutional and departmental levels.

Master of Science in Modern Anatomical Sciences and Master of Modern Anatomical Sciences 
� e Modern Anatomical Sciences program is designed to train the next generation of anatomists and 
anatomy educators. � e program provides a high volume of hands-on experience in a research setting 
and the opportunity to work and learn as part of an interprofessional team with health care professionals.

Medical Ethics and Humanities Certi� cates
A program designed to combine clinical practice with ethics consultation, education and research.

N O R T H E A S T  O H I O  M E D I C A L  U N I V E R S I T Y 
D E G R E E S  A N D  C E R T I F I C A T E S

Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) 
� e degree curriculum fuses behavioral, biological, clinical, community health and social sciences with the 
humanities. Students are grounded in the complex interplay of these disciplines as they pertain to patient care 
and health outcomes.

Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.)
� is program o� ers an interprofessional curriculum that blends classroom and practice experiences 
to provide the knowledge, skills and professionalism that is necessary to succeed as a pharmacist.

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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A C A D E M I C  R E G A L I A

� e academic regalia worn at commencement is of medieval origin and dates back to the 11th century. � e 
scholars of Bologna, Salamanca, Paris, Oxford, Cambridge, Louvain and Heidelberg dressed in a manner that 
would distinguish them from merchants and other townspeople.

� e gown originally may have been worn to keep the teachers warm in unheated classrooms. � e gowns of 
bachelor’s and master’s degree recipients are usually black without trimmings. � e front of the doctoral gowns 
is faced with velvet and adorned with three velvet bars on the sleeves. 

� e hood is lined with colors that denote the � eld of study represented by the wearer’s degree. � e colors of 
the hood are those of the college or university from which the degree is granted. � e length of the hood is 
correspondingly longer with each advanced degree.

� e Northeast Ohio Medical University hood was designed to re� ect the colors of the University, blue and 
silver. 

• • • • • •

� e gold cords worn by selected faculty members identify those individuals who have been designated 
NEOMED Master Teachers. � is honor recognizes faculty who have consistently excelled at advancing the 
art and scholarship of teaching and who have developed innovative teaching methods within the medical 
profession.

� e green and gold cords worn by members of the graduating class of the College of Medicine identify those 
who are Alpha Omega Alpha members.

� e white cords worn by members of the graduating class of the College of Medicine identify those who have 
been inducted into the NEOMED Virtuous Healer Honor Society.

� e purple and white cords worn by members of the graduating class of the College of Pharmacy identify those 
who are Rho Chi members.

� e yellow and green cords worn by members of the graduating class of the College of Pharmacy identify those 
who are Phi Lambda Sigma members.
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P R O G R A M

Presentation of the University Mace  Patrick J. Gallegos, Pharm.D., Grand Marshall
   Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice
   Chair, University Council

Gonfalonian –  Samuel Doerle 
College of Medicine

Gonfalonian –  Leetsa Lambis 
College of Pharmacy  

Gonfalonian –  Priya Raman, Ph.D, M.Pharm.
College of Graduate Studies  Associate Professor of Integrative Medical Sciences

Bowl of Hygeia –  Ashley Brooks 
College of Pharmacy

Declaration of Assembly Patrick J. Gallegos, Pharm.D.

Welcome John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A., FACS    
   President

National Anthem Timothy Culver
   Associate Professor of Voice, Kent State University

Remarks  Richard B. McQueen  
   Chair, Board of Trustees 

Honorary Degree Recipients Daisy L. Alford-Smith, Ph.D., M.Ed., B.S.N. 
  Ronald B. Richard, M.A.
   President and CEO, � e Cleveland Foundation

Keynote Speaker Cli�  A. Megerian, M.D., FACS    
   CEO, University Hospitals Health System

Conferral of Degrees John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A., FACS

Announcement of Graduates  Sandra M. Emerick, Ed.D.    
   Senior Executive Director, Academic A� airs 
   and Student Services    
   Assistant Professor of Family and Community Medicine    
   Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice
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College of Medicine 

 Announcement of Hooders Elisabeth H. Young, M.D. (’85), FACP  
 and Presentation of Doctor   Vice President for Health A� airs
 of Medicine Degrees  Dean, College of Medicine    
   Professor of Internal Medicine

 Conferral of Doctor John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A., FACS
 of Medicine Degrees

 College of Medicine Class Oath College of Medicine Class of 2021

College of Pharmacy

 Announcement of Hooders Richard J. Kasmer, Pharm.D., J.D.
 and Presentation of Doctor  Vice President for Academic A� airs

of Pharmacy Degrees  Dean, College of Pharmacy     
   Professor of Pharmacy Practice    
   Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences

 Conferral of Doctor John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A., FACS
 of Pharmacy Degrees

 College of Pharmacy Class Oath  College of Pharmacy Class of 2021

College of Graduate Studies

 Presentation of Doctoral  Steven P. Schmidt, Ph.D. 
 and Masters Degrees  Vice President for Research    
   Dean, College of Graduate Studies   
   Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences

 Conferral of Doctoral John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A., FACS
 and Masters Degrees

Military Oath John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A., FACS
   Colonel, U.S. Air Force, Retired

Alumni Welcome Corrie Stofcho, M.D. (’06)    
   President, NEOMED Alumni Association Board of Directors

Closing John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A., FACS

P R O G R A M
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S P E C I A L  R E C O G N I T I O N

College of Medicine Julie Aultman, Ph.D. 
Faculty Hooders  Professor of Family and Community Medicine and 
   Director of Medical Ethics and Humanities Program  
  L. Austin Fredrickson, M.D. (’14)
   Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine  
  Paul Lecat, M.D. 
   Professor of Internal Medicine Pediatrics and 
   Family Medicine, and Internal Medicine Clerkship 
   Clinical Experience Director 
  Douglas Moses, M.D. (’95)
   Clinical Professor of Pediatrics and Associate Dean 
   for Admissions and Student A� airs  
  Dana Peterson, Ph.D.  
   Associate Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology 
  David Sperling, M.D. (’85) 
   Professor of Family and Community Medicine, and 
   Senior Director of Clinical Experiential Learning 
  Christopher Vinyard, Ph.D. 
   Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology  
  Daniel Wasdahl, M.D. 
   Clinical Professor of Pathology  
  Kenneth Wyatt, D.O. 
   Clinical Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 
   and Pediatric Clerkship Site Director  
  Joseph Zarconi, M.D. (’81) 
   Professor and Chair of Internal Medicine, and 
   Clinical Director for Health Humanities Education 

College of Medicine Class Oath Prabhsimran Batra
  Mackenzie Jackson
  Kanithra Sekaran 
  Katherine Wu
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S P E C I A L  R E C O G N I T I O N

College of Pharmacy  Hannah Cross, Pharm.D.(’13), R.Ph. 
Faculty Hooders  Clinical Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice
  Altaf Darvesh, Ph.D., M.Pharm. 
   Associate Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Associate  
   Professor of Psychiatry, College of Graduate Studies 
  Michael McGrath, R.Ph. 
   Clinical Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
  Chrisovalantis (Chris) Paxos, Pharm.D., BCPP, BCPS, BCGP
   Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice, Associate Professor  
   of Psychiatry 
  Christopher Shelby, Pharm.D., BCPS 
   Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
  Mate Soric, Pharm.D., BCPS, FCCP
   Professor and Chair of Pharmacy Practice, 
   College of Graduate Studies 

College of Pharmacy Class Oath Patrick Nguyen
  Frank Zangare
  Kassandra Kersey
  Brandon Chahda

Military Graduates Air Force
   Kevin Adik
   Shane Mathew
  Army
   Prabhsimran Batra
   Jessica Chan
   Samuel Doerle 
   Corey Herman
  Navy
   Shane Kaplan



0000
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C O M M E N C E M E N T  S P E A K E R

Cli�  A. Megerian, M.D., FACS 
Chief Executive O�  cer, University Hospitals Health System 
Professor, Department of Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery, 
Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine 

Dr. Megerian is CEO of University Hospitals (UH), 
a comprehensive health system with annual revenues 
of $4.4 billion, 20 hospitals, more than 50 health centers 
and outpatient facilities, and over 200 physician o�  ces 
located throughout 16 counties. He assumed this position 
in February 2021. 

Prior to that, Dr. Megerian served as the system’s president, 
a position he was appointed to in December 2019. Previously, 
Dr. Megerian served as president, University Hospitals 
Physician Network and System Institutes, where he was 
charged with managing the clinical integration strategies, 
policies and practice guidelines for more than 2,500 UH 

employed physicians as well as the operations and infrastructure for 14 UH system institutes. � ese clinical 
care institutes bring highly trained sub-specialists together from multiple disciplines to collaborate on the best 
treatment for patients — promoting uniform, standard care protocols and the sharing of best practices. 

Prior to that role, Dr. Megerian served as President, University Hospitals Physician Services, where he raised 
physician productivity to its highest level and signi� cantly increased physician engagement. UH’s physician 
network includes the full-time academic medical practice at UH Cleveland Medical Center and UH’s 
community-based, multispecialty physician network throughout Northeast Ohio. Dr. Megerian is also a 
professor in the Department of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery, at Case Western Reserve University 
School of Medicine where he was chair from 2012-2018. 

As a surgeon, Dr. Megerian co-founded UH’s Cochlear Implant Program and he and his team have 
performed over 1,000 cochlear implant surgeries making it one of the largest programs in the country. 
He joined UH in 2002. Prior to UH, Dr. Megerian served on the physician sta� s of the Louis Stokes 
Cleveland Veteran A� airs Medical Center, Metro Health System Medical Center and Boston Medical 
Center. Additionally, Dr. Megerian worked at University of Massachusetts Medical Center, where he 
served as director of Residency Training, physician unit chief, Department of Audiology, medical director, 
Cochlear Implantation Program, co-director, Center for Skull Base Diseases, and director of Otology and 
Neurotology in the Department of Otolaryngology. 
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Daisy L. Alford-Smith, Ph.D., MS.Ed., B.S.N.

Dr. Alford-Smith is a health care executive with strong � scal, 
administrative and strategic management expertise. She is 
adept in interfacing with national, state and local senior 
policymakers and cabinet-level o�  cials, as well as government 
o�  cials, political strategists, business, and community 
representatives. Dr. Alford-Smith has been recognized for 
her outstanding accomplishments in the health and human 
services arena locally, nationally, and internationally. 

Dr. Alford-Smith is a visionary who has innovatively addressed 
the needs of the public, positively in� uenced health and social 
policy and implemented tactical plans that have a far-reaching, 
positive impact on the health and well-being of individuals. 
Dr. Alford-Smith is a champion for the underprivileged, using 
her background in health care and public policymaking to help 
people worldwide.

Her impressive career in a variety of executive level positions has left a legacy of strong leadership and 
meaningful impact on the lives of many. Prior to her retirement in 2012, Dr. Alford-Smith successfully 
spearheaded the merger of � ve Girl Scout Councils in Northeast Ohio into one. Her previous positions 
include COO with the Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools, director of the Summit County 
Department of Jobs and Family Services, assistant professor and director of the Center for Urban & Minority 
Health at Case Western Reserve University where she also taught at the University of Zimbabwe in Africa; 
director of the Cleveland Department of Public Health and deputy director for the Ohio Department of 
Human Services. Dr. Alford-Smith has served as a health consultant to the South African government and 
to the country of Slovakia and has been a keynote speaker in � ailand and Korea.

Dr. Alford-Smith also served as a member of the Northeast Ohio Medical University Board of Trustees from 
December 2009 through September 2018.

H O N O R A R Y  D E G R E E  R E C I P I E N T



15

Ronald B. Richard, M.A.
President and CEO, � e Cleveland Foundation

Richard has served as president and CEO of the Cleveland 
Foundation since 2003. � e Cleveland Foundation is the 
oldest community foundation in the world, with $2.7 billion 
in assets and annual grants of more than $115 million. 
During the past 30 years, Richard has held a variety of senior 
management positions in government, the private sector and 
the nonpro� t sector. 

Early in his career, Richard was a U.S. diplomat, serving at 
the American consulate general in Osaka/Kobe, Japan, and  
at  the  U.S. State Department. He then spent 13 years at 
Panasonic, leading the company’s North American research 
and development operations and one of its largest sales 
companies. Just before joining the foundation, Richard was 
managing director and chief operating o�  cer of In-Q-Tel, 
the CIA’s venture capital fund. 

Richard currently serves on the boards of the Unify Project and United Way of Greater Cleveland. He is board 
chair of Lake Erie Energy Development Corporation and Evergreen Cooperative Corporation, as well as the 
lead independent director on the board of directors of Emergent BioSolutions, a public biopharmaceutical 
company. He holds a master’s degree in international relations from Johns Hopkins University, a bachelor’s 
degree in American history and Japanese studies from Washington University in St. Louis, and honorary 
doctorates from Baldwin Wallace University and Notre Dame College.

Richard was named 2018’s most powerful person in Greater Cleveland on Cleveland Magazine’s Community 
Leader Power 100 list. He received the Council on Foundations’ Distinguished Service Award, which  
celebrates individuals who have made signi� cant contributions to the � eld of philanthropy, and he was 
inducted into the Northeast Ohio Business Hall of Fame in 2017. In 2012, he was a scholar in residence 
at the University of Arkansas’ Clinton School of Public Service Center on Community Philanthropy.

H O N O R A R Y  D E G R E E  R E C I P I E N T
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C O L L E G E  oƒ  M E D I C I N E
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Searching for clarity and meaning in an ever-changing world, we share a humanness in the power and privilege 

of the relationships we nurture and grow. As students and physicians, we are trained to take information, make 

a diagnosis, and implement a plan of treatment. We are then judged by our success in solving the problem. 

While these problem-solving processes are measurable and necessary, they are not su�  cient to achieve real 

success — which is to care for both our patients and ourselves. 

Rather, our relationships are the fertile soil in which our “successes” grow. � ey subtly shape and inform our 

identity and sense of self. Relationships are inclusive and accompany life’s highest highs and life’s lowest lows, 

but in elation or despair, they are life-a�  rming. � is connection with another empowers both parties. “We” 

is always stronger than “I,” and connectedness is good medicine for your patients and for yourself. Carl Jung 

said, “� e privilege of a lifetime is to become who you truly are.” � e successes of that “privilege” are the 

connections that sustain, educate, and guide each of us. � e foundation of medicine, and of healing, is based 

on the relationships we share with our patients, our colleagues, and our loved ones. May the privilege of your 

lifetime be to become who you truly are. � ank you for the honor of the relationships we have shared. My very 

best wishes to each of you.

 Elisabeth H. Young and the College of Medicine

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D E A N
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Omar M. Azem
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Radiation Oncology
Rush University Medical Center
Chicago, IL
Hometown: Gates Mills, OH 

Lisa Hanna Abbou
Residency: Internal Medicine
Huntington Memorial Hospital
Pasadena, CA
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA 

Farjana Alam
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Spectrum Health/Michigan 
State University
Grand Rapids, MI
Hometown: Hamtramck, MI  

Kevin Adik
Residency: Orthopaedic Surgery
McLaren Health Care Corporation
Flint, MI
Hometown: Westerville, OH 

Neda Amirmokhtari
Residency: Internal Medicine
Ohio State University Medical Center
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Dublin, OH 

Olivia Antonescu
Residency: Transitional
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Interventional Radiology (Integrated)
Ohio State University Medical Center
Columbus, OH
Hometown: North Olmsted, OH 

Rajalakshmy Arakoni
Residency: Pediatrics
University of Florida College of 
Medicine-Shands Hospital
Gainesville, FL
Hometown: Broadview Heights, OH 

Prabhsimran Batra
Residency: Psychiatry
Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center
Bethesda, MD
Hometown: Twinsburg, OH 

Kyle J. Bertea
Residency: Family Medicine
St. Vincent Health Center
Erie, PA
Hometown: Solon, OH 

Jasmine Binod
Residency: Anesthesiology
Allegheny General Hospital
Pittsburgh, PA
Hometown: Lima, OH 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1
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Blaine Aaron Concannon
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Case Western/MetroHealth 
Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Cleveland, OH 

Pranav Reddy Bollavaram
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Ohio State University Medical Center
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Cleveland, OH 

William Arthur Cayuso
Residency: Psychiatry
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Miami, FL 

Erin Leann Burrier
Residency: Family Medicine
UPMC St. Margaret
Pittsburgh, PA
Hometown: Newcomerstown, OH 

Jessica K. Chan
Residency: Family Medicine
Tripler Army Medical Center
Tripler AMC, HI
Hometown: Wyoming, OH 

Jared Cheatham
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary 
Monte� ore Medical Center/Einstein
Bronx, NY
Ophthalmology
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Bronx, NY
Hometown: Cleveland, OH 

Alice Z. Chen
Residency: Internal Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Hudson, OH 

Kathrina Pastolero Consing
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 

Bryson Cook
Residency: Urology
State University of New York at Bu� alo
Bu� alo, NY
Hometown: Poland, OH 

Gerardo Christopher Corsi
Residency: Psychiatry
HCA Healthcare/TriStar
Nashville, TN
Hometown: Canton, OH 

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Matthew Robert DeSanto
Residency: Urology
Charleston Area Medical Center
Charleston, WV
Hometown: Can� eld, OH 

Audrey Victoria Crawford
Residency: Obstetrics and Gynecology
Creighton University A�  liate Hospitals
Phoenix, AZ
Hometown: Solon, OH  

Nathan Dang
Residency: Internal Medicine
Christ Hospital
Cincinnati, OH
Hometown: Akron, OH 

Paige Anne Daily
Residency: Pediatrics
Akron Children’s Hospital-NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Tallmadge, OH 

Ian Allen Dawkins
Residency: Internal Medicine
HCA Healthcare/USF Morsani GME-
Oak Hill Hospital
Brooksville, FL
Hometown: Athens, GA 

Amulya Reddy Dega
Residency: Internal Medicine
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Dublin, OH 

Jennifer Leigh Dennison
Residency: Internal Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Champion, OH 

Robert George DeVito
Residency: Plastic Surgery (Integrated)
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, VA
Hometown: Poland, OH 

Samuel M. Doerle
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Darnall Army Medical Center
Fort Hood, TX
Hometown: Seven Hills, OH 

Shannon Micha Dozier
Residency: Internal Medicine
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Cleveland, OH 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1
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Sophie Carolyne Farah
Residency: Psychiatry
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Hudson, OH 

Deni Drenic
Residency: Internal Medicine
Case Western/MetroHealth 
Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Mentor, OH 

Sagel Dubey
Residency: Internal Medicine
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Columbus, OH 

Lydia Reva Du
Residency: Pathology
Allegheny General Hospital
Pittsburgh, PA
Hometown: Hilliard, OH 

Harshitha Reddy Dudipala
Residency: Internal Medicine
Boston University Medical Center
Boston, MA
Hometown: Akron, OH 

Ryan M. Edelbrock
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Case Western/MetroHealth Medical 
Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Delphos, OH 

April Enger
Residency: Transitional
West Virginia University School 
of Medicine
Morgantown, WV
Ophthalmology
West Virginia University Eye Institute
Morgantown, WV
Hometown: Kirtland, OH 

Hagar Grete Fass-Goykhman
Residency: Family Medicine
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Lakewood, OH
Hometown: Tuscon, AZ

Timothy Dale Fischer
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Aultman Hospital/NEOMED
Canton, OH
Hometown: Columbus, OH 

Stephanie Gao
Residency: Transitional
St. Elizabeth Youngstown Hospital
Youngstown, OH
Hometown: Norton, OH 

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Rahul Gupta
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Aultman Hospital/NEOMED
Canton, OH
Hometown: Dublin, OH 

Emily Anne Gianetti
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
University of Colorado School 
of Medicine
Aurora, CO
Hometown: Can� eld, OH 

Nathan Roy Gorrell
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Tallmadge, OH 

Jennifer Anne Glover
Residency: Internal Medicine-Pediatrics
Case Western/MetroHealth 
Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Weston, FL

Angelo Frank Guastella
Residency: General Surgery
UIC/Metro Group Hospitals
Chicago, IL
Hometown: Aurora, OH 

Heather Nicole Guhde
Residency: Obstetrics and Gynecology
Ohio State University Medical Center
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Euclid, OH 

Gunjan Gupta
Residency: Internal Medicine
Baystate Medical Center
Spring� eld, MA
Hometown: Barrington, RI 

Ramya Gutta
Residency: Internal Medicine
Allegheny General Hospital
Pittsburgh, PA
Hometown: Mason, OH 

Vinchelle Denyse Hardison
Residency: Pediatrics
Nationwide Children’s Hospital
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Waynesville, MO 

Corey Je� rey Herman
Residency: Family Medicine
Darnall Army Medical Center
Fort Hood, TX
Hometown: Fitchburg, WI

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1
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Hirva Dharmesh Joshi
Residency: Internal Medicine
Barnes-Jewish Hospital
St. Louis, MO
Hometown: Youngstown, OH 

Hari S. Iyer
Hometown: Youngstown, OH 

Vivek Jasti
Residency: Internal Medicine
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: New Albany, OH 

Mackenzie Loren Jackson
Residency: General Surgery
Sparrow Hospital
Lansing, MI
Hometown: Powell, OH 

Carmen Javier
Residency: Internal Medicine-
Preventive Medicine
Kaiser Permanente
San Francisco, CA
Hometown: Mexico City, Mexico 

Lacey Sohyun Jeong
Residency: Psychiatry
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Copley, OH 

David James Johnson
Residency: General Surgery
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Bay Village, OH 

Puneet Singh Kang
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Massillon, OH 

Shane Austin Kaplan
Residency: Orthopaedic Surgery
Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center
Bethesda, MD
Hometown: Alliance, OH 

William Edward Kenyhercz
Residency: Internal Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Can� eld, OH 

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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AuBree Rose LaForce
Residency: Family Medicine
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Vermilion, OH 

Kamran Zadeh Kheder
Residency: Family Medicine
St. Elizabeth Youngstown Hospital
Youngstown, OH
Hometown: Hudson, OH 

Chae Yoon Kim
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
Los Angeles, CA
Neurology
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
Los Angeles, CA
Hometown: San Francisco, CA 

Saeed Mahmoud Khoncarly
Residency: Internal Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Twinsburg, OH 

Collin William Klonk
Residency: Internal Medicine
CA Paci� c Medical Center
San Francisco, CA
Hometown: Wadsworth, OH 

Rachel K. Klonk
Residency: Family Medicine
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Strasburg, OH 

Shaili S. Kothari
Residency: Internal Medicine
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Pickerington, OH 

James Dean Lerakis
Residency: Family Medicine
Mount Carmel Health System
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Warren, OH 

Claire E. Lewis
Residency: Psychiatry
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Macedonia, OH 

Coral Z. Li
Residency: Family Medicine
Mount Carmel Health System
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Toledo, OH 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1
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Amir J. Mansour
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Wright State University Boonshoft 
School of Medicine
Dayton, OH
Hometown: Hilliard, OH 

Maria Libertin
Residency: Pediatrics
Maine Medical Center
Portland, ME
Hometown: Green, OH 

Nikila Sarah Luke
Residency: Psychiatry
University of Toledo
Toledo, OH
Hometown: Sylvania, OH 

Chang Lu
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Anesthesiology
University of Maryland Medical Center
Baltimore, MD
Hometown: Rockville, MD 

Aspin Ashok Makadia
Residency: Internal Medicine
University at Bu� alo School of Medicine
Bu� alo, NY
Hometown: Avon Lake, OH 

Briana Ashok Makadia
Residency: Internal Medicine
Case Western/MetroHealth 
Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Avon Lake, OH 

Irada Mamukadze
Residency: General Surgery
Sparrow Hospital
Lansing, MI
Hometown: Dayton, OH 

Shane Korah Mathew
Residency: General Surgery
Rutgers-RW Johnson Medical School 
New Brunswick, NJ
Hometown: Independence, OH 

Joseph William Mayer
Residency: Surgery-Preliminary
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Arcata, CA 

Volha Ivanovna Mazziotto
Residency: Transitional
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Radiology-Diagnostic
Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education
Rochester, MN
Hometown: Minsk, Belarus 

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Emmanuel Nageeb
Residency: General Surgery
Beaumont Health
Royal Oak, MI
Hometown: Solon, OH 

Matthew McIntyre
Residency: Emergency Medicine
University of Tennessee College 
of Medicine
Chattanooga, TN
Hometown: Norton, OH 

Emily Breanne Meyers
Residency: Transitional
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Radiology-Diagnostic
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Southington, OH 

Jude Chinedu Meniru
Residency: Internal Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Canton, OH 

Alexander Gerard Miller
Residency: Ophthalmology
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO
Hometown: Avon Lake, OH 

Trey William Moberly
Residency: Orthopaedic Surgery
University of Kentucky Medical Center
Lexington, KY
Hometown: Hillsboro, OH 

Omar Ayman Mohamed
Residency: Transitional
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Interventional Radiology (Integrated)
Ohio State University Medical Center
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Upper Arlington, OH 

Nathanael William Aziz Nahhas
Residency: Urology
State University of New York, Upstate 
Medical University
Syracuse, NY
Hometown: Columbus, OH 

Krish Nair
Residency: Child Neurology
UPMC Medical Education
Pittsburgh, PA
Hometown: Dublin, OH 

Julie Gi Eun Nam
Residency: Anesthesiology
UC Davis Medical Center
Sacramento, CA
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1
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Aakaash Patel
Residency: Neurology
UPMC Medical Education
Pittsburgh, PA
Hometown: Avon Lake, OH 

Charlie Nishanth Nelson
Residency: Neurological Surgery
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: New Albany, OH 

Mason Reed Page
Residency: Family Medicine
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Gnadenhutten, OH 

Mark Obri
Residency: Internal Medicine
Henry Ford Hospital
Detroit, MI
Hometown: Maumee, OH 

Ashley Clare Jallorina Pajela
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Henry Ford Hospital
Detroit, MI
Hometown: Yigo, Guam 

Ankur Anil Parikh
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
University of Cincinnati Medical Center
Cincinnati, OH
Ophthalmology
University of Cincinnati
Cincinnati, OH
Hometown: Akron, OH 

Kaitlyn Rose Patacca
Residency: General Surgery
St. Elizabeth Youngstown Hospital
Youngstown, OH
Hometown: Independence, OH 

Dhara Patel
Residency: Family Medicine
Tower Health/Chestnut Hill Hospital
Philadelphia, PA
Hometown: Schwenksville, PA

Cynthia Pathmathasan
Residency: Family Medicine
UPMC St. Margaret
Pittsburgh, PA
Hometown: Dublin, OH 

Nicole Sophia Pavlatos
Residency: Emergency Medicine
West Virginia University School 
of Medicine
Morgantown, WV
Hometown: Spring� eld, OH 

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E



28

Shaheera Sarwar
Residency: Pediatrics
Zucker School of Medicine-Northwell 
Cohen Children’s Medical Center
New Hyde Park, NY
Hometown: Sialkot, Pakistan 

Michelle Victoria Pfe� er
Residency: Pediatrics
Nationwide Children’s Hospital
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Austintown, OH 

Komal Kaur Pordal
Residency: Psychiatry
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Mason, OH 

Chaucola Pleasant
Residency: Internal Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Port-Of-Spain, Trinidad 

Rohith Saikumar Raghavendran
Residency: Transitional
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Mason, OH 

Hannah Roop
Residency: Transitional
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Anesthesiology
Wayne State University School 
of Medicine
Pontiac, MI
Hometown: Cuyahoga Falls, OH 

Jusmita Bin Saifullan
Residency: Pathology/Anatomic 
and Clinical
Duke University Medical Center
Durham, NC
Hometown: Danang, Vietnam 

Kanithra Chandra Sekaran
Residency: Internal Medicine
Case Western/MetroHealth 
Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Solon, OH 

Shivani Bipin Shah
Residency: Internal Medicine
Allegheny General Hospital
Pittsburgh, OH
Hometown: Strongsville, OH 

Aditya Sharma
Residency: Internal Medicine
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center
Lebanon, NH
Hometown: Findlay, OH 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1
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Geetika Srivastava
Residency: Internal Medicine
Case Western/MetroHealth 
Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Dayton, OH 

Bryan Jonathan Shure
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Stow, OH 

Amarpreet Singh
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
Western Reserve Health Education/
NEOMED
Warren, OH
Hometown: Strongsville, OH 

Alen Siljak
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Mentor, OH 

Priya Singh
Residency: Pediatrics
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center
Cincinnati, OH
Hometown: Sylvania, OH 

Devon Alyse Smith
Residency: Family Medicine
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Lakewood, OH
Hometown: Westlake, OH 

Meredith Pamela Spitz
Residency: Ophthalmology
Geisinger Medical Center
Danville, PA
Hometown: Hudson, OH 

Nicholas Srnick
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Case Western/MetroHealth 
Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: May� eld Heights, OH 

Matthew James Steiner
Residency: Family Medicine
St. Vincent Health Center
Erie, PA
Hometown: Dalton, OH 

Emily Kathleen Sullivan
Residency: Pediatrics
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center
Cincinnati, OH
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH 

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Ahana Walia
Residency: Pediatrics
Akron Children’s Hospital-NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Dublin, OH 

Venkat Tondapu
Residency: Internal Medicine
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Strongsville, OH 

Natalie Anne Vajda
Residency: Pediatrics
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Broadview Heights, OH 

Talia Marie Torres
Residency: Family Medicine
St. Elizabeth Youngstown Hospital
Youngstown, OH
Hometown: Fresh Meadows, NY 

Sindhura Vallabhaneni
Residency: Obstetrics and Gynecology
Case Western/MetroHealth 
Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Aurora, OH 

Sheela Vaswani
Residency: Psychiatry
Ohio State University Medical Center
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Powell, OH 

Joseph Antonio Vitale
Residency: Anesthesiology
UPMC Medical Education
Pittsburgh, PA
Hometown: Parma, OH 

Luke Vincent Weber
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Mt. Sinai Medical Center
Miami Beach, FL
Hometown: Fayetteville, OH 

Andrew James Whipkey
Residency: General Surgery
University of Kentucky Medical Center
Lexington, KY
Hometown: Ravenna, OH 

Shana Danielle Williams
Residency: Family Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: West Salem, OH 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1
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Katherine C. Wu
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
OhioHealth-Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Columbus, OH 

Revanth Sai Yendamuri
Residency: Internal Medicine
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Alpharetta, GA

Priscilla Yan
Residency: Neurology
Riverside Community Hospital
Riverside, CA
Hometown: Anchorage, AK

Michael Chun Yeung Yim
Residency: Internal Medicine
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Somerset, NJ 

Mark Allen Yoder
Residency: Internal Medicine-
Medical Genetics
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Dalton, OH 

D O C T O R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E

Allyson Paige Zabell
Residency: Pediatrics
UPMC Medical Education
Pittsburgh, PA
Hometown: Orange, OH 

Eesha Zaheer
Residency: Pediatrics
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Bourbonnais, IL

Wenjuan Zhang
Residency: Neurology
University of Maryland Medical Center
Baltimore, MD
Hometown: Athens, OH 

Zackery William Zuga
Residency: Internal Medicine
St Elizabeth Youngstown Hospital
Youngstown, OH
Hometown: Farmdale, OH
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Kevin Adik 
Rajalakshmy Arakoni
Jasmine Binod
Alice Zixuan Chen
Gerardo Christopher Corsi
Audrey Victoria Crawford
Amulya Reddy Dega
Harshitha Reddy Dudipala

N E O M E D  P A T H W A Y  P R O G R A M  G R A D U A T E S

Together We Advance Community Health
� rough formal collaborations with other universities and colleges, NEOMED strives to improve the health, economy 
and quality of life in Northeast Ohio through the education of our students.

Cleveland State University

Jared Seth Cheatham
Blaine Aaron Concannon
Jennifer Leigh Dennison
Shannon M Dozier
Deni Drenic
Ryan Matthew Edelbrock
Heather Nicole Guhde 

Neda Amirmokhtari
Omar M. Azem
Kyle J. Bertea
Pranav Reddy Bollavaram
Erin Leann Burrier
Jessica Kwong Yun Chan
Bryson Patrick Cook

Kent State University

The University of Akron

Olivia Antonescu
Prabhsimran Batra
Nathan Ngoc Dang
Robert George DeVito
Lydia Reva Du
Emily Anne Gianetti
Rahul Gupta

Youngstown State University

Talia Marie Torres

The City College of New York – The Sophie Davis School of Biomedical Education

Sophie Carolyne Farah
Hagar Grete 
 Fass-Goykhman 
Carmen Javier
Saeed Mahmoud  
 Khoncarly
Claire Lewis

Irada Mamukadze
Chaucola Katura Pleasant
Bryan Jonathan Shure 
Amarpreet Singh
Geetika Srivastava
Nicholas Srnick
Natalie Anne Vajda

Joseph Antonio Vitale
Shana Danielle Williams
Revanth Sai Yendamuri
Eesha A. Zaheer

Ian Allen Dawkins
Matthew Robert DeSanto
Samuel M. Doerle
Sagel Kiran Dubey
April Dawn Enger
Vivek V. Jasti
Lacey Sohyun Jeong

Collin William Klonk
Briana Ashok Makadia
Amir Jamal Mansour
Shane Korah Mathew
Alexander Gerard Miller
Omar Ayman Mohamed
Charlie Nishanth Nelson

Mark Samer Samaan Obri
Michelle Victoria Pfe� er
Kanithra Chandra Sekaran
Priya Singh
Devon Alyse Smith
Ahana Walia
Katherine C. Wu

Ramya Gutta
Hari S. Iyer
Mackenzie Loren Jackson
Hirva Dharmesh Joshi
Puneet Singh Kang
Rachel Katherine Klonk
James Dean Lerakis

Coral Zhiqi Li
Aspin Ashok Makadia
Trey William Moberly
Krish Nair
Ankur Anil Parikh
Rohith Saikumar  
 Raghavendran

Aditya Sharma
Venkat Reddy Tondapu
Sindhura Vallabhaneni
Andrew James Whipkey
Zackery William Zuga

Stephanie Gao
Shaili S. Kothari
Nikila Sarah Luke
Jude Chinedu Meniru
Emmanuel Michael  
 Nageeb
Nathanael William Aziz  
 Nahhas

Mason R. Page
Kaitlyn Rose Patacca
Aakaash D. Patel
Cynthia Pathmathasan
Nicole Sophia Pavlatos
Komal Kaur Pordal
Hannah Catherine Roop
Shivani Bipin Shah

Meredith Pamela Spitz
Sheela Vaswani
Luke Vincent Weber
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C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1  O A T H

With dedication and sincerity, I vow to uphold this oath to our future patients, fellow caregivers, 
communities, and those who have supported us in our education.  

  

To my patients, I pledge: 

 To look beyond illness, and treat fellow human beings   

 To alleviate su� ering whenever possible — to care even when I cannot cure  

 To view the patient as my most valuable teacher; to never stop listening to 
 and learning from them   

To my colleagues, I pledge:  

 To respect my peers regardless of specialty, di� erence of opinion, or level of experience  

 To have the con� dence and consideration to o� er help and the humility to accept it  

 To foremost share the goal of patient care; to recognize that this goal is best   
 achieved together    

To the community, I pledge:  

 To always o� er my humble guidance in times of medical uncertainty  

 To champion access to health care where there are barriers, and inclusion where there 
 is discrimination  

 To recognize that social injustice is a plague to health equity and to denounce biases 
 in care   

   

To my family, friends and myself, I pledge:  

 To strive for balance between my personal and professional lives  

 To support my personal wellness not only for myself, but also for those in my care  

 To practice humility, curiosity, and loyalty in both my medical career and relationships  

 To be an advocate for the health of my friends, family, and all others   

  

With this oath, I strive to maintain the highest standards of empathy, humility, and enthusiasm as a 
physician. I pledge to always seek to be deserving of my patients, physicians who have come before 
me, students who will come after me, and my community. I will never forget that the patient is why 
I am here.



C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1

C O L L E G E  oƒ  P H A R M A C Y
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� e faculty and sta�  from the College of Pharmacy want to express our sincere congratulations to the Class 

of 2021. It is quite remarkable to have had the opportunity to see you grow and mature during your time 

at NEOMED and we have high expectations for your successes in the future. � is graduating class will be 

part of the group that are change agents as the practice of pharmacy continues to evolve where the role of 

pharmacist is recognized and relied upon as a key member of the health care team. I have no doubt that you 

will represent NEOMED well and we wish all the very best as you pursue your careers in whatever direction 

they may go. Please stay in touch with your fellow alumni, College and University and feel free to contact 

us if the need arises. 

Richard Kasmer and the College of Pharmacy

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D E A N



36

Nuur Alkenany
Hometown: Dearborn, MI

Dina Baghdadi
Hometown: Dearborn, MI  

Ashley Shannon-Rollia Bell
Hometown: Clinton, MD

Patrick J. Bigley
Hometown: Westerville, OH

Ashley D. Brooks
Residency:
UH Meds
Parma, OH
Hometown: Akron, OH

Blake Benjamin Bruce
Hometown: Wellington, OH

Chase Matthew Carvalho
Hometown: Honolulu, HI

Anthony Jovino Rocco 
Goncalves Cavaliere
Hometown: Long Island City, NY

Michael Hollis Chachko
Hometown: Hartford, OH

Brandon Hassan Chahda
Hometown: Westlake, OH

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1
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Inna Cheban
Hometown: Walton Hills, OH

Jamee Rene Colucci
Residency:
Akron Children’s Hospital
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Je� erson, OH

Cody Michael Davis
Hometown: Boardman, OH

Srikant Vivek Dhanireddy
Hometown: Strongsville, OH

Steven Joseph Fosnight
Residency: 
Trellis RX at Summa Health System
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Brim� eld, OH

Mobolaji Shuaib Giwa
Hometown: Lagos, Nigeria

Nicholas Andrew Groth
Hometown: Aurora, OH

Zachary William Herrington
Residency: 
Aultman Hospital
Canton, OH 
Hometown: Wintersville, OH

Timothy James Huskey
Hometown: Conneaut, OH

Kassandra Irene Kersey
Hometown: Terre Haute, IN 

D O C T O R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1

Kevin David King
Residency:
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Oxford, MI

Alexander Nicholas Knoer
Hometown: Medina, OH

Rita S. Kobylyuk
Hometown: Kent, OH

Leetsa J. Lambis
Residency:
University Hospitals - Geauga Medical 
Center
Chardon, OH 
Hometown: Warren, OH

Raymond N. Larnyoh
Hometown: Greater Accra, Ghana

Ekua Laryea
Hometown: Accra, Ghana

Kaitlyn Lee Latham
Hometown: Uniontown, OH

Mackenzie Ann Lloyd
Residency: 
VA Northeast Ohio Healthcare System
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Kent, OH

Phuoc Huu Ly
Hometown: Norcross, GA

Tyler Matthew Lynn
Hometown: Zanesville, OH
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Korie Lynn Maryo
Hometown: Middleburg Heights, OH

Summer Ali Matar
Hometown: Fairlawn, OH

Kaylee Ann McCa� rey
Residency:
Butler VA Health Care System
Butler, PA 
Hometown: Wellsville, OH

Erica Rose McCoy
Residency: 
AxessPointe/NEOMED
Barberton, OH
Hometown: Akron, OH

Alyssa Lynn McIntire
Residency:
Cleveland Clinic Medina Hospital
Medina, OH 
Hometown: Marietta, OH

Matthew Steven Melton
Hometown: Brim� eld, OH

Brandon Lee Miller
Hometown: Warren, OH

Maria Katherine Mohar
Hometown: Stillwater, MN 

Angie Marie Morris
Hometown: Canal Fulton, OH

� ierry Joel Nangue
Hometown: Kent, OH

D O C T O R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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Patrick Nguyen
Residency: 
AxessPointe/NEOMED  
Kent, OH
Hometown: Garden Grove, CA

Trangchau Kim Nguyen
Hometown: Houston, TX

Alexander James Oleksy
Hometown: Streetsboro, OH

Aisha Oluwakemi Osanyinpeju
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Shadrack Osei Baah
Hometown: Accra, Ghana

Danielle Nicole Pagano
Residency: 
Summa Health System
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Warren, OH

Cara Merlie Parrish
Residency: 
Southwest General Health Center
Middleburg Heights, OH 
Hometown: Westerville, OH

Bhavika G. Patel
Residency:
Aultman Alliance Community Hospital
Alliance, OH 
Hometown: Akron, OH

Valerie Ingrid Pfa� 
Hometown: Hiram, OH

Olivia Jacqueline Polverine
Residency:
St. Elizabeth Youngstown Hospital
Youngstown, OH 
Hometown: Beloit, OH

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1
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Adam Joseph Prechtl
Hometown: Grafton, OH

William Roger Putho� 
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Nikola Radojkovic
Hometown: Parma Heights, OH

Zenab Ali Saleh
Hometown: Dearborn, MI

Kelsey Marie Seidel
Hometown: Portsmouth, OH

Lucia Serna-Ramirez
Hometown: Scottsdale, AZ

Daniel Allen Sevarns
Hometown: Newberry, MI

Brianna Nicole Smith
Hometown: Glenwillow, OH

Amber LaVon Spirtos
Hometown: Youngstown, OH

Roxanne Spitulski
Hometown: Toledo, OH

D O C T O R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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Amber Lauren Takacs
Hometown: Canton, OH

Julia Maria Tirak
Residency:
UH Meds
Parma, OH
Hometown: Hinckley, OH

Connor Davis VanFleet
Residency: 
Cleveland Clinic Akron General
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Wadsworth, OH

Amy Vo
Hometown: Sandusky, OH

David Colmenares Whipkey
Residency: 
Aultman Alliance Community Hospital
Alliance, OH 
Hometown: Poland, OH

Jubilee Christian Winar
Residency:
MetroHealth System
Cleveland, OH 
Hometown: Brecksville, OH

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1

Courtney Nicole Wolfe
Hometown: New Galilee, PA

Katie Lynn Wright
Hometown: Barberton, OH

Frank Zangare
Residency:
Evernorth (Cigna Corporation) 
St. Louis, MO
Hometown: Cleveland, OH
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To guide patients with their health care, to educate on medications is my cause;

I will be the best pharmacist I can be. 

I will devote myself to service, advocating for my patients and profession.  

I will put the patient � rst in all my endeavors.  

I will strive to provide excellent health care to all patients that come to me in need.  

I will provide lifelong exceptional care for my patients by continually expanding my knowledge 

and skills.  

I will use my knowledge and expertise to assure optimal outcomes for my patients.  

I will be the symbol of professionalism and mentor the next generation of pharmacists.  

I take these vows voluntarily with the full realization of the responsibility with which I am 

entrusted by the public. 

C O L L E G E  O F  P H A R M A C Y  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1  
O A T H  O F  A  P H A R M A C I S T



C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1

C O L L E G E  oƒ  G R A D U A T E  S T U D I E S



My heartiest and most sincere congratulations to members of the College of Graduate Studies graduating class 

of 2021. As if the rigor of graduate education isn’t challenging enough, in your journeys to obtain your graduate 

degrees you have been presented — since March, 2020 — with heretofore almost unthinkable obstacles and 

adversities in your paths to complete your degrees and, for some of you, in your personal lives. And yet you 

have had the will and determination to succeed in completing your degrees. Well done! If there is a silver 

lining for you from the pandemic I hope it is the realization that — while trauma, obstacles and adversity have 

been, and will always be a fact of life — these experiences are how you grow stronger. Our world has been 

shaken. Undoubtedly your personal and professional lives have been disrupted and in some cases upended. But, 

resilient people have the mental toughness to believe that they can overcome adverse circumstances rather than 

retreat. Resilient people believe that situations can be reframed in positive terms. Resilient people learn about 

themselves in the struggle and learn about what really matters to them. Graduates, you have demonstrated your 

resiliency by succeeding in obtaining your degrees and moving forward through these challenging times. � e 

didactic information you have acquired in your degree programs will serve you well. But don’t underestimate 

the value of this journey you have been on to you personally. My best wishes for your continued success.

 Steven Schmidt and the College of Graduate Studies

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D E A N
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D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N 
I N T E G R A T E D  P H A R M A C E U T I C A L  M E D I C I N E

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  M E D I C A L  E T H I C S 
A N D  H U M A N I T I E S

Tori L. Czech
Dissertation Title: Fabrication 
of Osteogenic Protein-Loaded 
� ermoresponsive Hydrogels and 
Translational Assessment for Osteoporotic 
Fracture Healing
Advisor: Moses Oyewumi, Ph.D.
Hometown: Grove City, OH

Brianna Denise Guarino
Dissertation Title:  Role of the Tumor 
Microenvironment on Mechanosensitive 
TRPV4 Channels and Tumor Angiogenesis 
Advisor: Charles � eodeti, Ph.D.
Hometown: Orchard Park, NY

Prabhsimran Batra 
Hometown: Twinsburg, OH

Samuel M. Doerle 
Hometown: Seven Hills, OH

Maria Nicole Libertin 
Hometown: Green, OH

Jude Chinedu Meniru 
Hometown: Canton, OH

Emily Breanne Meyers 
Hometown: Southington, OH

Cynthia Pathmathasan 
Hometown: Dublin, OH
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M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  M E D I C A L  E T H I C S 
A N D  H U M A N I T I E S

Hassan Abdalla 
Hometown: Akron, OH

Verushqa Layla Andrade 
Hometown: Princeville, HI

Frank Steevens Cedeno
Hometown: Miami, FL

Catherine Nicole Gocho Domingo
Hometown: Signal Hill, CA

Chukwunweike Nnamdi Ezeanyika
Hometown: Anambra, Nigeria

Christina Denise Delahoz
Hometown: Mount Dora, FL

Vissy M. Elad
Hometown: Mississauga, Ontario, 
Canada

Johnson Gao
Hometown: Dublin, OH

M A S T E R  O F  M O D E R N  A N A T O M I C A L  S C I E N C E S

Venkat Reddy Tondapu 
Hometown: Strongsville, OH

Andrew James Whipkey 
Hometown: Ravenna, OH

Katherine C. Wu 
Hometown: Columbus, OH
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Elizabeth J. DeCaro 
Hometown: Fairview Park, OH

Dania Lynn El-Shaar 
Hometown: Akron, OH

Andrew David � rockmorton
Hometown: Columbus, OH

Taylor Rae Swan
Hometown: Fair� eld Township, OH

M A S T E R  O F  P U B L I C  H E A L T H

M A S T E R  O F  M O D E R N  A N A T O M I C A L  S C I E N C E S

Nathan C. Hendryx
Hometown: Braceville, OH

Kree Sabrina Kerkvliet 
Hometown: Inver Grove Heights, MN

So� a Mesa
Hometown: Medellin, Colombia

Roy Tyrone James II
Hometown: Cleveland, OH

Brittany Elise Lucas
Hometown: Firth, NE

Rana W. Youssef
Hometown: Cleveland, OH
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  H E A L T H - S Y S T E M 
P H A R M A C Y  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  M O D E R N 
A N A T O M I C A L  S C I E N C E S

Andrew Herres Vandermause
Hometown: Middleton, WI

Joshua Daniel Castor
Hometown: North Royalton, OH

C E R T I F I C A T E  I N  M E D I C A L  E T H I C S 
A N D  H U M A N I T I E S

Jessica Kwong Yun Chan 

Robert George DeVito 

Lydia Du

Kanithra Chandra Sekaran



C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1

A W A R D S  A N D  H O N O R S



51

C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E  S T U D E N T  A W A R D S

Class Speaker Trey Moberly

Diversity Leader Award Carmen Javier

Excellence in Emergency Medicine Award Ashley Clare Pajela

Excellence in Family Medicine Award Erin Burrier 

Excellence in Internal Medicine Award Amulya Dega

Excellence in Obstetrics/Gynecology Award Ankur Parikh

Excellence in Pediatrics Award Erin Burrier 

Excellence in Psychiatry Award Lacey Jeong

Excellence in Public Health Award Carmen Javier

Excellence in Surgery Award Robert DeVito

Ideal Physician Award Erin Burrier 
 William Cayuso
 Maria Libertin
 Krish Nair 
 Shana Williams

Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award Geetika Srivastava 

Matthew Allen Lewis Award  Erin Burrier
for Outstanding Patient Care and  Emily Sullivan
Mastery of the Science of Medicine Award

Outstanding Achievement Award AuBree LaForce
 Trey Moberly

Service to College of Medicine Award   Trey Moberly

Volunteer Service to Community Award Carmen Javier

William H. Falor Research Award Bryson Cook
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Elisabeth H. Young, M.D. (’85) 
 Vice President, Health A� airs
 Dean, College of Medicine
 Professor of Internal Medicine

C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E 
A L P H A  O M E G A  A L P H A  M E M B E R S

C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E 
O U T S T A N D I N G  S E R V I C E  A W A R D S 

C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E 
E L E C T E D  S T U D E N T  L E A D E R S

NEOMED Student Council

Prabhsimran Batra

Trey Moberly

Student Conduct Council

Shane Mathew

Ankur Parikh

Student Curriculum Council

Saeed Khoncarly

Timothy Fischer

Kevin Adik

Erin Burrier

Jared Cheatham

Blaine Concannon

Bryson Cook

Audrey Crawford

Robert DeVito

Samuel Doerle

April Enger

Emily Gianetti

Jennifer Glover

Angelo Guastella

Hirva Joshi

Puneet Kang

Shane Kaplan

Chae Kim

AuBree LaForce

Shane Mathew

Volha Mazziotto

Emily Meyers

Trey Moberly

Nathanael Nahhas

Charlie Nelson

Ankur Parikh

Aakaash Patel

Michelle Pfe� er

Priya Singh

Emily Sullivan

Andrew Whipkey

Allyson Zabell

Anita Pokorny, M.Ed. 
 Assistant Dean of Students, College of Medicine
 Associate Professor of Family and Community Medicine

C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E 
N E O M E D  V I R T U O U S  H E A L E R  H O N O R  S O C I E T Y 
M E M B E R S 

Robert DeVito

Krish Nair

Cynthia Pathmathasan

Geetika Srivastava

Eesha Zaheer
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APhA-ASP Senior Recognition Award  Tim Huskey

Bowl of Hygeia Award/  Ashley Brooks
Commencement Student Speaker  

Commitment to Service Shadrack Osei Baah

Council of Ohio Colleges Pharmacy  Kevin King
Leadership Award

Council of Ohio Colleges Pharmacy  Leetsa Lambis
Leadership Scholarship

Evidence-Based Medicine Approach  Angie Morris
to Patient Care

Excellence in Clinical Communication  Ashley Brooks
and Patient Care Award

Health System Practice Award Mackenzie Lloyd

Mylan Excellence in Pharmacy Award Steven Fosnight

OPA Student Leadership Award Korie Maryo

Outstanding Researcher Award Steven Fosnight

Professional Achievement Award David Whipkey

Rootstown Community Pharmacy Practice Award Kaitlyn Latham

U.S. Public Health Service Excellence Kassandra Kersey
in Public Health Pharmacy Award

Walgreens Pharmacy Multilingual Award  Lucia Serna-Ramirez

C O L L E G E  O F  P H A R M A C Y  S T U D E N T  A W A R D S
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Jamee Colucci

Srikant Dhanireddy

Steven Fosnight

Leetsa Lambis

Mackenzie Lloyd

Alyssa McIntire

Adam Prechtl

Zenab Saleh

Brianna Smith

Julia Tirak

David Whipkey

Katie Wright

Frank Zangare

C O L L E G E  O F  P H A R M A C Y 
P H I  L A M B D A  S I G M A  M E M B E R S

C O L L E G E  O F  P H A R M A C Y  R H O  C H I  M E M B E R S

Blake Bruce

Jamee Colucci

Kassandra Kersey

Kevin King

Kaitlyn Latham

Mackenzie Lloyd

Korie Maryo

Kaylee McCa� rey

Erica McCoy

Maria Mohar

Patrick Nguyen

Aisha Osanyinpeju

Shadrack Osei Baah

Julia Tirak

David Whipkey

Jubilee Winar

NEOMED Student Council

Blake Bruce

Kevin King

Student Conduct Council

Brandon Chahda

Zachary Herrington

Student Curriculum Council

Ashley Brooks

Kaylee McCa� rey

C O L L E G E  O F  P H A R M A C Y 
E L E C T E D  S T U D E N T  L E A D E R S

C O L L E G E  O F  P H A R M A C Y  F A C U L T Y  A W A R D S 

Faculty Excellence in Role Modeling  Alex Ho� man, Pharm.D., BCPS, CDE
of Interprofessional Collaboration Award

Most In� uential Professor/Faculty Liz Fredrickson, Pharm.D., BCPS

P4 Core Faculty Preceptor of the Year  Christopher Shelby, Pharm.D.   

P4 Voluntary Faculty Preceptor of the Year Kim Novak, Pharm.D. 

P4 Teacher of the Year Bhavin Mistry, Pharm.D.

Outstanding Alumni Award Joshua Shumway, Pharm.D. (’16)

C O L L E G E  O F  P H A R M A C Y  A L U M N I  A W A R D
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